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IT would be ufing moil wri- 
ters of name very ill, to treat 
them with that freedom, which 
I have prefumed to take with 
Mr. Cowley. But every thing, 
he wrote, is either fo good or 
fo bad, that, in all reafon, a ie- 
paration fhould be made; left 
the latter, which, unhappily, 
is the greater part, fhould, in 
A3 the 
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the end, ftifle and overlay the 
former. 

The reafon of this ftrikmg 
difFerence in the compofitions 
of the fame man, whofe genius 
and learning are unqueftiona- 
ble, is, That he generally fol- 
lowed the tafte of his time, 
which was the woift imagina- 
ble ; and rarely his own, which 
was naturally excellent : as may 
be feen in the few pieces of his 
poetry, here fele<Sted from the 
reft; and, efpecially, in his 
profe-works, which (except the 

notes 
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notes on his Pindaric OdeSy and 
Davideis) are given entire, and 
have no common merit 

But the talents, by which 
he is diflinguifhed, as a polite 
Writer, are the leaft of his praife. 
There is fomething in him, 
which pleafes above his wit, 
and in fpite of it. It is that 
moral air, and tender fenlibili- 
ty of mind, which every one 
perceives and loves in reading 
Mr. Cowley. And this cha- 
rader of liis genius, though it 
be expreiled, indeed, in his 

other 



viii PREFACE. 

other writings, comes out efpe* 
cially, and takes our attenti- 
on mofl, infome of hisy^a//<?r 
poems andeffays ; which, there- 
fore, it feemed to be for the 
author s credit, and the conve- 
nience of his readers, to draw 
near to each other, and place, 
together, in one view. I have 
faid —for the convenience of bis 
readers: for, though^ all are 
capable of being entertained, 
perhaps inftru£led, by the image 
of a good mind, when fet be- 
fore them, yet few will be at 
the pains to feek that inftru€tion 

or 
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or entertainment for themfelves, 
through the (battered Workc of 
£o unequal and voluminous a 
writer. 

To do juftice to the memory 
of Mr. Cowley, in thefe two 
reipefts, I mean, in his capaci- 
ty both of a polite and moral 
writer, is the fole end of this 
publication. Every man of tafte 
and virtue will read it with 
pleafure. There are, indeed, 
many lines difperfed through his 
other poems, which deferve 
praife. But, on the whole, it 

is 
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is enough if this (mall coUe^oa 
go dovrn to pofterity : In that 
cafe, neither th^, nor the au* 
thor, will have any great lofs^ 
though the reft be forgotten. 
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Mr- ABRAHAM COWLEY* 

^ Written to Mr. Clifford. 
Prefixed to the Folio Edition of i^S. 

SIR, 

MR. Cowley, in his will, recommended 
to my care the rev^iiHg oF all his works 
that were formerly printed, and the colkaing 
of thofe papers which he had defigned for the 
prels. And he did it with this particular obliga- 
tion, TAat I Jbouldbe fure to lef nothing pafsj that 
■ might fiem the leaft offence Jto religi<m^ «r gpod man" 
n^s. : A caution, which yoi|j wiU jydge to have 
bee^.d^ogetha-iieedlefs. Fprjceruinly, in all 
. aiKient or. modern timesy thc^e caA fcarce any 
Vol. I. B author 
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author be found, that has handled fo many diffe- 
rent matters in fuch various forts of ftile, who 
lefs wants the correftiou of bJLS friends, or has 
Ub rcafon to fear the feverity of ftf angers. 

According t6 bis defire andhbown inten- 
tion, I have now fet;forth his Latin and Eng- 
lilh writings, eath In a ^oliiitie Apart ; and td 
that which was before extant in both languages, 
I have added all that^fcould find in his clofet, 
which tie h^d brought to ^^y fnanner of perfec- 
tion. I have thus. Sir, performed th€ will of 
the dead- But I doubt I (hall not fatisfy the 
cxpeaati6ti of -the \iviftg, unFefi fome account 
be here premifed concerning this excellent man. 
I know very well, that he has 'g^iven the world 
the heft image of his own mind in thefe immor- 
tal monuments of his Wit. Yet fhefe is ftill 
room enough left, for pne of his familiar ac- 
quaintance io fay many things "ot his poems, 
and chiefly of /his life, ihat may ferve for the 
information of his Naders, if 'hot for the in- 
creafebf his name; which; without any fuch 
helps, fe already fufficiently eftablifhed. 

Thi8> Sir,'werfc an argument mbft proper 
(or you ta.ttialiag(§,;iri reTpca'6f yourgreat 
abttittei^, and thit long f ri«ndfhip yoii rnaihtain- 
ed ^itfc feim. ' But you have iti obffiihate aver- 

fion 
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(ion from publifliing any of jour Writings. I 
guefs what pretence yon have for it, and that 
you are confirmed in this refolution by the prat 
digioiis tnuUitude and inaperfeStions of as wric- 
ters of thb age. I will not no«r Aipote, wh^ 
ther you are in the rights (hough I am coni^« 
dent you would oontribote more to our reformat 
ttoa by your example^ than reproofs. But 
howeveo feeing you perfift in yoor purpofe, 
and have refiifed to adorn even this very fiib'- 
jc6i, which you love fo well ; I beg your affiff- 
tance while I myfelf undertake it. This I do 
with the greater willingnefs, becaufe I believe 
there is no man^ who fpeaks of Mr. Cowley^ 
that can want eitSter matter 01^ irords. I only 
therefor^ imreat y^ to ^ve me leave tb nfwte 
you a party Ih this rrfatioif, by nfing your 
name and yout tcftimony. For, by this 
means, though the memory of our friend fhall 
not be delivered to pofterity with the advantage 
of your wit, which were moft to be defired^ 
yet fans praife wiH be ftrengchened by the con- 
fent of your judgment^ and the authority of 
your apprc>bation. 

Mr. a. Cowlet was born in the city of 

London, in the year one thou&nd fix hundred 

and eighteen. His parents were citizens of a 

virtuous life and fufBcient eftate ; and fo the 

B 2 condition 
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condition of his fortune was equal to the temper 
JoS his mindy which was alwap content with 
moderate thii^. The firft years of hb youth 
•were fpent.in Weftminfter-fchod, . where he 
•foon obtained and increafed the noble genius 
jpeculiar to that place. The occafion of his 
firft inclinaticMi to poetry, was his cafual lights 
ing on Spenser's Fairy §ueen, when he was 
Jbut juft able to^ read. Tligt, indeed, is a 
^oem fitter for the examination of men, than 
•the coniideration of a child, fiut, in him, it 
met with a fancy, whofe ftrength was not to 
be judged by the number of his years. 

- In, the thirteenth year of hb age, there 
came forth a little book under hb name, in 
which there were many things that might well 
become the vigour and force of a manly wit. 
The firft beginning of his ftudies, was a fami- 
liarity with the mod folid and unaffeded au- 
thoip of arttiquity, whioh^he fully digefted, not 
only in hi3 memory, \mt his judgment. By 
•this advantage he learnt nothing while a boy, 
that'he needed to forget or forfake,. when he 
came to be a man. Hb mind was rightly fea- 
Toned at firft ; ;and he had nothing to do, but 
ftill to proceed on the iame foundation on which 

hebegam 

He 
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He was wont to relate, that he had this de- 
fed in his nienaory at that time, that his teach- 
ers could never bring it to retain the ordinary 
niles of granunar. However, he fopplied that 
want, by converfing with the books themfelves, 
from whence thofe rules had been drawn. 
That, no doubt, was a better way, though 
much more difficult; and he afterwards found 
this benefit by it, that, having got the Greek 
and Roman languages, as he had done his own, 
not by precept but ufe, he pradifed them, not 
as a fcholar but a native. 

With thefc extraordinary hopes he was re- 
moved to Trinity College in Cambridge, 
where, by the progrefs and continuance of his 
wit, it appeared that two things were joined in 
it, which feldom meet tc^ether, that it was 
both early-ripe and lading. This brought him 
into the love and efleem of the moft eminent 
members of that £aimous fociety, and principal- 
ly of your uncle Mr. FoTHERBT, wfaofe fa- 
vours he (ince abundantly acknowledged, when 
his benefactor had quite forgot the obligation. 
His exercifes of all kinds are dill remembered in 
that univeriity with great applaufe, and with 
this particular praife, that they were not only 
fit for the obfcurity of an academical life^ but* 
B3 to 
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to have been (hewn on the true theatre of the 
world. There it was that, before the twenti- 
eth year of his age, he laid the defign of divers 
of his rqoft mafculinc works, that he finiflied 
long after. In which I know not whether I 
Ihould moft commend, that a mind fo young 
fliould conceive fuch great things, or that it 
ihould be able to perfed them with fuch fe- 
licity. ^ 

The firft occafion of his entering into bufi- 
nefs, was the elegy that he writ on Mr. Her- 
vey's death : wherein he defcribed the higheft 
charaders of religion, knowledge, and friend- 
Ihip, in ,an age when moft other men fcarcc 
begin to learn them. This brought him into 
the acquaintance of Mr, John Hervey, the 
brother of his deceafed friend, from whom he 
received many offices of kindnefs through the 
whole courfe of his life, and principally thisy 
that, by his means, he came into the fccvice 
of my Lord St. Albans. 

When the civil war broke out, his afFeSi- 
on to the king's caufe drew him to Oxford, 
as foon as it began to be the chief feat 
of the royal party. In that univerfity, he 
ptofecuted the fame ftudies with a like fuccefs. 

Nor, 
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Nor^ in the meai^ tin>^^ was he wanting to his 
duty in the war itfelf ; for^he was prefent and 
in fervice in feveral of the kbg.^s journies and 
expeditions. By thefe occaHons and the report 
of his high 4eferlS| he fpeedily grew familiar 
Uf. th^ chie)^ mf n of the court and the gown^ 
whom the fortune of the war had drawn tc^e- 
ther. And particularly, though he was then 
very young, he had the entire friendship of my 
Lord Falkland, one of the principal fecre- 
taries of ftate. That affeftion was contraSed 
by the agreement of their learning and man- 
ners. For you may remember. Sir, we have 
often heard Mr. Cowley admire him, not 
only for the profoundnefs of his knowledge^ 
which was applauded by all the world, but 
n>ore efpecially for thofe qualities which he 
himfelf more regarded, for his generofity of 
mind, an4 his negled of the vain pomp q{ hu« 
man greatnefs. 

During the heat of the civil war, he was 
fettled in my Lord St. Albans' family, and 
atlfended hier majefty the Qijeen-mother, .when, 
by the unjuft perfe,cution of her Ribjefls, (he 
was forced to retire into France. Upon this 
wandering condition of the mod vigorous part 
of his life, he was wont to refled:, as the caufe 
of the long inteiruption of his ftudics. Yet we 
B 4 have 
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have 110 reafon to tHiiik that' he loft fo great 
a fpace of time, if we confidcr in what bufinefs 
he employed his banifhment. He was abfent 
from his native country above twelve years ; 
which were whoUy^ fpent either in bearing a 
Ihare in the diftreftes of the rpyal family, or in 
labouring in their affairs. To this purpofe he 
performed feveral dangerous journies into Jer- 
fey, Scotland, Flanders, Holland; or where- 
cver ^Ife the king's troubles required his atten-' 
dance. But the chief, teftimony of his fidelity 
was, the laborious fervice he underwent in 
maintaining the conftant correfpondence be- 
tween the late king and the queen his wife. 
In that weighty truft he behaved himfelf with 
indefatigable integrity, and unfufpeQed fecre-' 
cy. For he cyphered and decyphered, witk 
his own hand, the greateft part of all the let^ 
ters that pafled between their majefties, and* 
managed a vaft intelligence in many other parts: 
which, for fome years, together, took up all 
Iiis days, and two or three jiights eyejy week. . 

At length, upon his prefent majefty's remo-*". 
val out of France, and the queen-mother's 
flaying behind, the bufinefs of that nature paff- 
ed of courfe into other hands. Then it was 
thought fit, by thofe on whom he depended,' 
that he (houl'd come over into England, and, 

under 
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under pretence of privacy and retirement, 
Ihould take occafion of giving notice of the 
pofture of things in this nation. Upon his re- 
turn, he found his country groaning under the 
oppreflion of an unjuft ufurpation; and he 
foon felt the effeds of it. For, while he lay 
hid in London, ho was feized on by a mii^ 
take, the fearch having been intended after 
another gentleman, of confiderable note in 
the king's party. Being made a prifoner, he 
was often examined, before the ufurpers, who 
tried all imaginable ways to make him fervice- 
able to their ends. That courfe not prevailing, 
he was committed to a fevere reftraint ; and 
Icarce at laft obtained his liberty upon the 
hard terms of a thoufand pound bail, which 
burden Dr. Scarborough very honourably 
took upon himfelf. Under thefe bonds he con- 
tinued till the general redemption. Yet, tak- 
ing the opportunity of the cokifuiions that foK 
lowed upon Cromwell's death, he ventured 
back into France, and there remained in the 
fame ftation as before, till near the time of the 
king's return. 

This, certainly. Sir, is abundantly fuffid- 

ent to juftify bis loyalty to all the world ; tho' 

fome have endeavoured to bring it in queflion, 

. upon occaHon of* a few lines in the Preface to 

one ^ his books. The objedion I muft not 

B 5 pafs 
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jpafs by 10 fil^pce, bec^ufe it was the only par|t 
of his life, , that was liable to mifinterpretatioiiy 
even by the canfellion of tbofe that envied hi^ 
fame. In this cafe> perhaps, it were enough to 
alledge for him, to men of moderate minds, that 
what he there faid was publiflied before a book 
of poetry, and fo ought rather to be efteemed 
as a problem of his fancy and invention, than as 
the real image of his judgment. But his de- 
fence in this matter may be laid on a furer 
foundation. This is the true reafon that is to 
be given of his delivering that opinion. Upon 
his coming over, he found the ftate of the roy- 
al party very dcfperate. He perceived the 
ftrength of their enemies fo united, that, till 
it (hould begin to break within itfelf, all endea- 
vours againll it were like to prove unfuccefsfuL 
On the other fide, he beheld their zeal for his 
majefty's caufe to be ftill fo aSive, that it of- 
ten hurried them into inevitable ruin. He faw 
this with much grief And though he approv- 
ed their conflancy as much as any man living, 
yet be found their unfeafonable ihewing it, did 
only difable themfclves, and give their adver- 
faries great advantages of riches and ftrength by 
their defeats. He therefore believed that it 
would be a meritorious fervice to the king, if 
any man, who was known to have followed 

his 
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hisintereft, could infinuate into the ufurpers 
minds, that men of his principles were now 
willing to be quiet, and Could perfiiade the 
poor bppreffed royalifts to conceal their afFeai- 
ons,' for better occafions. And as for his own 
particular, he was a clofe prifoner when he writ 
that againft which the exception is made; fo 
that he faw it was impoffible for him to purfue 
the ends for which he came hither, if he did 
not make fomc kind of declaration of his peace- 
able intentions. This was then his opinion; 
and the fuccefs of tbings feems to prove, that 
it was not very ill grounded. For certainly it 
was one of the greateft helps to the king's af- 
feiirs, about the latter end of that tyranny, that 
many of his beft friends diffembled their coiin- 
fels, and aded the fame defigns, under the 
difguifcs and names of other parties. 

This, Sir, you caIn teftify to have been 
the innocent occafion of thefe words, on which 
fo much clamour was raifed. Yet, feeing his 
good intentions were fo ill interpreted, he told 
me, the laft time that ever 1 faw him, that he 
would have them omitted in the next imprefli- 
on: of which his friend Mr, Cook is a wit- 
nefs. However, if we fhould tsike them in the 
worft fehfe of which they^ are capable : yet me- 

thinks 
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thinks for his niaintaining one falfe tenet in. the 
pditiqil philofophy, he made a fufficient atone- 
ment by a continual fervice of twenty years, by 
the perpetual loyalty of his difcourfey and by' 
many of his other writings, wherein he has 
largely defended and adorned the royal caufe. 
And to fpeak of him, not as our friend, but ac- 
cording to the common laws of humanity ; cer- 
tainly, that life muft needs be very unblame- 
able, which had been trie^ in bufinefs of the 
higheft confequence, and pradifed in the ha- 
zardous, fecrets of courts and cabinets; and yet 
there can nothing difgraceflil be produced a- 
gainft it, but only the error of one" paragraph, 
and a finglc metaphor. 

But to return to my narration, which thi^ 
digreifion has interrupted: Upon the king's 
happy reftoration, Mr. Coy? ley. was pail ,the 
fortieth year of his age ; of which the greateft 
part had been fpent in a various and tempeftu- 
ous condition. He now thought he had facri- 
ficed enough of hb life to his curiofity and ex- 
perience. He had enjoyed many excellent oc- 
cafions of obfervation. He had been prefent in 
many great revolutions, which^ in that tumul- 
tuous time, difturbed the peace of all our 
neighbour-dates, as well as our own. He had 

nearly 
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nearly beheld all the fplenddBr of the higheft 
part of mankind. He had lived in the prefence 
of princes^ and familiarly converfed with great- 
neis in all its degrees, which wais neceflary for 
one that would contemn it'aright: fortofcorn 
the pomp of the world before a man knows it, 
does commonly proceed rather fromiU^naiMiaES 
than a true magnanimity. 

He was^ now weary of the vexations and for*' 
malities of an adive condition. He had been 
perplexed with a long compliance to foreign 
manners. He was fatiated with the arts of 
court : which fort of life, though his virtue 
had made Innocent to him, yet nothing could 
make it quiet. Thefe were the reafons that 
moved him to forego all public employments^ 
and to follow the violent inclination of his own 
mind, which, in the greateft thrbng of his 
former bufmefs, had ftill called upon him, .and 
reprefented to him the true delightsi of folitary 
ftudies, of temperate pleafures, and of a mode- 
rate revenue, below the aialice and flatteries of 
fortune; 

At firft/ he was but' (tenderly provided for 
fuch a retirement, by reafon of his travels, and 
the afflidions of the party to which he adhered, 
which had put him quite out of all the roads of 

gain. 
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gain, Yet^ notwithftanding the narrownefs of 
his income^ he remained fixed to his refolution^ 
upon his confidence in the temper of his own 
snind^ which he knew had contraded its de- 
fires into fo fmall a compaft^ that a very few 
things would fupply them all. But, upon the 
fettlemeht of the jpeace of our nation, this hin- 
drance of his defign was foon removed : for he 
then obtained a plentiful eftate, by the favour 
Qf my Lord St. Ai.PA>fs, and the bounty of 
my Lord Duke of Buckingham ; to whom 
he was always moft dear, and whom he ever 
refpe&ed, ashisprifjcipal patrons. The laft of 
whi9h great men, you know. Sir, it is my 
dpty to nx^ntion, not only for Mr. Cowley'3 
Aike, but my own : though I cannot do it^ 
without being afhamed, that, having the fame 
encourager of my ftudies, 1 (hould deferve his 
p^^ronage ,ft> inuch lefs. 

Thus he was fufficiently fiirnifhed for his 
retreat. Ard immediately he gave over all 
purfuit of honour and riches, in a time, when, 
if any ambitious or covetous thoughts had re- 
mained in his mind, he might juftly have ex- 
peded to have them readily fatisfied. In his 
laft feven or eight years, he was concealed in 
his beloved obfcurity, and pofTeffed that foli- 
tude^ wbich^ from his very childhood, he had 

always 
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always moft paflionately defired. Though he 
hac) freqi^eot ipvi^ations to return into buiineis, 
yet he pever gave ear to any perfuafions of pro- 
fit or preferment. I}is vifits to the city an^ 
(Court were very few : his (lays in town were 
only as a paflenger, not an inhabitant. The 
places that he chofe for the feats of his declin- 
ing life^ were two or three villages on th^ 
banks of the Thames. During this recefsj» his 
mind was rather exercifed on what was to come 
than what was pafTedi he fuffered no more bu* 
finefs nor cares of life to come near hiro^ than 
what were enough to keep his foul awake^ but 
not to diilurb it. Some few friends and books, 
a chear ful heart, and innocent confcience, were 
his conftant companions. His poetry, indeed, 
he took with him, but he made that an ancho- 
rite as well as himfelf : he only dedicated it to 
the fervice of bis Maker, to defcribe the great 
images of rqligion and virtue wherewith his 
mind abounded. And he employied his muflc 
to no other ufe, than as his own P avid did 
towards Saul, by finging the praifes of Gop 
and of Nature, to drive the evil fpirit out of 
men's minds. 

* 
Of his works that are publiihed, it is hard 

to give one general charader, becaufe of the 

difference of their fubjeds, and the various 

forms 
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forms and diftant times of their writing. Yet 
this is true of them all, that in all the feveral 
{hapes of his ftile, there is ftill very much of 
the likenefs and impreilion of the fame mind ; 
the fame unaffe&ed modefty, and natural free-^ 
dom, and eafy vigour, and chearful paffions, 
and innocent mirth, which appeared in all his 
manners. We have many things that he writ 
in two very unlike conditions, in the univerflty 
and the court. But, in his poetry, a» well as 
his life, he mingled with excellent ikill what 
was good in both flates. In his life he joined 
the innocence and fincerity of the fcholar with 
the humanity and good behaviour of the cour- 
tier. In his poems, he united the folidity and 
art of the one, with the gentility and graceful- 
nefs of the other. 

If any (hall think that he was not wonderful- 
ly curious in the choice and elegance of all his 
words : I will affirm, with more tJHith on the 
other fide, that he had no manner of affedation 
in them ; he took them as he found them made 
to his hands ; he neither went before, nor came 
after, the ufe of the age. He forfook the con- 
verfation, but never the language, of the city 
and court. He underftood exceeding well all 
the variety and power of poetical numbers ; aiid 
pra£tifed all forts with great happinef$«i If his 

verfesi 
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verfed, in fome places, feeni not as foft and 
flowing as fome would have tbetn, it was his 
choice, not his fault. He knew that, in di- 
verting men's minds, there fhould be the fame 
variety obferved as in the profpeds of their 
ey^ : where a' rock, a pi'ecipice, or a rifing 
wave, is often more delightful* than a fmooth^ 
even ground, or a calm fea. Where the mat- 
ter required it, he was as gentle as any man. 
But where higher virtues were chiefly to be re- 
garded, an ex&St numeroTity was not then hh 
main care. This may ferve to anfwer thofe 
who upbraid fome of his pieces with roughneis^ 
and with more cbntradions than they are will- 
ing to allow. But thefe admirers of gentlenefs, 
without finews, fhould know that diflferent ar- 
guments muft have different colours of fpeech : 
that there id a kind of variety of fexes in poetry, 
as well as in mankind : that, as the peculiar 
e)ccellence of the feminine kind is fmoothnefs 
and beauty ; fo flrength is the chief praife of 
the mafculine. 

He had a perfed maftery in both the lan- 
guages in which he writ ; but each of them 
kept a juft diftance from the other ; neither did 
his Latin make his £ngli(h too old, nor his 
Englifii make his Latin too modem. He ex- 
celled both in profe and verfe; and both toge- 

y ther 
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ther have that perfe^ton, which is commend- 
ed by fome of the antients above all others, 
that they are very obvious to the conception, 
but mod difficult in the imitation. 

His fancy flowed with great (jpeed, and* 
therefore, it was very fortunate to him,, that 
his judgment was equal to manage it. He ne- 
ver runs his reader nor his argument out of 
breath. He perfeQly praftifes the hardeft Te- 
cfet o/ good writing, to know when he has 
done enough. He always leaves oflF in fuch a 
ni^nner, that it appeals it was in his power to 
have faid much more. In the particular ex- 
preflions there is ftill miich to be ai)plauded, 
but more in the difpofition and order of the 
whole. From thence there fprings a new 
comelinefs, befides the feature of each part. 
His invention is powerful, and large as can be 
defired. But it fecms all to arife but of the na- 
ture of the fubjea, and to be juft fitted for the 
thing of which he fpeaks. If ever he goes far 
for it, he diffembles^ his pains admirably well. 

The variety pf arguments that he has ma- 
naged is fo large, that there is fcarce any parti- 
cular of all the paflions of men, or work» of 
nature and prpyidence, which he has paffed by 
undeCprib^. yet he ^ill pbferves the rules of 

decency 
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deceocy irith fo much care, that whether ,h« 
inflames his reader with the fofter affeStonsy or 
delights him with inoflfeniive raillery^ or teaches 
the familiar manners of Ufe^ or adorns the dif- 
coveries of philofophy^ or infpires hini with 
the heroic chara^ers of charity and religion : 
to all' thefe matters^ that are fo wide afuiider^ 
lie ft ill proportions a due figure of fpeech> and 
a proper meafure of wit. This^ indeed, is 
moft remarkable^ that a man who was fo con- 
ftant and fixed in the moral ideas of his mind, 
ihould yet be fo changeable in his intelleduaU 
and in both to the higheft degree of ei^cellence* 

If there needed any excufe to be made, tha^ 
his love-verfes ihould take up fo great a fhare 
in his works ; it may be alledged, that they 
were compofed when he was very young. But 
it is a vain thing to make any kind of apolc^ 
for that fort of writings. If devout or virtuous 
men will fuperciliouily forbid the minds of the 
young, to adorn thofe fubjeds about which 
they are moft converfant ; they would puf 
them out of all. capacity of performing graver 
matters, when they come to them* For the 
exercifes of all mens wits muft be always proper 
for their age, and never too much above it : 
and, by praSice and ufe in lighter arguments, 
they grow up at laft to excel in the moft weigh- 
ty 
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ty. I am not, therefore, afhamed to com- 
mend Mr. Cowley's rolftrefs. I only except 
one or two expreflions, which I wifh I could 
have prevailed with thofe that had the right of 
the other edition, to have left out. But of all 
the reft I dare boldly pronounce, that never 
yet fo much was written on a fubjed fo delicate, 
that can lefs offend the fevereft rules of morali- 
ty. The whole paffion of love is inimitably de- 
fcribed, with all its mighty train of hopes, and 
joys, and difquiets. Beiides this amorous ten- 
dernefs, I know not how, in every copy, there 
is fomcthing of more ufeful knowledge very na-- 
turally and gracefully infinuated ; and every 
where there may be fomething found, to in- 
form the minds of wife men, as well as to move 
the hearts of young men, or women. 

The occafion of his falling on the Pindaric 
way of writing, was his accidental meeting 
with Pindar's works, in a place where he 
had no other books to dmGt him. Having 
then coniidered at leifure the height of his in- 
vention, and the majefty of his ftile, he tried 
immediately to imitate it in Engliih. And he 
performed it without the danger that Horace 
prefaged to the man who fliould dare to attempt 

it. 

Ip 
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If any are difpleafed at the boldnels of his 
metaphors^ and length of 'fats digreflionj .they 
contend not againft Mr. CawLEY^ but Pindai^ 
himfetf; who was fo much reverenced by «U 
antiquity^ that the place. of his birth was pre* 
ferved as facred, when his native city was twice 
deftroyed by the fury of two conquerors. If 
the irregularity of the nun>bei: difgpfts thenij 
they niay obferve that this very t|iing . makef 
^h^t kind of poefy fit for ^l\ manner of fubjeds: 
for the pleafant^ the grave, the .aniorous, the 
heroic, the philofophical, the moral, the divine, 
Befides this, they will find, that the frequent 
alteratioif of the rhythm and feet affeds the 
mind with' a more various delight, while it is 
foon apt to be tired by the fettled pace of any 
one conflant meafure. But that for which I 
think this inequality of number isT chiefly to be 
preferred, is its, near a£Bnity with profe : fron) 
which all other kinds of Engliih verfe are fo*far 
diflant, that it is very feldom found that the 
lame man excels in botb^ ways. But now this 
loofe and unconfioed meafure has all the grac^ 
and harmony of the moft confined. And with- 
al, it is fo large and free, that the pradice of it 
will only exalt, not corrupt, our profe : which 
is certainly the moft ufeful kind pf writing of all 
ot hejs : for it is the fiy le of all bufineis and. con:* 
verfation. 

Besides 
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BcsiDfis Ibis iiaitati^ of Pjindar, which 
iMf ptrfaflffM be thiorfgtit rather a new foit of 
wfitiflg^ than a ref^orii^of an antitnt ; he ha^ 
alfo beenr wondeifuily^ happy, in tranflatkig many 
dtffi6utt parts of the nobleft poef» of anttquity. 
^o perform tins according to thee dignity of the 
attemipty he had, as it was neceflary he flioold 
have,' not only the elegance 6f both the lan<<> 
gnages, but the tme (jpirk of both the poetries; 
This way of leaving verhal tranfiations, and 
chiefly regarding the fenfe and genius of the au« 
thor, wasfcarce heard of hi En^tmd, before thffi 
prefent aige. I will not prefume to fay, that Mr. 
GowlE Y was the abfolute inventor of lU Nay, 
I hnow that others had the good liKk to lecom* 
ttfcnd it firft in prtnt. Yet I appeal to you^ 
Sr, whcthef he did not conceive if, and dif* 
courfeof it, and praSife it, as foon as any 
mail* 

His Dividcb w'a* #tf6Uy wrftfen in fe 
young an age; that, if wefliall refleft on the 
Vaftncfs of the argument, and his manner of 
handling it, he may fcem like one of the mira- 
ttes that he the^ adorns, like a boy attempting 
Crolhh; I have often heard you declare, that 
he had finifhcd the greateft part of it, while he 
was yet a young ftudent at Cambridge. This 

perhaps 
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perhaps may b^ che reafooy that ifi fome few 
yulaceSy there hfliore'yetothftthieft and reduil- 
dance of hntf thanrfais riper judgment wooU 
have aflowed. 1 know. Sir, jita wi» give me 
leave ra Me thkhbefty o»6 centre ; fei' I db oat 
here pretend ii^ptdf^td pi^egyric, but rather 
to give a jaR ofAMon codcerfniig him. But for 
the main of k, I will affirm, that it ia a better 
loAance aad bcgjaaitig of a dtviiicf-pdem^ than 1 
€xti yet hm in any koguage. The contrivance 
is perfe Aly antifeni^ which is oertainly the tnie 
form of heroic poetry, andfaehas was never 
yet ootdone by any new devices of modem 
wits. The fnbjeft was troly divitie, even ac- 
cording to God's own he^irt. The niatter of 
-his invention,;alL the tres&nes cif .Uaowled|^ and 
biftoriiBS in the Bibie. The model of k com- 
prehended all the tearni^ ofthe'Eaft. The 
charaders, lofty and various: the numben^ 
firm and Ipowterfvl ; the^digreffionsy beaofifiil 
•and prc|)orti6nBbb5 : the defign, to fubmit mor- 
tal wktd heavenly tfcudn:; in aM there isan ad- 
mirable tnixtnre of human virtues and>paffictos, 
with religious raptures. 

The troth is. Sir, methinks in other mit- 

teb, his wit excelled moft other mens : but ki 

hb moralasd divine works k outdid itfetfl And 

- Mr doubt it proceeded from this caufe; that in 

^ other 
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other lighter kind3 of poetry, he cbtefly rq>re- 
• feAted the humouraaiici zS^Qiox^ of others $ but 
lio thefe.he ftt to hitnfeif, «cfd drew the fi^re 
:flf hi& ov^n neiind. . I. i^o^m \t has. been objeded 

againft him by.fome roorofe^te^lots^ that he h^ 

dooean injury to the fcripture, by fprinUing all 
-this, works with many allufions and fimilttudes 

that he took out of the Bible. Eiut to thefe men 
Jit v9^WAM^itntTtp\yf to xompaje their Mrn 
r^praSioe with liis, in this ,particukr'> They 

make ufe offcripture phrafesand quotations, in 

all their common difcourfe. They employ the 
.wordsof holy writ, to countenance the extra- 
'Vagance , ofi their owa opinions and.affe^ons. 

And why then might hot he take, the lifeerly to 
:fetch from thence £bme ornament, for. theriii- 

nocent paflions^ and jiaturat truths, and monll 

virtues, which he defcribes? 



• Tki&is .o6fefuta)fcion.enou^tO' that forfc 6( 

-men- As to the thirtg itfelf, it is fo far from 

being a debilfii% of divinity, to make feme pkrts 

, of it thdiiibleas of: onr fancy;, : that it is a fur^ 

vray to eftablifti it familiarly on the hearts of the 

people, and to give it a durable impreffion on 

the minds of wifeihen; Of tjas we have a ptow- 

: er&il inftance amongft thleaiiticnts. For their 

:,wit has lafted much locger thaiithe prafibce of 

aiiy of their religions. Andthe yerj^ memocy 

of 
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of moft bf dmitiiknne worfliip had per tilled^ if 
it had net been expreflfed and preferved bytheti* 
po^ts. But^Mn CbwLET hiimfelf did of all 
hien living al]9hor the abttfe of fcripture by licen- 
tious raillefy; which ought not only to be ef« 
teenied the meaneft kind of wit, but the worft 
fort of4H-manner»« This perhaps Tome mcta 
wouh^heloib torlusar' proved^ who pnuftifett 
under die firffe title df «g^fiteel quality : l>ot thft 
truth otitis unqtteftionable. For the ordinary 
iU-bree<Ui^ is onty an tndecence and offenct 
againft feme particular cuftom, or gefture, or 
behaviour in ufe. But 'this pr0)>hat)ends is a 
iibladbnf oJPthe vtrf fap^if of l^uMan QkStlyi 
inda rudenbftagiuhft thi^ b^ mahnersi'tKat all 
mankind can pradife, which is a juft rdvtrbhce 
of the Supreaoe Power of aU the world. 

tv\& Latin poems he has ezprdfed to ad« 
ii&liriitidri^ ah the niimibefi oJFverfe, and figures 
6(^:poefy^ that dre fcatt^eil up and dbwai 
amoogft th^ 'islntients. *' There is hardly to lie 
found in them aU any good faihton of fpeech» or 
colour of meafure, but he has comprehended it» 
and givei^ itiftances of it» according as his fe?e« 
ral ai^uiiiims 'required either a majeftic fpirit, 
or a pi^il^ateV ^a pteafant. This is the more 
^xtraorcimai^y in tliat it ii^as'iiever yeV perform- 
ed l^y any fin^e poet of the antient Romans 

Vol. L C thcmfelves. 
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Ibemfelves. Th^y h^ik^ 1 Wgu^p i\*t|ir4 tqi 
them, and fo might ea%,l>fyp,n^^Ued^itJinto 
ivha$ form or buipour they pfeaff^ ; j|et U wa^ 
their' conftantj <iuftoiiiy to-c^fine ^1}, their 
thoughts and pradlce to one or t^o w^ys of 
wrttuig, as de^airing ever to compafs all tqge-» 
thee. tcThis is evident ;i|i thofethfit excdikd i(| 
odea and foogsy in<lbe.o>i|ii4«lfrtragt(>U!epicali 
•te^aciaU or (i|tyi-ifial;way> : lApd t||i% |^erh|ip9 
^c^oned the firft idiftin^i^n. .and; iiiimber pf 
the mufes. . For they thought the ta& too hard 
for any one of thetn, though they fancied them 
lo,^ct9xldeflie& And therefor^ they <^vided it 
afnpng.tbemall, ^nd oplyTecoi??n?<^4ed^p,pac^ 
pi t^m, th,e Wf rf a dlaifa f liar^^^ flf;P9?T 

The occafion of his choofing the fubjed oF 
his,f«bop)5?.,9f plaiifs,^ was^Uj^s^: whenh^ce. 
t9?i»!A!nto Eiiglapd^ l^e ^^{^5 adWfe^ to^,dj(r^- 
y^ t^e main wte^fion,p/J|pis .Qpn^ijgjove^j^yy^ 
t^ 4ifguif|B of jipplyjiig hi^felf, tp fomo fettled, 
profeijibn. And that ofphyfic was thought' moft 
proper. , To this purpofe, after many anatomi- 
cal diffeaipns, hfj p/pceedejd tjo , t^e ; ^pnfid^a- 
tiou ofj^mpl^s; ,w;d MvijJi; &|rmfhj^ himfelf 

fruitful par}, ptlCpj\t., jyUpre ,^^verjr field. apjf 

wood might Acwhina the real figures OLftboic 

* . ^ plants 
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giants, of which he read. Thus he fpeedily 
itiaftere<li that part of the art of medicine. But 
then^ as one of the antients did before him ia 
the ftudy of the law^ inftead of employing his 
fliill for pradice and profit^ he prefently digeft* 
ed it into th^t forni which we behold. 

, The two firft books treat of herbs^ In a ilyle 
refembling the elegies of OWd and TibuUiis, \n 
the fweetnefs and freedom of the verfe: but 
excelling them inthe ftrength of tlie fancy, and 
vigour of the fenfe. The third and fourth dii^ 
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courfe of flowers in all the variety of CATiyLr 
Lus and Horace's numbers: for the'faft of 
which authors, he had a peculiar reverence, anc| 
imitated him, not only in the ftately and nume* 
rous pace of his odes and epodes, but in the («•• 
miliar ealinefs of hb epiftles and Speeches. The 
two laft fpeak.of trees» in the way of Virgil^s^ 
Georgics. Of thefe the fixth bo^ is' wholly! 
dedicated to the honour of hi^ country* For^ 
makihg the Britiih oak to prefide in the aflem* 
bly of the foreft trees, upon that occafion he en«« 
larges on the hiftory of our late troubles, the 
king's afRiflion and return, and the beginning 
of the Dutch war ; and manages all in a ffyle*^ 
that (to fay all in a word) is equal to the great- 
nets and valour of the Engtiih nation. 

Ca ■ Itolo 
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I TOLD you, Sir, that he was very happr 
in the way of Horace's fpeeches. But of 
this there are but two inftances preferved : that 
part of an epiftle to Mr. Creswel, with 
which he concludes liis preface to his book of 
plants: ai)d that copy which is written to your- 
feif. I confefs I heartily wifh he had left more 
examples behind him of this kind: becaufe I 
cfteem it to be one of the beft and moft difficult, 
of all thofe that antiquity has taught us. It is 
certainly the very original of true raillery ; and 
differs as much from fome of the other Latin 
hiyiSf, as ^he pleafant reproofs of a gentleman, 
iirom the Severity bt a fcl\ool-niafter. I know 
lome men difapprove it, becaufe the verfe feems 
to be loots, and near to the plainnefs of conunon 
dilcQurfe. But that which was admired by the 
eourtof Auguftus, npvtr ought to be efteem^d 
^ati^orVul^r. ; And the fame judgment (hould 
he made of men's fiyXei^ as of their behaviour 
and carriage : wherein tW is nfiiod courtly, and 
harden to be imitated, which confifts of a na* 
^ural eafinefs and, unaffeded grace, where no- 
thing feems to |)c ftudied, yet every thing is ex-. 
traordmary. . . 

This familiar way of verfe puts me in mind 
of one kind of profe wherein Mr. Cowlet 

was 
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w«s excellent ; and that is his letters to his pri-i 
Vate friends. In thefe he always exprefled th^ 
native tendernefs and innocent gaiety of his 
mind. I think. Sir, you and I have the great- 
eft colle&ion of this fort. But I know you agree 
with me, that nothing of this nature fhould be 
publifhed : and herein you have always con* 
fented to approve of the modeft judgment of 
our countrymen above the pradice of fome o( 
our neighbours, and chiefly of the French. I 
make no manner of queftion, but the Englifti at 
this time are infinitely improved in this way, 
above the ikill of former ages, nay, of aft 
countries round^ abbut us, that pretend to great^- 
er eloquence. Yet they have been always ju« 
dicioufly fparing, in printing fuch compofures, 
while fome other witty nations have tired all 
their prefles and readers with them. The truth 
is, the letters that pafs between particular 
friends, if they are written as they ought' to be, 
can fcarce ever be fit to fee the light. They 
ihould not confift of fulfome compliments, or te* 
dious politics, or elaborate elegancies, or general 
fiincies. But they ihould have a native clear-: 
Dels and (hortnefs, a domeflical plainnefs, anda' 
peculiar kind of familiarity ; which can only 
affed the humour of thefe to whom they were 
intended^ The very fame paflages, which 
make writings of thb nature delightful amongft 
C 3 friends. 
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friends^ yrilllofe all manner of tai|e^ whep thej 
cpme to.be read by tbofe thatar^ indifferent. 
Isk fuch letters the fouls of men ih^uld appear 
undreflfed; and in that negligent habit^ they 
may be fit to be. feen by one or two in a <;&am- 
l)er> but not to go abroad into the ftreet. 

Th£ lad pieces, that :we have from <his 
hands, are . difcourfes, by way of eflay^, upton 
fome of the graved fubje^s that concern the 
contentment of a virtuous mind. Thefe he in* 
tended a(s a re^al charader of his own thcught^^ 
upop the point of his retirement. And accord- 
ingly you may obferve, that in the profip of 
them, ihere is little curioiity of ornament, but 
they are written in a lower anfl humbler ftyle 
than the reft, and, as an unfeigned image of 
his foul ftiduld be drawn, without flattery. I 
do not fpeak this to their difadvantage. For 
the. true perfediOn of witis, to be pliable to ail 
occafions, 'to walk or fly, according to the na- 
ture of every fubjeS. And there is no doubt aa 
much art, to have only plain conceptions on fome . 
su^guAients, as there is in others to have extraor- 
dinary flighla. 

' To thtife, tha( he has here left fcarce finifli- 
edj it washisdefign to have added many others^ 

And 
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And « lUlle bi^oce bif .drflb, he comimipicflted: 
u> me hiB^PtMutmSfi Jto have dedicated them 
all to my Lord St. Alb^ms^ as ateftiraooy of 
his entire refpeds to him ; an^l a kind of apology, 
for having left human affairs, in the ftrength of 
bis^^age, whil^ he might ftill have been fervice- 
abletjo. bif country. But,, though. b<f was pre:^ 
^nted in this purpofe by his death, yet it be^ 
comes the office of a frif nd to make good his inr 
tentions. I therefore here prefume to make a 
prefi^nt of them to his Lord(hip. I doubt not 
^ut^ according to his ufual humanity, he will 
apcep^ this imperfcd legacy, of the man whom 
be tpQg' hppoured wiih his domeftic conver- 
Ifttion.^ And I am confident his Lord(]iip will 
li^lievejit to. be no injury to bis fame, that in 
thefe papers my Lord St. Albans and Mr. 
Cpwj[^^.Y'9 name fhall be read together by pof-* 
terity. 

I MIGHT, Sir,, have made a longer difcourfe 
of his writings, but that I think it fit to dire£t 
my ipeech concerning him, by the fame rule 
by which 1^ was wont to judge of others. In 
bis efleeai of other men, he conftantly preferred 
the good temper of their ni'^nds, and honefly of 
their a&ipns, above all the excellencies of their 
eloquence or J^owledge. The fame courfe I 
will take in his praife, which chiefly ought ta 
C4 be 



3% THE LITEAOFf 

be fixed din his life. lP^>t!if»^ Ke^fems mcrl 
upplaufe from the inoft' Virtudtis iwcii, thaii^fof 
his other abilities he ever obtaitied' from tlii^ 
-learned. 

He had indeed^a per ftft natural goodikers,- 
which neither the i^hoertaintlcis^f hi^ condition^ 
Bor the largenefs of his wit, could ftl^vert. Hf 
bad a firmnefs and ftrength of mind, that was 
of proof againft the art of poetry itfelf. No- 
thing vain or fantadical, nothing flattering or 
infolent, appeared in hi» humour. He had a 
great integrity and plainnefs of manners ; which 
hepreferved to the lad, though much of his 
time was fpent in a nation, and way of life, that 
i& not very famous for iincerity. But the truth 
of his heart was above the corruption of ill 
examples ; and therefore the fight of them ra^^ 
ther confirmed him in the contrary virtues'.'. - ^ 

There was. nothing affe&ed or fingulairtn 
his habit, or perfon, or gefture. He under- 
ftood the forms of good-breeding enough to- 
pradife them without burdening hinfifelf or 
cfthers. He never oppreffcfd any man*i paVts,- 
nor ever put any man out of cduntenance. He* 
never had any emulation for iame, or conten- 
tion for profit with any man. When hfe was 
. '. • . ... in 
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in bufinefsy he fuffered others importunities 
with much eafinefs : when he was out of it» 
he was never importunate himfelf. His mo* 
defty and humility, were fo greats that, if he 
had not had many other equal virtues^ they 
might have been thought diiEmulation. 

• His converfation was certainly of the moft ex- 
cellent kind ; for it was fuch as. was rather ad- 
mired by his familiar friends^ than byftrangers 
at firft fight. He furprized no man at firft with 
any extraordinary appearance : he never thruft 
himfelf violently into the good opinion of his . 
company. . He was content to be known by iei- 
fure and by degrees : and fo the efteem, that 
was conceived of him^ was better grounded and 
more kifting. 

In his fpeechy neither the pleafantnefi ex- 
cluded gravity, nor was the fobriety of it incour 
iifient with delight. No man parted willingly 
iirom his difcourfe: for he fq Ordered it,: that 
every man was fatisfied that he hadhisihare^ 
He governed his paffions with great moderation. 
His virtues were never troubl|^f4^n;|e,^'Une«ry to 
any. Whatever he di£|iked in ^tlj^^ hf only 
correaed it, by the filent reproof of a better 
pra^ice. : 

C s 7 -::..Hij 
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His wit was fo temperedy that no man had 
ever reafoo to wilh it had been Itb : he pre- 
vented other men's feverit jr upon it by his own i 
he never willingly recited any of hh writings. 
None but his intimate friends ever difcovered he 
was a great poet, by his difcourfe. His learn- 
ing was large and profound, well compofed of 
all antient and modern knowledge. But it fat 
exceeding cloie and handfomely upon him : it 
was ndt emboflfed on bis mind, but enamelled. 

He never guided his life by the whifpers or 
opinions of the world : yet he had a great reve- 
i£nbe for a good reputation. He hearkened to 
feme /when it was.a juft cenfurer : but not when 
an extravagant babbler. He wasapaffionatelover. 
of liberty and freedom from reftraint both in ac- 
tions asd words: but what honefty others re- 
' ceive ftotn the^iredion of laws, he had by na- 
tive iticliriatioti;; and he wa& not -beholding to. 
etb^r men's wills, but to his own, for his in-. 
ilo<Jerice.' 

He f§ff95^9f^A\kk natural and civil duties 
witka49nin44fr^^?4^F^^^* Having been bora 
after his %kpr'i% 4eatli,H and bred up: , under the 
difcipline of his mother, he gratefully acknow-* 
ledgedher care of his education to .her death, 

which 
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which was in the eightieth year of her age. 
For his three brothers he always maintainedi z 
coriftant aflFeSioiT. Aftdv^iaving furvived the 
tWo firft, he made the third his heir. In his 
Ic/ng depeniance on tny Lord St. Albaks, 
tl^ere never happened any manner of difference 
between them : except a little at lad, b^caufe 
he would leave his fervice : which oiily (hewed 
the innocence of the fervant, and the kindnefs 
of the mafter. His friendihips were inviolable. 
The fanie men with whom he was familiar in 
his youth, were his neareft acquaintance at the 
day of his death. If the private courfe of his 
lafl years made him contrad his converfation to 
a few, yet he only withdrew, not broke off, 
from any of the dthers,- 

His thoughts were never above nor below 
his condition. He never wiihed his eftate much 
larger. Yet he enjoyed what he had with all 
innocent freedom ; he never made his prefent 
life uncomfortable, i>y undue expeSations of 
future things. Whatever difappointments he 
met with, thiy only made him underftand for- 
tune better, not repine at her the more : his 
mufe indeed onee complained, but never his 
miiiA. He was acconYplifhed with all manner of 
abiKtiei forthe ^eateft bafmefs ; if he would 
but havetiiou^t^fahimfelf; ' ' 

If 
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If any thing ought to have been changed in 
his temper, and difpofidon ; it was his earned 
affc&ion for obfcurity and retirement. This, 
Sir, give me leave to condemn, even to you, 
who I know agreed with him in the fame hu« 
mour. I acknowledge he chofe that (late of 
life, not out of any poetical rapture, but upon a 
fleady and fober experience of human things. 
But however, I cannot applaud it in him. It 
is certainly a great, difparagement to virtue, 
and learning itfelf, , that thofe very things whiqh 
only make men ufeful in the world, fliould in- 
cline them to leave it. This ought never to be 
allowed to good men, unlefs the bad had the 
fame moderation, and W|^re v^illing to follow^ 
them into the wildemefs, But^ if the one (hall 
cpntend to get out .of employme^, while the 
other flrive to get into it, the affairs of mankind, 
are like to be in fo ill a pofture, that even the 
good inen themfelve$ will hardly be aWe to eur, , 
joy tjjieif very retreats Jp iecurity. . ■, 

f- '. . •'^" • . '-•■' ' '- ■'" ■■•'• '• '/- 

.Yet.I confeis, if any.'^eferyed to havet}iis 

privilege, it ought to have been granted to him, 

. as fpon as any man IfiYing, upon C9nigderation qf 

thf inanni^r in which he Jpent the Ub/erfy/ that he. 

g^. ,For he with^feyir. ^imr4f[.out of the. 

crowd, with defiresof^^nljgb^;n)ng and inftrudr 

ing 
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ing the minds of thofe that remained in it. It 
was his refolution in that ftation to fearch into 
the fecrets of divine and human knowledge^ and 
to communicate what he (hould obferve. He 
id ways profeffed^ that he went out of the worlds . 
as it was man's^ into the fame world, as it was 
nature's, and as it was God's. The whole 
compafs of the creation, and all the wonderful 
effe&s of the divine wifdom, were the conftant 
profpeO; of his fenfes^ and his thoughts.* And 
indeed, he entered, with great advantage,, on 
the fiudies of nature, even as the firft great men 
of antiquity did, who were generallyboth poets 
and philofophers. He betook himfelf to its con- 
templation, as well furniflied with found judg- 
ment,' and diligent obfervation, and good me*, 
thod td difcover its myfteries, as with abilities 
t6 fet it forth in all its ornaments. 

Ti^is laboiir about natural fcience, was the 
pi^rpet.ttal and uninterrupted taiLof that obfcure. 
paftof his]ltfe.| . Befides this, we had perfuad- 
ed Jt^q^ fo look bafk intp l^s former fiudi(^s» ,and 
to publiih at difcQurfe concerning fitie. In this 
he. had: defigpt^^* te give, an account of the pro-, 
per (qvtfjof writing, that Avere fit for all maa-< 
i\er,:pf anB;onE»^fits, tp compare the pel-fedions' 
and imperfe^ionst of the authors of antiquity^; 
y^itbthof<^ of this prefent age, and to deduce 

all 
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all down to the particular ufe of the Engliffi ge- 
nius and language. This fubjeft he was very 
fit to perform : it being moft proper for him to 
be the jud^e, who had been the beft pradifer. 
Buthe fcarce lived to'draw the firft lines of it. 
All the footfteps.that I can find remaining of it^ 
are only iome indigelled charaQers of antient 
and modern authors. And now for the future, 
I atmoft defpair ever to fee it well accompliflied, 
unlefs you^ Sir^ would give me leave to name 
the man that (hould undertake it. ' 

But his laft and principal defign^ was that 
which ought to be the principal to every wife 
man; the eflabliihing his mind in the faith be 
lirpfeffed. He was, in his praflHce, exaAly 
obedient to: the ufe a4)d pr^ecepts of our church« 
Nor was he inclined to any uncertainty and 
doubty as abhorring all contention in indifferent 
things, and much more in facred. But he beheld 
the divifions of Chriftendom^ he faw how ma-, 
ny controyerfies had been introduced by ^cal or: 
ignorance, and continued by faSion.' 'He had' 
therefore an eat'neft> inrentioh of taking a re- 
view of the original principles of tlxe primitive 
Church: believing that every true Chriftian 
had no better meatis to fettle his <]^irit, than 
that which was propofed to ^heas and hb 
- , • ' ' followers^' 
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followers^ to be the end of their wanderings^ 
Antiquam exquirite Matrem. 

This examination he purpofed ihould reach 
to our Saviour's and the Apoftle's lives, and 
their iipmediate fucceflbrs> for four or five cen- 
turies; till intereft and policy prevailed over de- 
votion. He hoped to have abfolutelj compaflfed 
it in three or four years, and when that was 
done, there to have fixed for ever, without 
any {haking or alteration in his judgment. In- 
deed it was a great damage to our church, that^ 
he lived not to perform it. For very much of the 
primitive light might have been expeded^ from 
a mind that was endued with the ppmitive. 
meeknefs and innocence. And befides, fuch a 
work coming from one that was no div^ne^^ might ■. 
have been very ufeful for this age ; wherein it 
is one of the principal cavils againft religion^; 
that it is only a matter of intereft^ and only fup* 
parted fior the gain of a particular profeflion. 

But alas! while he was framing thefe great 
things in his thoughts, they were unfortunately 
cut off together with his life. His folitude, from 
the very beginning, had never agreed fo well 
with the conftitution of his body» as of his mind. • 
The chief caufe of it was, .that, out of hafte to 
be gone away from the tumult aod noife of the 
; ..; ' city. 
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city» he had not prepared fo healthful a fitoati* 
on. in the country, as he might have done, if 
he had made a more leifurable choice. Of this 
he foon began to find the inconvenience at Barn- 
Elms, where he was afflided with a dangerous 
and lingring fever. After that, he fcarce ever^ 
recovered his former health, though his mind 
was reftored to its perfed vigour : as may be 
feen by his two lad books of plants, that were 
written fince that time, and may, at lead, be 
compared with the beft of his other works. 
Shortly after his removal to Chertfea, he fell 
into another confuming difeafe. Having lan- 
guifhed under this for fome months, he feemed 
to be pretty well cured of its ill fymptoms. But ^ 
in the heat of the laft fummer, by ftajring too 
long amongft his labourers in the meadows, he 
was taken with a violent defluxion, and (lop- 
page in his breaft, and throat. This he, at 
firft, neglefted, as an ordinary cold; and re- 
fufed to fend for his ufual phyficians, till it was 
pad all remedies; and (o in the end, after a 
fortnight's ficknefs, it proved mortal td him. 

Who can here. Sir, forbear exclaiming on 
the weak hopes, and frail condition of huffian 
nature ? For as long as Mr, Cowley was plur- 
fuing the courfe of ambition, in an a&ive life^ 
which he fcarce efteemed his true life : he never 
. ' wanted 
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wwnitd axoiiftant healthy an4 flreagth.iil bodjr^ 
Boras feon as .ever hehad.fouqd as oppeftmiky' 
of beginning indeed to live, aiid to e^joy him* 
felf ip iecurity,'. his conte htment Was firft broken* 
by (icknefS) and, at lift, his d^ath was occafiu 
oned by^lns very delight in the country and thei 
fields; which be' had long fancied . above all* 
qlher pleafiirdi. Bitt let us not grieve at thisr 
fatal accident upon his account, left we (hould 
feem to repine at the happy change of his condi* 
tion, and not to know that the lofs of a few 
years, which he might longer have lived, will 
be retompenfed'by an imniortal memory. If 
we complain, let it only be for our own fakes: 
that in him we are at once deprived of th^ great- 
eft natural add improved abilities, of the ufe« 
fuUeft converfation, of the faithfuUeft friend-^' 
(hip, of a mind that pradifed the beft virtues 
itfelf, and a wit ihat was beft able to recom- 
mend themito .others. 
/* 

His body was attended to Weftminfter Ab- 
bey by a great number of perfons of the moft 
onEunent' quality, and followed with the praifes 
of all good and learned men. It lies near the 
aflies of Chaucer and Spenser, the two 
moft famous £ngli(h poets of former times. 
But whoever would do him right, fliould not 

only 



•ilfy>4<)bafii9m ibitha pHhcipal ftiitient wfhanr 
ofonrowirnatiob, butl^houIdaiTo^rankrht^ name' 
amofigft tixe authors of the true antiquity, the> 
befl of the Greeks and Romans. In. that place 
there is a monument d^figned for him, by my 
Lird Duke of BuckinghAm> in teftimonjr 
€>£, hi» affedioir* And tbe King "himfetf waif: 
pieafed to beftdt^ on hliff the bed epitapb,> 
v4ien^' upon the tie ws of his death, his Majef-' 
ty declared [a], 'Ti*tf/M-, CbwtBY iadnot 
lift a better man behind Urn in England, 

'This, Sir, is the account that I thoi%ht fit: 
to prefent the world concerning him. Perhaps 
it may be judged, thatlliaVe fpent too many 
vrords oil a private man, and a fctiolar i whofel 
life was riot remarkable for fuch a variety of 
etents, as are wont to be the orndments of this 
kind of relations. I know it is the cuftom of 
the world to pfefer the pompous hiftories of 
great men, before the greateft virtues of others, 
whofe lives have been led in a courfe lefs illuf-* 
trious. This, indeed, is the general humour^ 
But I believe it to be an error in men's judg-' 
ments. For certainly that is a more profitable 

[n] — *iV Majefly dedand, kc.] Which only 
fliews, that the curfe of Per sius had fallen upon 
that prince — rf>/«/r« t/ideanff fmahefcantque rmc^ 
ti! Sat. lit. 35. 

inftruaion. 
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Ipftru^n, vfhich ma^it^e takeii^filMpthc^niH 
nent goodnefs of m^a 9f lowef nml^» ibaii thdl 
which we learn from the fplendid reprefentati- 
ons of the battles, and vidories, and buildings, 
and fayings of great commanders and princes. 
Such fpecious matten, as they s^fe feldom de- 
livered with fidelity, fo they ferve but for the. 
imitation of a V.ery; fe^, and-rather nuke for 
the oftentation thaii the true information of 
human life. Whereas it* is from the pradice 
of men equal to ourfelves, that we are more 
haturally taught how to command our pafli- 
ons, to dire^ our knowledge, and to govern 
our adions. 

FoR«^is reafon I have foneie hope, that a 
charader of Mr. Cowley may be of good 
advantage to our nation. For what he wanted 
in titles of honour, and the gifts of fortune, 
was plentifully fupplied by many other exceU 
lencies, which make, perhaps, lefs noife, but 
are more beneficial for example. This, Sir, , 
was the principal end of this long difcourfe, 
Befides this, I had another defign in it, that 
only concerns ourfelves; that, having this 
pjClure of ^ his life fet before us, we may Aill 
keep him alive in our memories, and, by this 

means. 
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to^Mf roky have fomc fmall reparation^ for 
otttf inexprefible lob by his death. 



SIR, 
I am, 

Yoi»r moft humble,^ 
and njioft affeftionate Servant, 
T. SPRAT* 
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ILLUSTRISSIMAM ACADEMIAM 
C A N T A B R I G I E N S E M- 

HOC tibi de iMito, ditiffimt mater, egeso 
Exiguum immcfifi pignus anioris habc. ' * 
Heu* meliora tibi depromere dona volentet ' 

Aftriagit gratai parcior aita manus. - '^ 

Tt&ne tui poteris vocem hlc agnoifcere naiii 

Tain maid foniiatam, diffimileinqiie tu« ? * -'* '* 
T6iie Bic materni veftigia fibtra deeons, 

Tu fpeculmn poteris hk reperiit toum ? ' "^ 
Poft longwn, dioes^ GbtifeH fieniffii t^inpujlf '" "•'' 

Sic mihi Iperanti, perfiilei multa r^&? ■' ' '*' ' ^ 
Qpae, dioeii, Sagib Leoillr^ue D^jeqtie^ iiotcBteij 

At tu, fandta parens,' cnidelis tu quoque, nati ' 

Ne trades dextrA'mlnerachidariidi. '\ ^ 

Heimiht, quid iiitogentlCrtxacciedls-ilUqifo^ >'' '^ 

Sit €m^ fed lion tisi ipft, novktck tiilW \ '^ '> 
SimthinataliMuiahlmadolefeereiiiaHbi ' ^' '' 

Sibcnd dikao luxuriiirc fW^' ^ - ' *^ "*■>*«' ^-'^ ^ 
Si mihi de dodi iicuiflet pleiiiiksVl&da / 

Haurire, mgentemfifiitiarefitimy 

Noo 
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Non ego degeneri dubiubilis ore redireni> 

Hcc legerei nomen &fa ruboile meuoi. 
Scisbend, (cis quae me tempeftas publica muadi 

RaptaUix Veftro fuftuHt ^ gtcmio. 
Nee pede adhuc firmo, neciinno dente» negati 

Pofcentem quenilo murmiire kftis opem. 
Sic quoiidatn» aSrium vento bellante per aequ6r» 

Gum griitidaiik tuitumnom^&va flageUat kjenist 
Immatnra fud velluntur ab arbore poma, . 

Et vf vii^a cadunt ; a:rbor tk ipfa gemit. 
Noddum fuccus ineft terras generofus avitas, 

Nondum fol rofeo reddhur ore pater. 
O mihi i:^jcu»d|\m,Qr^ntac fup?r. on^upl nomen ? 

O peniti3i^fQtQf qoFdq reccptus amor .^ / > • k 

O pulchrx fine kixu «4^f vitasque he^tff, \ 

Splemiidapaupe^tsfts,.iog|i|i\i1i^u^^de09i^|i ^ i . 
O char* ante 9%6> inagHQrumriioiQtiie regum 

iMgnadomusI Tnni.9lPlPn^edig»a:Deil t 
O nimmm^Cjcrctris iCYiniH>I^ti^mvnere,aiiiipU 

PofthtMju^ Ei^i^ q|a«^ €{b8« ^U^ 
Ofiicrifoiites! uil^fmlW^^^,^a)brmiql 

Qlj^ i^ecr^nt avhingi ]Scrkl4iBq9e; dtpofi 1 
O Camus! PI^«bo^Ux^<|«Qgmior^Uimiai 

Amnibmturtferipinvidiofiis.inopst « 

Ah mihi fi veftipt reddat Jbona ffftsdk iedif» 

Detqtt^ E^ftuf dqeift^ppiTe qi^icte froi I 
Quaiis eram^ <;uiii a|e tiai^qi;^A mente iedentem 

VidilB in 1^1 (>inc ferene» I9& I , 
'Mukentem audUU pimjlii flumina canttt ; 

liic quidto tmmeritp* ffi tr/A srAtU$«i^t. 

Nam, 
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Nam»iae|iimt ri(Acuin.tii^.digQat.us.uti:&9«ec , . ; 

Dignatuin.eft cotum verba referrc neipus. ^ 
Tunc liqufdi^ tacitifque fimuiipea vita diebusy 

Et fimllis veftrs Candida dwt aquae. | 

At nunc coenofie luces» atque obice multo 

Rumpitur aetatis turbidus ordo meae. 
Quid mihl Sequani opus^ Tamefuve aut Tbjbridia 

T^.potise|JJ|)i^r%m,tokqrc^(rapa5,i^t^ f ^ 
Felix, qui nuoquani ^![]iyv)^vidcat^auisJ.^ t ^; ♦ 

Quique eadem Salicis littora more colit I 
Felix, cui non tentatus (brdeicere mundusy 

Et cui pauperies nota nitere poteft! 
Tempore cui nullo mifera experientia conftat, 

Ut res humanas fentiat efle nihil! 
At nos exemplis fortuna inftruxit opimi% 

Et documentorum (atque fup^rque dedtt. 
Cum capite avulfum diadema, infta^que iceptra, 

Qmtufi^que hominum ibrte minante minas, 
Parcarum ludos, k non tra^Ubile fatum, 

Et verfas fiiodo vidimus orbis opes. 
Quis poterit fnigilem poft talia credere pupptm 

Infami fcopulis naufragiifque marl ? 
Tu quoque in hoc terrae tremuifti, Academia, nu>tu» 

(Nee fruflrsl) atque sedes contremufre tux. 
Contremu^re ipfae pacatae Palladis arces^ 

Et timuit fulmen laurea (an^a novum. 
Ah quanquam iratum» peftem banc avertcre nuipen, 

({e^faltem bellis ifhi licere, velit 1 
Nos, tua progenies, pereamus ; & ecce, perimus I J 

In nos jushabeat : jus habet omne malum. 

Ttt 
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Ta ftabiKi brevium genus iiiuxiortile nepotiun - 

Fundes i nee tibi man ip& fbperftes erit : ' 
Senper plenai manens ntcfri de fonte perenni 

Pormofiu mines ftd mare mortis aquas. 
Sic Venus humani quondam, Dea faucia dextrt» 

(Namque felent ipfis bella nocere Deis) 
Implofavit opera luperilmy queftOique cievit* 

Tinzitadorandus ca^da membra cruor. 
Qnidquereris^^ jcoiftetene breves ftcura doloiiss i 

Nam tibi ferrenecemvubeta nulla valent. ^ 
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His EdXTjtOK in Folio, i6s6. 

AT my return lately into England [4]> I 
met by ^cat accident .j[for fuch I account 
It to be, that any copy of it Ibould be extant 
any where fo long, unlefs at his houfe who 
printed it) a book entituled, TJie Iron Age, and 
publifbed under my name, during the time of 
my abfence. 1 wondered very much how one 
who could be fo foolifli to write fo ill verfcs, 
Qiould yet be fo vrify to fet them forth as ano* 
ther man^s rather than his own ; though per* 
haps he might have made a better choice, and 
not fathered the baftard upon fuch a perfon, 
whoie ftock of reputation is, I fear, little 
enough for maintenance of his own numerous 
legitimate off-spring of that kind. It would 
have been much lefs injurious if it had pleafed 
the author to put forth fome of my writings un-> 
der his own name, rather than his own under 
mine: he had been in that a more pardonable 

[i] In 1656. 

Vol. L D plagiary. 
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plagiary, and had done lefs wrong by robbery,, 
than he does by fuch a bounty ; for nobody can 
^be jufiified by the imputation even of another's 
merit; and our own coarfe dotiie^ are li^e to 
become us better, thap thofe of another man, 
though never fo rich : but thefe, U) fay the 
truth, were fo beggarly, that I' myfelf wa$ 
afhamed to wear them. It was in vain for me, 
that I avoided cenfure by the cdhcealment oftaiy 
own writings, if my reputation could be thu^ 
executed in fffigfef apdimpol^ible it is'for any 
good name to be in fafety, if the malice of 
witches have the power to confume and deftroy 
it in an image of their own makjng. This, in- 
deed, was fo ill made, and fo unlike, that I 
hope the charm took no effeS. So that I ef» 
teem myfelf lefs prej.udiced by it, than by that 
which has been done to me fince, almpft in the 
fame kind ; which is, the publication of fome 
things of mine withoi^t my confent pr know- 
ledge, and thofe fo mangled and imperfed, 
that I coyld neither, with honour, acknowledge, 
nor, with honefty, quite difavow them. Of 
which fort, was a comedy, called Tie Guardian^ 
printed in the year 1650, but made and aSed 
before the Prince, in his paflag^ through Cani- 
bridge towards York, at the beginning of the 
late unhappy war j or rather neither made nor 

aded. 
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nGted, but rough-drawn on1y» and repeated ; 
for the hafte was fo great, that it could neither 
be revifed or perfeded by the author, nor 
learned without book by the adors, nor fet 
forth, in any meafure, tolerably by the officers 
of the college. After the reprefentation (which^ 
I confefs, was fomewhat of the lateft) I begaii 
to look it over, and changed it very much; 
ftriking out fome whole parts, as that of the 
poet and the foldier ; but 14iave loft the copy, 
and dare not think it deferves the pains to write 
it again, which makes me omit it in this publi- 
cation, though there be fome things in it which 
I am not afliamed of, taking the excufe of my^ 
age and fmall experience in human cooveriati- 
on when I made it. But as it is, it is only 
the hafty firft-fitting of a pidure, and there- 
fore like to refemble me accordingly. From 
this which has happened to myfelf, I begaii 
to refied on the fortune of almoft all writers^ 
and efpecially poets, whofe works (commonly 
printed after their deaths) we find ftuffed out, 
either with counterfeit pieces, like falfe money 
put in to fill up the bag, though it add nothing 
to the fum ; or with fuch, which, though of 
their own coin, they would have called in them* 
felves, fot the bafenefs of the allay : whether 
this proceed from the indifcretion of theif 
D Z friends. 
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friends, who think a vaft heap of ftones or rubr 
btih a better monument than a little tomb of 
marble, or by the unworthy avarice of (omt 
ftationers, who are content to diminifli the va- 
lue of the author, fo they may increafe the 
price of the book; and, like vintners, with 
fophifticate mixtures, fpoil, the. whole veffel of 
wine, to mak^ it yield more profit. This has 
been the cafe withSHAKESPEAR, Fletcher, 
Jons ON, and many Others; part of whofe 
poems I (hould take the boldnefs to prune ^nd 
lop away, if the care of replanting ^hem in 
print did belong to me [c] ; neither would I 
make any fcruple to cut off from fome the unne- 
cefTary young fuckers, and frpm others, th^ 
old withered branches; for a great wit i^ no 
more tied to live in a vaft Volume, than, in a 
gigantic body ; on the contrary, it. is QoWnjoo- 
ly more vigorous, the. lefs fpace it animates. 
And, as Statius fays.of little Tydeus [J] 

— Totos infuia perartus 
: Major in exiguo regnabat corpore virtus. 

I am not ignorant, that, by faying this of others, 
I expofe myfelf to fomti raillery, for not ufing 
the fame fevere difcretion in my own cafe, 

^[c] The editor's apology, for the liberty taken 
in this edition* is here made by the^author himfelf. 
[H] Stat.Theb. 1.1. 416. 

where 
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where it concerns me nearer: But. though I 
publifh here more than in Arid wifdom I ought 
to have done, yet I have iuppreft and caft 
away more than I pubti(h ; and, for the eafe 
of myfelf and others, have loft^ I believe tooy 
more than both. And, upon thefe confidera^ 
tions, I have been perfuaded to overcome all 
the jud repugnances of my own modefty, and 
to produce thefe poems to the ligl>t and view of 
the world 5 not, asathipgthat 1 approved of 
in itfelf, but as a lefs evil, which I chofe ra- 
ther , than to (lay till it were done for me by 
fomebody elfe, either furreptitiouily before, or 
avowedly after, my death : and this will be 
the more excufable, when the reader fliall know 
in what refpeSs he may look upon me as a dead, 
or at lead a dying perfon, .and upon my mufe 
in this aSion, as appearing, like the Emperor 
pHARLES the Fifth, and affifting at her own 
funeral. 

For, to make myfelf abfolutety dead inn. 
poetical capacity, my refolution, at prefent, is, 
never to excrcife any more that faculty. It is,' 
Iconfeid, but feldom feen that the poet, dies 
before the. man ; for .when we once fall in love 
with that bewitching art, we do not ufe to 
court it as a miftrefs, but m^ry it as a wife^ 
D 3 and 
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and take it for better or worfe, as an infcparablc 
companion of our whole life. But, * as the 
marriages of infants do but rarely profper, fo 
no man ought to wonder at the diminution or 
decay of my affeftion to poefy ; to which I had 
cbntraSed myfelf fo much under age, and fo 
much to my own prejudice in regard of thofc 
more profitable matches, which I might have 
made among the richer fciences. As for the 
jportion which this brings of fame, it is an ef- 
tate (if it be any, for men are not oftener de- 
ceived iji their hopes of widows, than in their 
opinion of Exegi monument urn areperennius) that 
hardly ever comes in whilft we are livijig to 
enjoy it, but is a fahtaftical Icind of reverfion 
to our own felves : neither ought any man to 
envy poets this poAhumous and imaginary hap- 
pinefs, fmce they find commonly fo little in 
prefent, that it may be truly applied to them, 
which St. Paul fpeaks of the firft Chriflianis, 
If their reward be in this life^ they ane of all 
fnen the mo ft miferable. 

And, if in quiet and flourifhing times they 
meet with fo fmall encouragement, what are 
they to exped in rough and troubled ones? If 
wit be fuch a plant, that it fcarce receives heat 
enough to preferve if alive even in the fummcr 

of 
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of OUT cold climate^ how can it choofe but wi- 
ther in a long and iharp winter ? A warlike, 
various^ and a tragical age is bed to write of, 
but worft to write in. And I may, though in 
a very unequal proportion, afTume that to my- 
felf, which was fpoken by Tully to a much 
better perfon, upon occafion of the civil wars 
and revolutions in his time, Sed in te intuens, 
Brute^ lioleo: cujus in adolefcenfiamt per medias 
laudesy quaji quadrigis veientem, tranfverfa in- 
currit mifera fortuna reipublica [^]. 

"N^EiTHER is the prefent conftitution of my 
mind mere proper than that of the times for 
this exercife, or rather divertifement. There 
is nothing that requires fo much ferenity and 
chearfiilnefs of fpirit ; it muft not be either over- 
wheVnried with the cares of life, or overcaft 
with die clouds of! melandholy and forrow, or 
{haken arid diflurbed with the ftorms of injuria 
ous fortune; it muft, like the halcyon, have 
hXt weather to breed in. The foul muft be 
filled Withl^Hght aiid delightful ideas, when it 
undertakes to communicate delight to others; \ 
which is the main end of plocfy.i» One 'may fee ! 
through the ftile of Ovidde Trijl. the humbled 
and dejeded condition of fpirit with which he 

[e] Cic. dcClar. Orator. J 351. 
' ' i D 4 wrote 
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wrote it J there Tea rce remains any footftep <if 
Ui4t genius, 

Quein nee Jovis ira, nee ignes [/], &c. 

Vrhe cold of the country had IJrjucken .though 

all his faculties, and benumbed ^tfif very feet 

of his verfes. He is himfelf, methinks^ like 

one of the ftories of his own Metanjorphofis ; 

and, though there remain .fome .vy^alc r^fem- 

blances of Ovid at Rome, it is but, as he 

fays of NioBE [g], . ^ 

In vultu color eft fine fangnine: lumlna maeftis 

Stant iminota genis ; nihil eft in jmaginc? vivi. — 

Flet tamcn < 

The truth is, for a man to wHte well, it i$ 
neceffary to be in good humour ; neith^f is 
I wit lefs eclipfed with the ;up€juietiief8.(>f min4, 
I than beauty with the indifpofitioil of body. So 
that it is almoft as hard a thiisg to he a potiL in 
defpight of fortune, as it is in defpight of na- 
ture. For my own part, neither my obIiga«- 
tions to the mufes, nor expeftations . ffjom 
.them ^re fo great, lai? that I; ihouW fufFer 
myielf) on tio cdnfidcratiom, to he divor eed^ 
or that I fliould fay like Mo*rac£ [5i]i 
Qi^iiquis erit vitac, fcribam, color. 

[/] Metani. I. xv. 871. 

[g] Ovid. Metam. 1. vi. 304. 

lb] Hor. Sat. l.ii. Sat. i. ■ - . 

lihall 
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I ihalt rather ufe hb words in another place [/]t 

Vixi Caments' nuper kloheusy 
£t militftvf noh fine glorid : 
Nunc anna defundliimque bello 
Barbiton hk paries habebit. 

And this refolution of mine does the more befit 
me, becaufe my defire has been for fome years 
pafl (though the execution has been acciden- 
tally diverted) and does ftill vehemently conti-« 
nue, to retire myfelf to fome of our American 
plantations, not to feek for gold, or inrich my- 
felf with the traffic of thofe parts (which is the 
end 9f mod men that travel thither; fo that of 
thefe Indies it is truer than it was of the for- 
mer, . : ' 

Impiger ^xtremos curnt mercator ad Indo». 
f er mare paupericnttfugiens-^[i]) 

but to forfake this world for ever, with all the 
vanities and vexations of it, and to bury myfelf 
there in fome obfcure retreat (but not without 
the confolation of letters and philofophy) 

Oblitt^fque meorum, oblivifcendusi? illb— [/] 
as my former author fpeaks too, who has in* 
ticed me here, I know not how, into the pe« 
dantry of this heap of Latin fentences. And I 

r] Carm. 1 iii. Ode a6. f« Vixi pue«i?,'' ^c. 
'k] Hor. 1 Ep. i. 45. 
/I Hot. 1 Ep. xi. 9. 

D 5 Ikiak 
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, think Dr. Donne's Sun^dyal in a grave is not 
more ufelefs and ridiculous, than poetry would 
be in that retirement. As this therefore is in a 
true fenfe a kitid of death to the mufes> and a 
real literal quitting of this world : fo, methinks, 
I may make a jufl: claim to the undoubted privi- 
lege of deceafed poets, which is, to be read with 
more favour, than the living ; 

Tanti eft ut placeam tibi, Perire [«]. 
Having been forced for my own neceflary 
juftification to trouble the reader with this long 
difcourfe of the reafons wjiy I trouble him alfo 
with all the reft of the book ; I fhall only add 
ibmewhat Concerning the feveral parts of it, and 
fome other pieces, which I have thought fit to 
reje£t in <thijs publication : as firfl;, all thofe 
which I wrote at fchool, from the age of tei\ 
years, till after fifteen; for even fo far back- 
,ward there remain yet fome traces of me in the 
Jutle foot{|ep$ of a child ; which, thovgh they 
were then looked uppn as commendable extrar 
vagances in a bay (men fetting a value upon any 
kind of fruit before the ufual feafon of it) yet I 
would be loth to be bound now to read them all 
oyer myfelf; and therefore (houM dp ill to ex- 
peft that patience from others. Befiiles, they 

"■ [/»] JVIahial. 1. viii. ?p. 69. 

have 
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I^ave already paft through feveraledltions^ which 
b a longer life than ufes to be enjoyed by in* 
f^nts; that are born before the ordinary terms. 
Tl^ey had the good fortune then to find the 
world fo indulgent (for, confidering the time of 
their produ&ion, who could be fo hard-hearted 
to be fevere ?). that 1 fcarce yet apprehend fo 
much to be cenfured for them, as for not having 
mad^ advances ^erwards proportionable to th^ 
fpeed of my fetting out ; apd am obliged too in 
a manner, by difcretion to conceal and fupprefs 
them, as promifes and inftruments under my 
own hand, whereby I flood engaged for more 
ihan I have be6n able to perform ; in which 
.truly if I have failed^ I have the real excufe of 
the hopeftefl fort of bankrupts, which is^ to have 
been made unfolvable, not fo much by their 
own negligence and ill-hufbandry, as by fome 
CLOtorious accidents and ppblic difafters. In 
the next place, I have cafl away all fuch pieces 
as I wrote during the time of the late troubles, 
with any relation to the differences that caufed 
tiiem ; as, among others, three books of the 
civil war itfelf, reaching as far as the firft bat- 
tle of Newbury, where the fucceeding misfor- 
,tunes of the party ftopt the work. 

As for the enfuing book, it eonfifis of four 
cparts : the firfl is a Mifcellany of fevcral fub- 

jeas. 
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je€b, and (bme df them made when I was very 

young, which it is perhaps fuperfluous to tell 
the reader ; I know not by what chance I hk^e 
kept copies of them ; for they are biit a very- 
few in comparifon of thofe which I have loft ; 
and I think they have no extraordinary virtue 
in them, to deferve more care in prefervation, 
than was beftowed upon their brethren ; for 
which I am fo little Concerned, that t am 
aftiamed of the arrogancy of the word, when I 
faid, I had loft them. 

The fecond, is called, Ti€ Mijfre/f, or Love" 
Verfes \ for fo it is, that poets are^fcarce 
thought freemen of their company, without pay- 
ing fome duties, and obliging t!hemfelves to b^ 
true to love. Sooner or later they muft all paf$ 
through that trial, like fome Mahometan monks, 
that are bound by tbeir order, once at Icaft, in 
their jife, to make a ^pilgrimage to Mecca, 

In furias ignemque niunt ; amor omnibus idem [»]» 
But we muft not always make a judgment of 
their, manners frcim their writings of this kind ; 
as the Romanifts uncharitably do of Beza^ for 
a few lafctvious fonnets compofrd by him in his 
youth. It is not in ^thls fenfe that poefy is faid 

' ^ 'M -Virg, Geor|. Hi. 144. ^^ 

to 
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fo'be a jLind of painting ; it is not the piSure of \ 
the poet, but of things and perfons imagined by , '' 
him. He may be in ^is own praSice and dif*^ 
pdfition a phrlofopher^ nay a iloic, and yet 
Ipeak fometimes with thV foftnefs of an amorous 
Sappho — 

'. Feret & nxbus afper Amomum [o]. 

He profefTes too much the ufe of fables (though 
without the malice of deceiving) to have his tef-* 
timony taken even againft himfelf. Neither 
would I here be mifunderftood, as if I affe&ed 
fo much gravity, as to be aihamed to be thought 
really in love. Qa the contrary, I cannot have 
^ good opinion of any man, who is not at leaft 
capabk of being fo. But I fpeak it to e^cufe 
fome expreflions (if fuch there be) which, may 
happen to offend the feverity of fupercilious 
readers ; for much excefs is to be allowed in 
love, and even more in poetry ; fo we avoid th^ 
two unpardonable vices in both, which are ob- 
fcenity and prophanenefs, of which I ^m fure^ 
if my words be ever guilty* they have ill repre* 
fented (ny thoughts and intentions. And if, 
Dptw^thQanding all this,. the lightnefs of the 
matter here difpleafe any body ; he may find 
wherewithal t^conteiit. his more ferious inclinar 
tions in the weight and height of the enfuingar* 
guments. 

[o] Virg. Ed. iii. 89. 

For, 
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F0R5 as for the Pindaric Odes (which i^ the 
third part) I am in great doubt whether they 
will be underftpod by mod readers ; nay^ eyen 
by very many who are well enough acqi^inted 
with the common roads and ordinary tracks of 
poefy. They either are, or at ieaft were meant 
to be, of that kind of ftyle which Dion. Ha- 
LiCARNASSEUs calls, MtfctKO^vif J^ iXi )jiit<i 
J^uvirnl^, and which he attributes to Alc jkus : 
the digreflions areniany, an(l fudden, and fome- 
times long, according to the fafhion of all ly- 
riques, and of Pindar above all men living. 
The figures areiinufual and bold, even to teme- 
rity, and fuch as I diirft not have to do withal 
in any other kind of poetry : the nunibers are 
various and irregular, and ibmetimes (efpeci- 
nMj fome of the long ones) feem harfh and un- 
couth, if the jufi meafiires and cadences be not 
obferved in the pronunciation. So^ that aUnoft 
all'their fweetnefs and numerofity (which is to 
be found, if I miftake not, in the rougheft, if 
rightly repeated) lies in st manner wholly at the 
mercy of the reader. I have briefly defcribed 
the nature of thefe verfes, in the Ode entitu- 
ied, TAf RefurreSien : and though the liberty of 
them may incline -a man to believe them eafjr 
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to be compofedy yet the undertaker will find it 
otherwife— 

— — Ut fibi quivis 

Speret idem, multum fudet^ fniftraque laboret 

Aufusidem (/]. 

I COME now to the laft part, which is*Davi- 
deis, or an heroical poem of the troubles of Da- 
vid ; which I defigned into twelve books; not 
for the tribes fake, but after the pattern of our 
mafter Virgil; and intended to clofe all with * 
that moil poetical and excellent elegy of David 
on the death of Saul and Jonathan: fori 
had no mind to ci^rry him quite onto his anoint* 
ing.at Hebron, becaufe i{ is the cuflom of heroic 
poets (as we .fee by the. examples of H'omee 
and Virgil, whom we (hpuld do ill to forfake 
to imitate others) never to come to the full end 
of their ftory ; but only fo near, that every one 
may fee it ; as men commonly play not out the 
game,, jwhen it is evident that they can win it^ 
but lay down their cards, and. take up what 
they have won. This, I fay, waa the whole 
defign, in which there are many noble and fer- 
tile arguments behind ; as, the barbarous cruelty 
of Saul to the priefts at Nob, the feveral flights 
and efcapes of D Avii>, with the manner of bis 

j>] Hor, A. P. «4o. 

living 
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living in the Wilderncfs, the funeral of Sa- 
muel, the love of Abigal, the facking of 
Ziglag, the lofs and recovery of David's wives 
from the Amalekites, the witch of Endor, the 
war with the Philiftines, and' the battle of Gil- 
ho^'y all which I nieant to interweave upon 
feveral occafioi^, with moft of the illuftrious 
ftories of the Old Teftament, and to embellifh 
with the moft renurkable antiquities of the 

- Jews, and of other nations before or at that age. 
But I have had neither leifure- hitherto, nor 
have appetite at prefent to finifh the work, or 
fo much as to revife that part which is done 
3vith that care which I refolved to beftoW upon 
it, and which the dignity of the matter well de- 
fertes. For what worthier fubjed could have 
been chofen among all the treafurics of pall 
times, than the life of this young prince ; who 
from fo fmall beginnings, through fuch infinite 
troubles and oppofitions, by fuch miraculous vir- 
tues afid excellencies, and with fuch incompa- 

^ rable variety of wonderful anions and accidents^ 
became the greateft monarch that ever fat on 
the moft famous throne of the whole earth j 
Whom fliould a poet more juftly feek to ho- 
nour, than the higheft perfdn who ever honour* 
ed his profeffion ? whom a Chriftian poet, ra* 
tlier than the man after Gob's own heart, and 
the man who had that facred pre-eminence 
.^ above 
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above all other princes, to be thebeft and migh- 
tieft of that royal race from whence Chrift him- 
felf, according to the jBeih, difdained not tode- 
fcend ? When I confider this, and how many 
other bright and magnificent fubjeds of the like 
nature the holy fcripture affords and proffers^ 
as it were, to poefyi in the wife managing and 
illuftrating whereof, the glory of God Almighty 
might be joined with the lingular utility and no- 
blcft delight of mankind ; it is not without grief 
and Indignation tliat I behold that divine fcience 
employing allher inexhauftible riches of wit and 
eloquence, either in the wicked and beggarly 
flattery of great perfons, or the unmanly idoliz- 
ing of foolifli women, or the wretched afFe Na- 
tion of fcunil laughter, or at beft on the con- 
fufcd antiquated dreams of fenfelefs fables and 
metamorphofes. Amongft alt holy and confe- ^j 
crated things, which the devil ever floie and 
alienated from the fervice of the Deity ; as al- 
tars, temples, facrifices, prayers, and the like ; 
there is none that he fo univerfally, and fo long 
ufurpt, as poetry. It is time to recover it out 
of the tyrant's hands, and to reftore it to the 
kingdom of God, who is the JTather of it. It is 
time to baptize it in Jordan, for it will never 
become clean by bathing in the waterof Damaf- 
cus. ' There wants, niethinks, but the conver- 
fioA of that, and the Jews^ for the accomplifli- 

ment 
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incnt of the kingdom of Chrift. And as men, 
before their receiving of the fahh, do not with- 
out fome carnal relu3ancies apprehend the bonds 
and fetters of it, but find it afterwards to be the 
trueft and greateft liberty : it will fare no other- 
wife with this art, after the regeneration of it ; 
I it will meet with wonderful variety of new, 
I more beautiful, and more delightful objeSs; 
neither will it want room, by being confined to 
heaven. There is not fo great a lye to be found 
in any poet, as the vulgar conceit of men, that 
lying is effential ,togood poetry. Were there 
never fo wholefpme nourilhment to be had (but 
alas, it breeds nothing but difeafes) out of thefe 
boafled feafts of love and fables ; yet, methinks, 
the unalterable continuance of tfie diet fhould 
make us naufeate it : for it is almoft imppflible 
to ferve up any new difli of that kind. They 
are all but the cold -meats, of the antients, new- 
y ibeated, and new fet fgrth. I do not at all won- 
'der that the old po^ts made fome rich crops out 
of thefe grounds ; the heart pf the foil was not 
then wrought out with continual tillage: but 
what can we expeS now, who come a gteaning, 
not after the firft reapers, but aftjer the very 
\l^f^ZT$} Befides, though thofe mad (lories of 
^ the gods and heroes feem in themfelves fo ridi- 

culous ; yet they were then the wholcj \fody (or 
rather chaos) pf the theology of thofe time^. 
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They were believed by all but a few philofo- 
phers, and perhaps fome atheifts, and ferved to 
good purpofe; among the vulgar (as pitiful things 
as they are), in (Irengthening the authority of 
law with the terrors of confcience, and expec- 
tation of certain rewards,, and unavoidable pu- 
nifhments. There was, do other religion ; and 
therefore l|iat was better th^n none at all. But 
^ usj who have no need pf them,, to us, who 
' deride their folly, and are wearied with their 
impertinencies,; they ought to appear no better 
arguments for verfe, than thofe of their worthy 
fuccefibrs, the knights errant. What can we 
imagine more proper for th^ ornanients of wit 
cr learning in the.ftory of Deucalion than in 
that of Noah? Why will not the aQipns of 
Sampson afford as plentiful matter as the la- 
bours of Hercules ? Why is not Jephtha's 
daughter as good a wpman asIpHiCENiA? and 
the friendfliip ofDAYiA and Jonathan more 
worthy celebration than that of^THESEUS and 
Perithous? Does not thepaffageof Moses 
and the Ifraelites into the Holy Land yield in- 
comparably more ppetjcal variety than the voy- 
ages of Ulysses or ^ne as I Are the obfolete 
thread-bare tales of Thebes and Troy half fo 
ftored with great, heroiqal and fupernatural ac- 
tions (fince verfe will needs find or make fuch) 
aithc warsof Joshua, of the Judges, of Da- 

VIDt 
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viD, and divers others? Can all the transfor- 
ttiations of the gods give fuch copious hints to 
flodrifli and expatiate on, as the true miracles of 
Ghrift, or of his prophets and apoftles ? What 
db I inftance in thefe few particulars ? All the 
books of the Bible are either already moft admi- 
rable and exalted pieces of poefy, or are the 
beft materials in the world fpr it. Yet, though 
they be in themfelves fo proper to be made ufe 
of for this purpofe ; none but a good artift will 
know how to do it : neither muft we think to 
cut and polifh diamonds with fo little pains and 
Ikill as we do marble. For, if any man defign 
to compofe a facred poem, by only turning a 
ftory ofthc fcripture, like Mr. QyARLES*s, or 
fome other godly matter, like Mr. Heywood 
of angels, into rhyme ; he is fo far from ele- 
vating of poefy, that he only abafes divinity. 
In brief, he who can write a prophanc poem 
well, may write a divine one better ; but he 
who can do that but ill, will do this much worfe. 
I The fame fertility of invention ; the fame wif- 
dom of difpofition ; the fame judgment in ob- 
f fervance of decencies ; the fame luftrc and vi- 
' gor of elocution ; the fame modefty and majef- 
ty of number ; briefly, the fame kind of habit, 
is required to both : only this, latter allows bet- 
ter fluff, and therefore would look more deform- 
edly, ill dreft in it. I am far from affuming^ to 

myfclf 
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myfelf to have fulfilled the duty of this weighty 
undertaking : but Aire I anGi, there is nothing 
yet in our language (nor perhaps in any) that is 
in any degree anfwerabte to the idea that I con- 
ceive of it. And I fliall be ambitious of no other; 
fruit from this weak and imperfed attempt of ^ 
mine, but the opening of a way to the courage 
and induftry o( fome other perfons, who may 
be better ab|e to perform it thoroughly and fuc* 
cefsfully. 



THE 
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THE AUTHOR'S PRE FACE 

CUTTER OF COLEMAN-STREET [Jl• 

A, C p ^t fe D Y, called the Guardian, and 
niade by me when I was very young, 
was aQed formerly at Cambridge, and feveral 
times after privately during the troubles, as I 
am told, with good approbation, as it has been 
lately too at Dublin. There being many things 
in it which I difliked', and finding myfelf, for 
fome days idle, and alone in the country, I fell 
upon the changing of it almoft wholly, as now 
it is, and as it was played fince at his Royal 
Highnefs's theatre under this new name. It met 
at the firft reprefentation^ with no favourable 

[a] This comedy has a great deal of merit. The 
dWloeue is eafy enough, and many of the (cenes 
pleaiant. And, though the condu^ of the drama 
be not that which the beft critics have prelcribed, I 
fhould, perhaps, have inferted the Ci///^0/'Co/!f mi^ff" 
Jirfet in the prefent colledtion, if, agreeably to the 
plan and purpofe of this publication, I could have 
found room for fo long a work. However, the /Vr- 
face couldi by no means, be omitted, as it ferves to 
let us into the writer's charadter, and is written, 
throughout, in his own fpirit. 

reception ; 
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reception ; and I think there was fomething of 
hdtion againil it> by the eariy appearance of 
feme men's difapprobation before they had feen 
enough of it to build their diflike upon their 

' judgment. Afterwards it ^t fdme ground, and 
found friends as well as adverfaries. In which 
condition I ihould willingly let it die, if the 
main imputation under which it fuffered had 
been fhot only againft my wit or art in thefe 
matters, and not direded againft the tendered 
parts of human reputation, good- nature, good- 
manners, and piety itfelf. The firft clamour 
which fome malicious perfons raifed, and made 
a great noife with, was, that it was a piece in- 
tended for abufe and fatire againft the king's 
party. Good God ! againft the king's party? 
After having ferved it twenty years, during all 
the time of their misfortunes and afflidions ; I 
muft be a very rafti and imprudent perfon, if I 
chofe out that of their reftitution to begin a 
quarrel with them. I muft be too much a 

1 madman to be trufted with fuch an edged tool 
as comedy. But firft, why fliould either the 
whole party (as it was once diftinguiflied by 
that name, which I hope is aboliftied now by 
univerfal loyalty), or any man of virtue or ho- 
nour in it, believe themfelves injured, or at all 
concerned, by the reprefentation of the faults 

and 
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and follies of a few Who, in the general diviiiori 
of the fiaHon, had cmwded in andoiig them f 
In all tniiced' niin*cr» (whicfris the cafe of pzt^ 
ties) liiy^ \h the nibftehtlre^irtd continued bo- 
Aitt', there kit ofttdh fbfhe dte^enemted an(i 
corrupted parts^ which ttiay be caft awdy from 
that, and even cirt off flrom this unity, vdth^ 
^mt anyinfcftioii of 'fcatJdil tb the' rertiairtinj^ 
body. The chartfi of Rdibe, ['yflti 'kll he^ 
fcrrogatotfe', iind her Widi pi-etfertc^S of ' ^^rtifinty 
in all triiths, and ixcmptioft (rom ill jerrors; 
does not chip on thi$ enchanted armour 6f ihfaU 
libility upori all her particular fubjeSS, irtor is 
bffended ^t the i*6proof 'of • he^r ^rek'teti dbaorsl 
^e arc not, I hopeV becbind fiich f^dritkifi 
oUrftl>^es, ai to aflume the" n*ttc of the'ccfn- 
gregation' if the^ fpotlcfe. ' tf^'U hand for any 
party to btr (b ill as that ilo g6dd; impblfiWe to 
be fo good a$ thar no ill; thistild l^e found 
amohg th^: "Aftfd it has t^feii*lhfe perpetual 
^y^lVllfege 0^ fitHfe aild 'c6tti^d^: ' tb* pkick their 
irices arid ttfties; cH^u^' riot^heif p^ffoiiS, oUt 
of the' fanaiiary d( atfy \h\k. A cbwkrdfy rant- 
ing foldid^, ah ignorant cbarlatanical do£tor, k 
*foolifli cheating lawyer,' a ftlly pedantic^ail fcko- 
iar, havfe^ ai^iy8'^en,I^!itid illll aVeVth*t>riiJ- 
cipai 'fabjeas'of all conAedies,^' vrlthbiic any 
Hcandal given to thoftf honourable pf ofeiSom, or 
Vol, I." E even 
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even taken by their fevereft profeflbrs. AndU 
if any good phyfician or divine, ihquld be offkni^ 
ed with me, here for inveighing j^ainft a quack, 
or for finding Deacon Soaker too-.oftefi.in the 
butteries, my refped and reverence ^o their 
callings would make me troubled at their dif- 
pleafure, but I cpulc) not abftain from taking 
them for, yery ^c^olerjc^and quarrfSjlfome per- 
fons. Wb^t doestbisj therelbrer^mount to, if]t 
were true which is ptyeSefi ? But it is far from 
being fo ; for the reprefentation of two 0iarks 
about the town (fallows merry and ingenious 
enough, and therefore admitted into better 
con^panie? than they deferye, yftt .yrithal two 
yery,fcoundrels, which is no unfrequent. charac- 
ter at London),^^thje|/ep^iefentation, I fay, of 
thefe as pretended officers of the.iroyal army, 
was made for no other purpofe.but to (hew the 
livQrld, that the vices and extravagances imput- 
ed vulgarly to the <;ayaJiers, were really com- 
mitted byaliens, jw^p only ufii^rped thgt napie, 
and endeavpy red. to cover the. reproach of tHeir 
indigency, or infamy of t^ieir. anions, .with fo 
honourable a title. So that the bufinefs was 
n9>;l?ef^ to.correS prcutoflFa^y natural branches, 
though never fc5;corrppted,Qr .luxuriant, but^o 
fepara,t.c Jjind caft ^w:ay that vermin, which, by 
.flicking fo clofe to ,^em, had done great and 

cenfiderabie 
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confiderable prejudice both to the beauty and 
fertility of the tree ; and this is plainly faid> and 
as often inculcated^ a$ if one ihould write round 
about a fign, TUs is a dbg. This is a dog, out of 
over-much caution left fcHie might happen to 
miftake it for a lion. Thtsrefore^ when this 
calumny could not hold (for the caie is clear, 
and will take no colour), fome others fought out 
a fubtler hint to traduce me u{)on the fame 
fcore, and were angry that the pek-fon whom I 
made a true gentleman, and one both of confl- 
derable quality and fufferings in the royal party, 
{hould not have a fair and noble charader 
throughout, but ihould fubmit in his great ex- 
tremities to wrong his niece for his own relief. 
This is a refined exception, fuch as I little fore- 
faw^ nor .(hould, with the dulnefs of my ufual 
charity, have found out againft another man in 
twenty years. The truth is, I did not intend 
the charafter of a hero, one of e!cemplary vir- 
tue, and, as Homer often terms fuch men, 
unblamable, but an ordinary jovial gentleman, 
' commonly called a good-fellow, one not fo 
confcientidus as to ftarve rather than do thei lead 
injury, and }'et endowed with fo much fenfe of 
honour, as to refufe, when that neceflity was re- 
moved, the gain of five thoufand pounds, which 
he ought have taken from his niece by the ti* 
E ^ .. ' tgour. 
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gourofa foffqkuce-: and let the franknefs of 
this latter generoCty fo expiate for the former 
fjrailty, as may make us not alhamed of his com* 
pany ; for,i if his true metal is but equal to his 
allay, it will not indeed render him one of the 
fined fort,of{n€n», but it willniake him currentf 
for aught I knoVf in any party that ever yet 
vras in the world. If you be to choofe parts for 
a comedy out of any noble or elevated rank oC 
perfonsy t]nc mod proper for that work are the 
word of that; kind. Comedy is humble of her 
/^ pat\yc,: and has always been bred low, fo that 
Ihc knows not how to behave herfelf with the 
great and accompliflied. She does not pretend 
to the brifk and bold qualities of wine, but to 
the dotpachal acidity of vinegar, and therefore 
1(9 bQd .placed among that fort of people which 
the Romans call, TAe lees of RomiIlus. If 
i had designed here the celebration of the 
virtues of our friends, I would have made 
the fcene nobler wh^re I intended to ereft 
/ their datues. . They .ihould have dood in 
odesj an4 . tragedies^ and epic poems (nei- 
ther have I totally omitted thofe great tef- 
timonies of my edeem of them) — Sed nunc non 
tmt Us locus, &c. 

And fd much for this little fpiny objedion,: 
which a man cannot fee without a magnifying 

glafs. 
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glafs. The next is enough to knock a man down, 
and accufes me of no lefs than prophanenefs. 
Prophane, to deride the hypocrify of thofc men 
whofe fkulls are not yet bare upon the gates fincc^ 
the public and juft punifhment of it? But there* 
is fome imitation of fcripture-phrifes : God for- 
bid ; there is no reprefentation of the true face 
of fcripture, but only of that vizard which thefte 
hypocrites (that is, by interpretation, aftors with 
a vizard) draw upon it. Is it propbane to fpeak- 
of Harrison's return to life again, when 
fome of his friends really profefled their belief 
of it, and he himfetf had been faid to promife 
it ? A man may be fo imprudently fcrupulous as 
to find prophanenefs in any thing, either faid or 
written, by applying it under fome fimilitude 
or other to fome expreffions in fcripture. This 
nicety is both vain and endlefs. But I call God 
to withefs, that, rather than one tittle (hould 
remain among all my writings, which, accord- 
ii^ to my fevered judgment, (hould be found* 
guilty of the crime objeded, I would myfetf' 
bum and exttnguifh them all together. Nothing 
il fo deteftably lewd and wretchlefs as the deri-: 
(ion of things facred, and would be in me more 
unpardonable than any manelfe, who have en* 
dea voored to root out the ordinary weeds of poe«*: 
try, and to pbnt it almoft wholly with divinity. 
E 3 I anv 
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I am fo far from allowing any loofe or irreve- 
rent expreffionsy in matters of that religion 
which I believe^ that I am very tender in this 
point, even for the grofieft errors of confcienti- 
ous perfons ; they are the propereft objed (me- 
thinks) both of our pity and charity too ; they 
are the innocent and white fedaries, in compa« 
rifon of another kind, who ingraft pride upon 
ignorance, tyranny upon liberty, and upon all 
their herefies, treafon and rebellion. Thefe are 
principles fodeftrudive to the peace and fociety 
of mankind, that they deferve to be purfued by 
our ferious hatred ; and the putting a malk of 
fand^ity upon fuch devils, is fo ridiculous, that 
it ought to beexpofed to contempt and laughter. 
They are indeed prophane, who counterfeit the 
foftncfs of the voice of holinefs, to difguife the 
roughnefs of the hands of impiety ; and not they^ 
who, with reverence to the thing which others 
dilTemble, deride nothing but their diflimulatt* 
on. If fome piece of an admirable artift fiiould 
be ill copied, even to ridiculoufnefs, by an ig- 
2K>ratit hand; and another painter fliould under- 
take' to draw that copy^ and make it yet more 
ridiculous^ to ihew apparently the difference of 
the two works, and deformity of the latter; will 
not every man fee plainly^ that the abufe is tn« 
tended to the foolifh imitation, and not to the 
excellent original i I might fay much more, to 

confute 
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coAfiite and confouad this very falfe and malici- 
ous accufatioo ; but this is enough, I hope, to 
clear the matter, and is, I axp afraid, too much 
for a prefaoe to a work of fo little confident* 
tion. 

As for all other objedions, which have been, 
orimy be made againft the inv\ention or elocu<* 
tioB, or any thing elfe which comes under the 
critical jurifdidion ; let it (land or fall as it can 
anfwer for itfelf, for I do not hy the great ftreis 
of my reputation upon a ftrudure of this na- 
ture^i much lefs upon the flight reparations only 
of an old and unfaihiorable building. There is 
no writer but may fail fometimes in point of wit ; 
and it is«no leis frequent for the auditors to fail 
in point of judgment. I perceive plainly, by 
(daily experience, that Fortune is miftrefi of the 
theatre, as Tvlly fays it ^ of all popular af-; 
femblies. No man can fell fometimes from 
whence the tnvifible winds rife that move them. 
There are a multitude of people, who are tndy 
and only fpedators at a play, without atiy ufe 
of their underftanding ; and thefe carry it fome- 
times by the ftrength of their numbers. There, 
are others, who ufe their underftandings too 
much ; who think it a (ign of weaknefs and ftu- 
pidity^ to let any thing, pafs by themi unattack- 
E 4 ^<Jf 
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^4, and: that the JM>Q0ur,pf,A^.jij4BB^ 
tome brvtpls imagipe of their cot^r^e)<y)$ifi(l| 
in quarrelling with every thing. ,Wc are there-t 
fore woqderfuljwife ngen, and have i\^i? feufi-i 
nefsof it, we, who fpend our time in poetry^ 
I do fometimes laugh, and am often angry with 
myfelf, vfhm I think on it ^, and if I l^ ^{on 
inclined by nature tp the fame folly, I belicvq 
\ ihould bind hiip from it, l^y the ftriSeft con« 
juration^ pf a paternal bl^iTing., Eor what cai^ 
bp ipore ridieulouS| thai} ^ .l.^?ur to givf meq 
'p^ delight,: whi^^they l^bpur^ ofi.tl>fir.part, i^ofs 
eawvEiftlyi to take offence?; To i?3^ppfe 9<»ft'? 
felf voluntarily and frankly to all the danger^ ^ 
that narrow paiTage to unprofitable fa^ne, which 
\s defended by. ^^de mult,itp4?^ .0^ ^hl? igP^rapt, 
^nd hy f(r.i(ned jrqpp§ pf .|he Hialicipps?.;If. vffl 
dq iljj mnj .^^QVftf fit>{ ^Pd all. .^Vpife. M^ f iC 
vr^ 4g, w^ l?jit f(pv| ¥^e9.4"^;^ 4»V>lin4ifW 
entertain \t kipdly. If iire^cpmxpit errors, therci 
i$ no pajrdon ; if we coii^d do wonders, ther^ 
would \» Jmt little thaife,. ?,^4 tj^ (09 ^xJWtcd 

' But fiuM pfirti)^ mtiy fajr^. Wm\^ 9Q^. 4^ 
ways thus? doyouexpefi a particular prWUege* 
that was never yet enjoyed by any poet ? w^r^ 
the aniieat Grecian, ^r noble Roman ay^Qr»| 
.1 was 
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was ViRGiir himfelf^ exempt from this pof* 

Q;tti multis mefior, quam to, fuit, improbe, rebus,* 
who wasj in many things^ thy belter far, tboa 
impudent pretender ? as was faid by Lucre* 
Tius to a perfon, who took it ill that he was 
to die, though he had feen fo many do it before 
him, who better deferved immortality: and 
this is to repine at the natural condition of a liv- 
ing poet, as he did at that of a living mortal. 
I do not only acknowledge the pre-eminence of 
ViRGit (whofe footfteps I adore), but fubmit 
to many of his Roman brethren; and I confefi, 
that even they, in their own times, were not 
fo fecure from the alTaults of detradion (though 
Ho RACE brags at laft, "Jam dente minus morde^r 
ifwido) ; but then the barkings of a few were 
drowned in the applaufe of all the reft of the 
world, and the poifon of their bitings extin* 
guifhed by the antidote of great rewards and 
great encouragements, which is a way of curing 
now out of ufe ; and I really profefs, that I nei-- 
ther exped, nor think I deferve it. Indolency 
would ferve my turn inftead of pleafure ; but 
rtie ca(e is not fo well ; for though I comfort 
myfelf with fome aflurance of the favour and 
affe&ion of very many candid and good-natured 
(and yet too judicious and even critical) perfons; 

E 5 y«t 



82 PREFACE, &c. 

yet this I do affirm^ that from all which I hare 
written I never received the leaft benefit^ or 
the lead advantage^ but, on the contrary, have 
felt fometimes the effeds of malice and misfor-^ 

tune. 
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OF 
MR. A. COWLEY. 

T H E M O T T O. 
\ Tentaiida vm eft> i^c. Vine. 

WH ^ T ihall 1 do to be for ever known, 
And make the a^.to come my own ? 
[a] * ♦ * * 

Hence ail the flattering vanities> that lay 

lipts of rofcs in the way. 
Hence the deiire of honours^ or eftate ; 

> And ally that, is not above fate. 
Hence love himfelf> that tyrant of my days, 

Which intercepts my coming praife. 
Come, my beft friends, my books> and lead me on j 

'Tis time that I were gone. 
Welcome, great Stagirlte, and teach mV now 
, AU I was bom to know. 

. [a] Some lines of the original are left out. 

Tb7 
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Thy fcholar's vidl'ries thou doft far out-do: 

He ^quer'djt^ earth /t^ie whole world, f^M f*J. 
Welcome, learn'd Cicero, whofe bieft tongue and wit 

Preferves Rome's greatnefs yet. 
Thou art the firft of orators j only he. 

Who beft can praife thee, next muft be [r]. 
Welcome the Mantuan fwan, ' Virgif the wUe, 

Whofe verfe walb higheft, but not flies [J]. 

: ' ■- .u ^'.,y .~.i. • :: ■ ^ - .-. •... • . . ^ .. 

Ih] He conquered tb^ earth i the ivhole tuorU^ 
you.l Earth f means this habitable globe: nmrU^ 
the fyftem of univerfal nature. But the compliment 
is not a Htde exti:ayagaht ! like that of Mr. Pope to 
Newton— -' * 

" Grod faid, let Newton be, and «// was light* 
-^ for which the Poet is vec^Jjuft^r^pKhendedbj 
his learned Commentator. 

W . - . ; ««§r^> . .; • > ' '^, 

Who left can praife thecy next muft he] i. e.' he sm^ft 
be only next ; fot none ttut. Cicero kfrafelf was equal 
to the fubjeft. The poet Ranees at what liyjUad 
of the ^reat Roman orator '^ vir maj^aus, acer, me7 
morabiiis, et in cujus lauJes fe^uendas Cicerone lamfo' 
tore opus fuerit, A fragment, prtfirved by the dder 
Seneca. • ' •*•' -^ * - ' •. 

[^ Whofe <verfe n»dh,^^^ iti0j 9l¥ M^Q: le. 
which keeps withim t^e U^it^ .9f Bati^^ %n(i is fub* 
lime without being extrjayagant. ' VirgTs>j»iV Mufe 
is here juftly charadleriaied : the Lyricy is a fwan of 
another fpeciesy of which the poet fays nobly, cUe^ 
where— 

" Lo, hpw the obfequious wincj andfwellingair 

" The Theban Swan does upwards blear 
•* Into the walks of clouds, where bfe docs play, 
** And with extended wings opens his liquid way." 
J Pmdaric Odes.i TAc praife ofFindar. 

Who 
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Who brought green poefy to her perfcdl agC| 

And made that art, which was a rage. 
Tell me, ye mighty three, what fhall I do 

To' be like one of you. 
But ye have climb'd. the mountain's top» there fit 

On the cahn flourifhing head of it» 
Andy whilfty with wearied fteps> we upward go. 

See UBft and clouds bchiw. - 



OD£ 
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II. 
O D E. 

r 

O N W 1 T. 

I, 
^r> E LL me, O tell, what kind of thing is wil> 

X Thou, whomafter artofit. 
For the firft matter loves variety lefi ; 
Lefs women love^t, either in love or dreis {#]• 
A thoufiind different fiiapes it bears. 
Comely in thonfimd ihapes appears. 
Yonder we &w it plain ; and here 'tis now. 
Like fpirits in a place, we know not how^ 

z. 
London, that vents of &lfe ware fo much (fere. 

In no ware deceives us more. 
For men led by the colour, and the ihape, 
Like Zeuxes' birds fly to the painted grape ; 

Some things do through our judgment pafi> 

As through a multiplying glafi. 

{e\ We fliould now (ay, to avoid the di(agreeable 
contra6tion, — 

" Lcis women love iV, or in love, or dre(s." 
— But our poet affeSted the(fe contractions, and, if 
we may believe the writer of his life, fancied they 
gave a ftrength and energy to his verfe. The truer 
reafon for his ufe of them, was, that he found them 
in fafhion* 

And 
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And ibmetimesy if the objed be too far. 
We take a falling meteor for a ftar. 

3- 
Hence 'tis, a wit, that greateft word of fame, 

Grows fttcb a common name. 
And wits by our creation they become, 
Juft (69 as titular biihops made at Rome. 

'Tis not a tale, 'tis not a jeft 

Admired with laughter at a feaft. 
Nor florid talk, which can that title gain ; 
The proofs of wit for ever muft remain. 

4. 

Tis not to force fome lifelefs Verfes meet 

With their five gouty feet. 
All every where, like man's, mud be the foul, I 
And reafbn the inferior powers controul. 

Such were the numbers, which could call 
The ilones mto the Theban wall., . . 
Such miracles are ceas'd i and now we fee 
No towns or houfes [/] rais'd by poetry. [ 

5. 
Yet, *tis not to adorn, and gild each part 2 

That fhews more cofl, than art. 
Jewels at nofe and lips but ill appear ; 
Rather, than all things, wit, let none be there. 

Several lights will not be feen. 

If there be nothing elfe between. 

f/] Houfes] Here ufed in the double fcnfe of 

hti/ef, properly f^ called, ar.d oi families, 

Men 
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Men doubt, becauiie thcj ftaod ib thick i' th' (kj. 
If thofe be ftar., whicb paint tfa£ galaxy [;]• 

Tis noty when two like wair49 nuke up one aoiie ;. 

Jefts for Dutchioea^ and Engliflb bojrs. 
In which who finds out wU, (heiame may lee 
In anagrams and acroftic9> poetrj; 

Much lefi can that have any place 

At which ai virgin hidei her face ; 
Such droG the fire muft purge away ; 'tis jufi^ 
The author bluiK there> where tlM reader auift. 

7- 
'Tis not fttch lini^ a3 aknoiO^ exack the ftage. 

When Bajazet begins to rage. 

Nor a tall qaetafihor in the bombaft way^ 

Nor the dry chipr of ihort-lung'd Seneca. [^^1 

Nor 

[g] This idea has been borrowedb/Mr. Addiion, 
and appliedv with much elegance, to our poet hhn- 
felf. ror, (peakiagof Mr. Cowley's wit, he iay«-— 
" One glitt'ring thought no (boner ibrikes our eyes 
•« With filent wonder, but new wonders rife : 
^' As in the milky way a ihining white 
** O'erfi'ows the heav'ns with one conttmie^ light i 
** That not a fingle ftav can fhew his rays> 
•* Whilft jointly aU; promote the common blaae/* 
Accouf^ of EngliJbfMiUy to Mr. H, S. 
[b] —^ Jhort4un^d Semca.] Meaning his y^/ fen- 
tences, as if he had not breath^enough to ferve htm for 
longer — anbtlandJimUit. — Yet, i»aaother fenfe, he 
is, perhaps, the moft long-wnded author of antiqui- 
ty« For, as. Mr. Baylem weUobferYedn " II n'y a 

*• guere 
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Nor upon all things to obtrude 
And force fome odd finiilitude. ^ 

What IS it t^en, Yrbicl^i like th^ p^w^er divine, . 

We only can by negatives define [»] ? 

*^ guert ^ecrivain dont le verbiage foit plus gratd 
'* que celui de 8f neqite :. Cicero mtttioit dans une 
** periode de fix lignes ce que Seneque dit dans fix 
'< j^riodes qui tlenncnt huit ou aeuf lignes.*' Latf^p 
t. u. p. 150. 

ti] The two concluding ftanzai of thil ode are 
omitted. A 
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ni. 

TO THE LORD FALKLAND. 

For bis Ut Retuxn from the Nonbtm BxftMthm 
agttnft the S c o T 8 [i]. 

GREAT IS thy chargei O North; be wife 
^ and jttft» 

England commits her Falkland to th/ truft ; 
Return him fiife : learning would rather chooic 
Her Bodlej, or her Vatican, to lofe. 
All thingi that are but writ or printed there» 
In his unbounded breaft engraven are. 
There tdl the fctences together meet» 
And everjr art does all her kindred greet, 

[k] Agatnfi tie Scots.] In 1639. Confequentlf 
the poet was then in his 21ft year. But the chief 
reafon for giving thefe veries to the Lord Falkland a 
place in the prefent coUedton, is, for the fake of 
perpetuatbg the memoiy of the author's entire 
frienJflnp with that virtuous and accomplifhed no- 
bleman — a friend/bip cortraBed^ as Dr. Sprat tells 
vOf ly the agreement of their learning and manners, — • 
It is rema»able» that we find no compliment ad- 
drefled hj Mr. Cowley to the duke of Buckingham, 
or the earl of St. Albans. He fuppofed, without 
doubt, that he had done honour enough to thofe 
lords rfome will think, too much) in permitting them 
Co be his patrons : 

" Enough for half the greateft of thofe days 
*• To 'fcape his cenfure, not expe^ hb praife.*' 

POFE. 

Yet 
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Tet juftle not, nor quarrel; but as well 
Agree, as in ibme common principle. 
So» in an army governed right» we fee 
(Though out of (everal countries raisM it be) 
That sdi their order |tnd their p^ace maintain, 
^ The £ng1i(h, Dutch, the Frenchmen, and the Dane. 
So thoufimd diverfe (pedes fill the air, 
Tet neither croud nor mix confus'dfy there s 

^ Beafts, hottfes, trees, and men together fye, 

I Yet enter undiihirb'd into the eye. 

And this great prince of knowledge is by fate 
Thruft into th' noife and bulineis of a date. 
All virtues, and fome cuftoms, of the court. 
Other mens labour, are at leaft his fport. 
Whilft we, who can no adion undertake. 
Whom idlenels itfelf might learned make. 
Who hear of nothing, and as yet fcarce know. 
Whether the Scots in England be or no, 

> Pace dully on, oft tire, and often (lay, 

f Yet fee his nimble Pegafus fly away. 

'Tis nature's fault, who did thu^ partial grow, 
And her eftate of wit on one beftow : 
Whilft we, like younger brothers, get at beft 
But a (mall ftock, and muft work out the reft. 
How could he anfwer't, (houki the ftate think fit 

i To quefHon a monopoly of wit [I] ? 

Such is the man» whom we require the fiime 
We lent the North j untoucht, as is his fame. 

[/J — fittj^^n ttmompolj of tJuitP] As it had done 
many otier monopolies. The allufioa is not fo far 
fetched, as it feems. 

He 
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He is too goqdfor war»^ and ought to be 
As far from danger, as from fear he's free [m}, 
Thofe men alone (and thofe sue ufeful» too) 
Whofc valour is the only art, they know. 
Were for fad .war and bloody battles bom i 
Let them the ftate defend* and he adorn. 

[m] ^as from fear bi^s/rei.] Yet it was, in part, 
to vindicate himfelf from the imputMon of this fear, 
that he always put himfelf in the way oi danger ^ and, 
in the end, threw away hit valuable life at the battle 
of Newbury. 



On 
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IV. 
• jOo tht Death of Mr. Joab an. 
Second Matter at Weftminfter-Schooi. 

HERE lies the kiiafter of my tender years, 
The guardian of my parent's [n] hope and feaiti 
Whofe govenutient ne*er ftood me in a tear 1 
Ail weeping was referv'd to (ptnd it h6re« 
He pluckt from youth the follies and the crimes. 
And built up men againft the future times ; 
For deeds of age are in their caufes then» 
And though he taught but bOys, he made the men. 
Hence 'twas> a matter, in thofe ancient days 
When men fought knowledge firtt, and by it praife. 
Was a thing full of reverence, prdfft. Fame ; 
Father itfelf was but a fccond name. ' ' ^ 
And if a Mufe hereafter fmileoi^ me) • ' ' 
And fay 9 " Be thou a poet»'' men ihall fee 
That none could a»more grateful fcholar have ; 
For what I ow'd his life, Pll pay his grave [0], 

[n] — m^ parents] That is, of his mother's^ Under 
whofe difcipline he was bred ; for he was h^rn (Dr. 
Sprat telb us) after bis father's death. 

\o'\ The reft of this poem [one of thofe which were 
written, as he fays, 'when be was verj young) is fup- 
pretted. 

V.Oa 
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V. 

On the Death of Mr. William B£RV£Y [p]. 
ImmodlcU brevis efi xtas» & ran feneftus. Ma ar, 

IT was a difmal, and a fearful nigtity 
Scarce coaid the mom drive on th'unwilliDg light* 
When deep, deat};^'s image, left my troubled breaft* 

Byfomethtng, liker death, pofleft. 
My tyes with tears did uncommanded flow. 
And on my (bul hung the dull weight 
Of fome intolerable fate. 
What bell was that ? Ah me ! too much I know. 

2. 

My iweet companion, and my gentle peer, 
Why haft thou left me thus unkindly here. 
Thy end for ever, and my life to moan ; 

Othou haft left me all alone ! 
Thy foul and body, when death's agony 

Befieg'd, around, thy noble heart. 

Did not with more relu^ance part. 
Than I, my deaiTeft friend, do part from thee. 

[>] Mr. miHam Hervey.^ The author's beloved 
friend— -This poem came from the heart, and is 
therefore more natural and pleafing than moft others 
in the coUedlion. 

3. My 
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3> 
My deareft friend, would I iiad df d for thee [f] ! 
Life and this wotid henceforth wiU tediouS' he. 
Nor ifaall I know horeafter what to do» 

If once my griefs jN'OTe tedious, too. 
Silent and &d I walk about all day. 

As (ullen ghofts ftalk fpeechle6 by. 

Where their hid treafures lye; 
Alas, my treafure's gone, why do Iday? ; . • 

4- 

He was mj friend, the trueft friend on earth ; 
A fbrong and mighty influence join'd our birth [r]. 
Nor did we envy the moft founding name 

By friend/hip giv'n of pld to fame. 
None but his brethren he, and fifters knew. 

Whom the kind youth preferred to me ; 

And ev'n in that we did agree, . 
For much above myfelfllov'd them, too.' , 

5- 
Say, for you (aw us, ye imnaortal lights. 
How dft unweary'd have we (pent the nigKts '? 
Till the L6daBan'fcu-s, To fam'd for love. 

Wonder'd at u^ from above. 
We fpent them not in toys, in lufb, or wiiie; 

But iearch of deep philoibphy. 

Wit, eloquence, and poetry. 
Arts which I lov'd, for they, my friend, were thine. 

Iq] -^ 'would 1 bad dydfmr thee I] From z Sam 
.xviii, ^i. 

'^ W —jotted our birth,] In this and the following 
ftanza the poet has copied Periius, Sat. v. but with 
freedom and fpirit. 

6. Ye 
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6. 
Ye fi^Ms of Cimbridg^y omfdesrOunbiidge^ ity» 

Have ye-Yiot feeif us wiUiing atetf ikf ? i : 

Was there a tree about^ wbich dkl not kiio# 
The love betwixt us two ? 

Henceforth, ye gebtle treei> f6r eV«r fad^ ; 
Or your fad branched tbickor join. 
And into darkfome fhades combine, 

Dark» as the grave, whefeih my friend is laid. ' ' 

," . '^ 
Henceforth) no learned youths beneath yon iing, ; 

Till all the tunefiil birds to' your boughs they bring j 

No tuneful birds plav with their wonted chear» 

And call the learned youths to' hear ; , 
No whiftling winds' t)irough the, glad branches fly, 

Butall witli ^dlbiemnityi 

Mute and unmoved be,. 
Mute, as the grave, wherein my friend does fye. 

.•.•;iv. A...-^ .,.: -• ■• 

To him ipy Mufe 9jade i^afi:^ with^very fbatn, : 
Whilft it was new, aijd warm yet from the brain^ 
He lov'd my worthleis rhim^, and^.lik^ a friend [*], 
Would find out Ibmething to commend* 

[s[ '^iikeafriendl 

^ *♦ each finding, like a friend, 

** Something =to b&mtv Aodfolnetkingtocomtiiena." 

^ Pope, to Mr. Jervas. 

.... Heftce 
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Hence now, mjMuie, tbou cgnft not me delight 1 

Be this my lateft verfe 

With which I now adorn his hearfe, 
And this my grief, Mrhhoutthy help, ihall write/- ' 

9- 

Had I wreath of bays about my brow» ^, 

I ihouid contemn that flourifliing honour noWf \ 

Condemn it to the fire, and joy to hear ! 

It rage and crackle there. 
Inftead of bays, crown with fad cyprels me ; 

Cypre&, which tombs does beautify s 

Not Phoebus griev'd, (b much as I, 
For him, who firft was made that mournful tree. 

10. 

Large was his Ibul [r] ; as large a foul, as e'er 

Submitted to inform a body here. 

High as the place, 'twas ihortly in heav'n to have, 

But low, and humble as his grave. 
S6 high, that ail the virtues there did come 

As to their chiefeft feat 

Confpicuous, and great s 
So low, that for me too it made a roonu 

II. 
He fcorn*d this bufy world below, and all 
That we, miftaken mortab, pleafure call ; 
Was fiird with innocent gallantry and truth. 
Triumphant o'er the fins of youth. 

[/] Mr. Gray feems to have had his eye on this Itne^ 
when he wrote that verfe, m his Epitapb'^ 

" Large was his bounty, and his/an/ fincerc.'' 
Vol, h F He, 
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He, like the ftars, to which he now is gone, 

Thatffiine with beams like flame, 

Yet burn not with the lame, 
Had all the light of youth, of the fire lione. 

Knowledge he only fought, and fo foon caught. 
As if for him knowledge had rather fought. 
Nor did more learning ever crowded lie 

In fuch a fliort mortality. 
Whene'er the Mfiil youth difcours'd or writ, 

Still did the notions throng 

About his eloquent tongue, 
Nor could hb ink flow fafter than his wit. 

So ftrong a wit 'did nature to him frame, 
As all things, but his judgement, overcame ; 
His judgement, like the heav'nly moon, did fliow. 

Tempering that mighty fea below. 
Oh, had he liv'd in learning's world, what bound 

Would have been able to controul 

His over-powering foul ? 
We've loft in him arts, that not yet are found [u]. 

14. 
His mirth wis the pure fpirits of various wit. 
Yet never did his God or friends forget. 
And, when deep talk and wifdom came in view. 
Retired and gave to them their due. 

M^arts, thai ndt yet are fiunJ.] 
«* And worlds applaud, that muft not yet be found. 
Pope, EiT. on Cnt. ver. 194. 
^ . For 
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For the rich help of boob he always took. 
Though his own iearchtng mind before 
Was fo with notions written o'er, 

As if wife nature had made that her book* 

So many virtues joined in him, as we 

Ckn fcarce pick here and there in hiftory. 

More than old writers pra^ice e*er could reach* 
As much as they could ever teacL 

Thefe did religion, queen of virtues, fway. 
And all their (acred motions fteer» 
Juft like the firft and highefl; fphere 

Which wheels about, and turns ail heav'a one way. 

16. 
VTith as much zeal, devotion, piety. 
He always llv'd, as other famts do die. 
Still widi his foul fevere account he kept. 

Weeping ail debts out, ere he dept. 
Then down in peace and innocence he lay» 

Like the fun's laborious light. 

Which ftill in water fets at night, 
Unfuliied with hb journey of the day. 

Wondrous young man, why wert thou made fo goodt 
To be fnatcht hence, ere better underftood? 
Snatcht, before half of thee enough was feen f 
Thou, ripe; and yet thy life, but green ! 

F z Nor 
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Nor could thy friends take their laft fad farewel, 
But danger and infedious death 
Maliciouflyfei2y.on that breath ' 

[^ Where liTe, fpirit, pleafure, always us'd to dwell. 

i8. 

But happy thou, ta'en froni this frantic age. 

Where ignorance and hypocrify does rage ! 

^fHtertiinc*foph«aV'n-ii6'i«*Vef*cfeofer -^ 
The place now only free from thofe. 

There 'mong the bleft thou doft for ever fhine^ 
And whercfoe'er thou cafts thy view 
Upon that white and radiant crew, 

See'ft not a foul,clo^th'4 wjth more ji^l^tUian thine. 

19. 

And, if the glorious faints ceafe not to know 
Their wretched friends, who, fight with life below ; 
Thy flame to me does (till the fame abide. 

Only more pure and rarify*d. 
There, whi^ft immortal hj^mns thou doft rehearfe. 

Thou doft with holy pfty f& 

Our dull and earthly poefy , 
Where grief and mifery can be joined with verfe [w]. 

[w] Where grief and mifery can he pin'd tvith 
cverfe.] Rightly made the diftindion of ^ar/^^ /p^ j 
for the heavenly (if we fuppofe poetry to have any 
place there) can only be employed on themes oijoy 
and happinefs.—hxxt the poet had a further meaning 
in this fine line, to infinuate the prepofterous levity 
and vanity of earthly poets, who canaflFord to be nvirty 
even on their own miferies. This cenfure^ falling 
fi ft upon himfelf, has the more grace. 

VL 



^ R. A. C O W L E Y. lol 

VI. 

Imitation of Martial [x]. Lib. v. Ep. 21. 

** SI tecum mihi, care M^rtialis» 

'* Securis liceat frui diebus ; 

" Si difponere tempus otiofiim, 

•• Et verae pariter vacare vitae : 

" Nee nos atria, nee demos potentum, 

•* Nee lites tetrieas, fonimquc trifte 

•* Noflemus, nee imagines (iiperbas : 

« Sed geftatio, fabulae, libelli, 

** Campus, porticus, umbra, virgo, thcrmxj 

*• HaeciTentloca Temper, hilabores. 

" Nunc vivit fibi neuter, heu, bonofquc 

" Soles efFugereatqueabirefentiti 

** Qui nobis pereunt, & imputantur. 

** CJluifquam vivereeum fciat, moratur?" 

IF, deareft friend, it mjr good fate might be • 
T^ enjoy at once a quiet life and thee j 
If we for happine'*s could leifure find. 
And wandering time into a method bind, 
We Ihould not fure the great man's favour need^ 
Nor on long hopes, the court's thin diet, feed. 
We ihould not patience find daily to hear 
The calumnies, and flatteries, fpoken there. 
We iKould not a lord's table humbly ufe. 
Or talk, in ladies chamK^rs^ love and news ; 

[x] Ed. Matlaire, Lond. 1716^ 

F 3 But 
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But books, and ^ivife difcourfe, gardens and fields^ 

And all the joys, that unmizt nature yields. 

Thick fummer ihades, where winter ftill does lye s 

Bright winter fires, that fummer's part fupply. 

Sleep, not control'd by cares, confin'd to night. 

Or bound in any rule, but appetite. 

Free, but not lavage or ungracious mirth i 

Rich wines, to give it quick and eafy birth, 

A few companions, which ourfelyes iliould chufe> 

A gentle miftrefs, and a gentler Mufe. 

Such, deareft friend, fuch, without doubt, fliould be 

Our place, our bufmefi, and oar company. 

Now to himfelf, alas, does neither live, 

But fees good funs, of which we are to give 

A ftridl account, fet and march thick away i 

Knows a man how to live, and does he ftay ? 



VU. 
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VII. 
THE CHRONICLE. 

A B A L L A D W. 

I. 

MARGARITA firft poffefs^d, 
If 1 remcittber well, my breaft, 
Margarita, firft of all i 
But, when a while the wanton maid 
With my rcftlcfs heart had play'd, 
Martha took the flying ball. 

a. 
Martha foon did it refign 

To the beauteous Catharine. 

Beauteous Catharine gave place 
(Though lotfi and angry Ihe to part 
With the poffeffion of my heart) 

To Elifa's conquering face. 

5- 
Elifa till this hour might reign. 

Had ihe not evil counfels ta'en r 

Fundi^raental laws ike broke. 
And (till new favorites ihe chofe. 
Till up in arms my paflions rofe* 

And caft away her yoke. 

£y] This agreeable Ballad has had jufttce done to 
ir. ^ Nothing is more famous, even in our days,' than 
Cowley's mftnjfn. 

F 4 4- Mary 
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4- 
Mary then and gentle Anne 

Both to reign at once1>egan i 

Alternately they fw^y'd : 
And fometimes Mary was the fair. 
And ibmetimes Anne the crown did wear. 

And fometimes both V obey'd. 

J. 
Another Mary then arofe. 

And did rigorous laws impoie : 

A mighty tyrantv fii« f 
Long, alas, fhould I have been . ^ 

Under that iron-fcepter'd queen. 

Had not Rebecca fet me free. 

6. 
When fkir Rebecca fet me free, 

'Twasr then a golden time with me ; 
, But foon thofe pleafur^d fled i ' i 
For the gracious prlnceis dy'd, f 
In her youth and beauty^s pride, 

And Judith reigned in her ftead. 

• ?• 

One month, three (Jsi^s, andthatf kn-hour, 
Judith held the; fovercigh pow^ti: » 
Wondrous beauti^l her lkce& 

But (b weak and fmall her wjt, 

That flie to govern was unfit, 

And fo Sufanna took her place. 



8. ^vtij 
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8. 
But, when I&bella came, 

Arm'd vrith a Fefiftle(s flame. 

And th' artillery of her eye ; 
WhSft flie proudly march'd about 
Greater conquefts to find out. 

She beat out Su^n by the bye» 

9. 

But in her place I then obey'd 

Black-ey'd Befs, her viceroy-maid. 

To whom enfu'd a vacancy. 
'Hioufand worfe paiHons then pdffefs'd 
The interregnum of my breaft : 

Blefs me from fuch an anarchy i 

10. 
Gentle Henrietta than [«], 

And a third Mary next began ; 

Then Joan, and Jane, and Audria, 
And then a pretty Thomaiine, 
And then anociier Katharine; 

And then a long et cetera. 

[z] — than] So fpelt (as many other words in 
thefe poems are) for the fsdce of the rhyme. He had 
learned this art, or licenfe rather, from Spenfer, 
who pra£tiied it very frequentty. But he might have 
learned better things from our old poet, if this early 
favourite of his youth had been taken &>r ifae model 
ofhb riper age. 

F 5 14. But 
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II. 

But ihould I now to you reiate. 

The (Irength and riches of their ftate^ 
The powder, patches, and the pins^ 

The ribands, jewek, and the rings. 

The lace, the paint, and warlike things, 
That make up all their magazines : 

12. 

If I ihould tell the politic arts 

To take and keep mens hearts i 

. The letters, embaffies, and fpies, 
The frowns, and fmiles, and flatteries. 
The quarrels, tears, and perjuries, 

Numberlefs, nameleis my^eries I 

And all the little lime-twigs laid 

By Macliiavel, the waiting-maid ; 

I more voluminous fhould grow 
(Chiefly, if I like them fhould tell 
All change of weathers [a] that befell) 

Than Holinihead or Stow. 

H. . . 

But I will briefer with them be. 

Since few of them, were long with me. 

[a] '^(bange of iviatbers] His brilliant wit, for 
once is well placed. 

An 
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An higher and a nobler ftrain 
My prefent empereis does cliuin» 
Heleononiy firft o* th^ name $. ' 

Whom G^J grant hng to reign t 
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% VIIL. 

On the Death of Sir Anthony Vand1ke» 
the famous Painter. 

VANDIKE is deadrbut what bold MufeihaU 
dare 
(Though poets in that word [b] with painters fliare) 
T' exprefs her fadnefs ? Poefy muft become 
An art, like painting here, an art, that's dumb. 
Let's all our folemn grief in iUence keep^ 
Like fome fad pidure, which he made to weep» 
Or thofe who iaw't ; for none his works could view 
Unmov'd with the fame paflions, which he drew. 
His pieces fo with their live objeds ftrive. 
That both, or pidures feem, or both alive. 
Nature herfelf, amaz'd, does doubting ftand, 
Which is her own, and which the painter's hand* 
And does attempt the like with lefs fuccefs. 
When her own work in twins (he would exprefs. ^ 
His all-refembling pencil did out-pafs 
The mimic imagery of looking-glafs. 
Nor was his life lels perfect, than his art. 
Nor wajs his hand leis erring, than his heart [r}. 

[i] '^in that 'word] Namely, dare^i alluding to 
Horace, 

" — pi£loribus atque poetis 
, <^ » f^ fyidHiei audendi^tm^GX futt squa poteftas.** 

A. P. ver. li. 
[c\ — than bis heart, ] A noble eulogy of this ex- 
traordinary man I and, if report fays true, a very . 
juft one. 

There 
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There was no fiilfe, or fading colour there. 
The figures fweet and well-proportion'd were. 
Moft other men, fet next to him in view, 
Appeared more fhadows, than the men he drew. 
Thus ftill he liv'd, till heaven did for him call. 
Where reverend Luke dilutes him firft of all : 
Where he beholds new fights, divineljfair; 
And could almoft wiiK for his pencil there ; 
Did he not gladly fee how all things fliine, 
WondrQuily painted in the mind divine [iQ, 
Whilft he, for ever raviih'd with the ihow. 
Scorns his own art, which we admire below. 
Only his beauteous lady [e] ftill he loves; 
(Tlie love of heavenly obje^s heaven improves) 
He fees bHght angels in pure beams appeaj. 
And thinks Ofi her, he left fo like them here. 
And you,, fair widow, who ftay here alive,. 
Since hcj fo much rejoices, ceafe to grieve. 
Your joys and griefs were wont the fame to be ; 
Begin not now, bleft pair, to difagree. 
No wpndeif, death mov'd not his generous mind : 
You, and a new-born you, he left behind. , '. 
Even fate exprefs'd his love to his dear wife,. ,, 

And let him end your piftiire with his life. 

[J] — inthendndJMnej] A platonic idea, which 

Matbranche and our Norris have rendered fo famous. 

; [e] -^ bis beauteous lady] A lady, of diftingui/hed' 

jualityy as well as beauty, daughter to the Lord 

RpjthePi E v! pf Qowry, 

K. T» 
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IX. 

To Sir William Da VEN ANT : 

Upon his two firft Books of Go n o i b e r t, finiihed 
before his Voyage to America. 

METHINKS, heroic poefy, till now, ' 
Like fome fantaftic fairy-land, did fhow ; 
Gods, devils, nymphs, witches and giants race^ 
And all, but man, in man's chief work had place. 
Thou, like fome worthy knight, with (acred arms 
Doft drive the monfters thence, and end the charms ; 
Inftead of thofe, dofl men and manners plant. 
The things, which that rich foil did chiefly want. 
Yet even thy mortals do their gods excell. 
Taught by thy Mufe to fight and love fo well. 

By fatal hands whilft preient empires &11, 
Thine from the grave paift monarchies recall. 
So mnjch more thanks from human kind does merit 
The poet's fury, than the zealot's fpirit. 
And from the grave thou mak'ft this empire rife^ 
Not, like fome dreadful ghoft, t'affright our eyes> 
But with more luftre and triumphant fbite» 
Than when it crown'd at proud Verona (ate* 
So will our God rebuild nmn's periih'd frame. 
And raife him up much better, yet the iame [/] : 

So 

\f] So nviU-^yet the fame.] It is ple^&ht to fee 
how the wits catch their ideas from each other. Mr. 
Pope, in a letter of com{)liment to a friend, who 
had done much honour to his EJ/aj on Man, ezpreifes 

himfclf 
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So god*l!ke poets do pad thbgs rehearfe. 

Not change, but heighten, nature by their verie. 

With fhame, methinks, great Italy oiuft fee 
Her conquerors rais'd to life again by thee. 
Rais'd by fuch powerful verfe, that ancient Rome 
May bluffi no Ie(s to fee her wit o'ercome. 
Some men their fancies, like their faith, derive lg]f 
And think all ill but 'that, which Rome does give, 
^he marks of old and catholic would find. 
To the fame chair would truth and fidlion bind. 
Thou in thoie beaten paths tlifHain'fl to tread. 
And fcorn'fl to live by robbing of the dead. 
Since time does aU things change, thou think'ft not 

fit. 
This latter age ihould fee all new, but wit. 
Thy fancy, like a flame, its way does make. 
And leave bright tracks for following pens to take. 
Sure 'twas this noble boldnefs of the Mufe 
Did thy defire to &ek new worUs [h] infufe. 
And ne'er did heav'n fb much a voyage blefs, 
If thou canft plant but there, with like fuccefi. 

himfelf in thefe words—*' It is indeed the fameiyf* 

** tern as mine, but illuftrated with a ray of your 

** own ; as ilfey/ay our natural hoify is the fame ftilU 

** 'wbtn it isgkrifiedP Works, vol. ix. Letter xcvii. 

\g\ Some men their fancies^ Hke their faitby derive y"] 

^^ Thus wit, like faith, by each man is apply^d 

'< To one fmali fea, and all are danin'd befide." 

Effay on Crit. ver. 396. 

[h] "^new tvorlds] This alludes to Sir William's 

project of a fetdement at Virginia, which, however, 

had no better fuccefs than the poetical project, which 

his friend here celebrates. 

X. Oir 
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X. 

bn the Death of Mr. C r a s h a w» 

POET and Saint ! to thee alone are given 
The two moft facred names of earth and heaven; 
The hard and rareft union, which can be, 
Next that of Godhead with humanity. 
Long did the Mufes, baniih'd flaves abide. 
And built vain pyramids to mortal pride ; 
Like Mofes thou (though fpells and charms with- 

ftand) 
Haft brought them nobly home^back to their Holy 

Lnnd. 
Ah wretched we, poets of earth! but thou 
Wert, living, the fame poet, which thou'rt now. 
Whilft apgels fing to thee their airs divine. 
And joy in an applaufe fo great as thine. 
Equal fociety with them to hold. 
Thou need'ft not make new fongs, but fay the old. 
And they (kind fpirits !) ihall all rejoice to fee 
How litde lefs than they, exalted man may be. 
Still the oldbeathengod^ in numbers dwell, . 
The heavenlieft thing on earth ftill keeps up hell. 
Nor have we yet quite purg'd the Chriftianland; 
Still idols here, like calves at Bethel, ftand. 
And though Pan*s death [i] long fince all oracle^ 

broke, 
Yet ftill in rhyme the fiend Apollo fpoke v 

Nay, 

[;] ^ Pan's death] Alluding to the famous ftory 
in Plutarch's Dialogue concerning the/Jence of the pa- 

gam 
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Nay, with the worft of h^then dotage^ we 
(Vain men f ) the monfter woman deify ; 
Find ftai), and tie our faint there, in a face. 
And Paradife in them» by whom we loft it» placo. 
What different faults corrupt our Mufes thus f 
Wanton as girls» as old wives, fabulous t 

Thy fpotlefs Mufe, like Mary> did contain 
The boundlefs Godhead; ihe did well difdaia 
That her eternal verfe employ'd Ihould be 
On a lefi fubje^t than eternity j 
And for a (acred ^miftrefs fcorn'd to take. 
But her> whom God himfelf fcorn'd not hb fpouie to 

make. 
It (in a kind) her miracle did do; 
A fruitful mother was, and virgin too. 

How well (bleft fwan) did fate contrive thy 
death [k] ; 
And made thee render up thy tuneful breath 
In thy great <miftrefs' arms ! thou moft divine 
And richeft offering of Loretto's fhrine I 
Where, like fbme holy facrifice, t'expire, 
A fever bums thee, and love lights the fire. 
Angels (they fay) brought the fam'd chapel there^ 
And bore the facred load in triumph through the air. 

fan oracles y and the ufe made of that ftory by Eufe- 
iu* and others j whence it became the general opi- 
nion of the learned, in our author's days, that, hy 
the death of the g n e a t P a n , was meant the cruci- 
fixion of our Saviour. 

[k] Mr. Craihaw diedofa fever at Loretto, be- 
ing newly chofen canon of that church. Cowley. 

Tia 



114 POEMS OF 

'Tis ftirer much, they brought thee there 5 and they. 
And thou» their charge, went iinging all the way. 

Pardon, my mother chwrch, iflconfent 
That angeis led him, when from thee he went ; 
For even in error fure no danger is, 
When join'd with fo much piety as his. 
Ah, mighty God, with ihame I fpeak't, and grief,. 
Ah that our greateft faults were in belief! 
And our weak reafbn were ev'n weaker yet. 
Rather than thus our wills too ftroog for it. 
His faith, perhaps, in fome nice tenets might 
Be wrong ; his life, Pm fure, was in the right [/]. 
And I myfelf a catholic will be. 
So far at leaft, great faint, to pray to thee. 

Hail, bard triumphant [m] ! and fome care beftow 
On us, the poets militant below ! 
Oppos'd by our old enemy, adverfe chance» 
Attacked by envy, and by ignorance, 
Enchain'd by. beauty, tortur'd by defires. 
Exposed by tyrant-love to favage bealb and fires. 
Thou from low earth in nobler flames didil rife» 
And, like Elija, mount alive to ikies. 

[/] Hence the famous lines of Mr. Pope, which 
have given fuch (candal to fome, and triumph to 
others, only becaufe both parties have been more in 
hafle to apply than underfbmd them — 

" For modes of faith let graceleis zealots fight, 

** His can't be wrone, whofe life is iil the fight * 

[m] Haiif bard triumphant !] Hence thcajpoflrophe 

of Mr. Pope, but not fo happily applied, as here— • 

'* Haili bards triumphant, born m happier days l" 

EfTay on Crit. ver. 189. 

Eliflia- 
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Eliiha-like <biit with a wifh ittuch lefi. 
More fit thy greatneis, aiid my littlenefs) 
Lo here I beg (I whom thou once didft prove 
So humble to efteem, {o good to love) 
Not that thyfpirit might on me doubled be> 
I a(k but half thy mtghty fpirit for me. 
And» when my Mufe foars with fo (trong a wing, 
'Twill learn of things divine^ and firft c^f thee, to 
fing. 



ANACREONTICS. 
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XL 
A N A C R E O N T I C S [»]. 

R/ 

Some Copies of Verfes tranflated Parapbrafii- 
caily out of Ak A c R £ o K* 

u 

LO VB. 

I'LL fing of heroes, and of kings ; 
In mighty numbers, mighty things. ; 
Begin, my Mufe ; but lo, the firings 
To my great fong rebellious prove 5 
The firings will found of nought, but love. 
I broke them all, and put on new ; 
'Tis this, or nothing fure, will do, 
Thefe fure ((aid I) will me obey ; 
Thefe fure heroic notes will play. 
Straight I began with thundering Jove, 
And all th' immortal pow'rs, but love. 
Love fmil'd, and from my enfeebled lyre 
Came gentle airs, fuch as infpire 
Melting love, and foft defire. 

M Thefe Anacreontics fhew, that the author 
wanted neither eafe of expreflion, nor the grace of 
numbers, when he followed the bent of his own tafte 
and genius. 

Farewely 
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Farev/el, then, heroes, farewel kings» 
And mighty numbers, mighty things ; 
Love tunes my heart juil to my ftrings. 



II. 

D R I K K IN G. 

THE thirfty earth foaks up the rain. 
And drinks, and gapes for drink again. 
The plants fuck in the earth, and are. 
With conftant drinking, freih and fair. 
The fea itfelf, which, on^ would think. 
Should have but little need of drink, 
Drinks ten thouiknd rivers up. 
So filPd, that they overflow the cup. 
The bufy fon (and, one would guefs, 
By's drunken fiery face, no lefs) 
Drinks up the fea, and, when he'as done. 
The moon and ftars drink up the fun. 
They drink and dance by their own light. 
They drink and revel all the night. 
Nothing in nature's (bber found. 
But an eternal health goes round. 
Fill up the bowl then, fill it high, 
Fill all the glaffes there : for why 
Should every creature drink, but I, 
Why, man of morals, tell me why ? ■ 



BEAUTY. 
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fit. 

B E A C T Y. 

LIBERAL Dftture did difpenfe 
To all things ftrms for their defence ; 
And fome ihe arms with finewy force, 
Andibme, with fwiftnefs in tbecourie; 
Some, with hard hoofs^ or forked claws. 
And fome, with horns, or tu&ed jaws ; 
And fome with fcales, and fome with wings, 
And fome with teeth, and fome with ftings. 
Wifiiom to man ihe did afford, 
Wifdom for ihield, and wit for fword. 
What to beauteous woman-kind. 
What arms, what armour, has ihe aiEgn'd ? 
Beauty is both ; for with the fair 
What arms, what armour, can compare ? 
What fteel, what gold, or diamond, 
More impailible is found ? 
And yet what flame, what lightning, e'er 
So great an adlive force did bear ? 
They are all weapon^ and they dart. 
Like porcupines, from every part. 
Who can, alas, their (fa-ength exprefs, 
Arm'd, when they themfelves undrefs, 
Cap*a-pee with nakednefs ? 



TK • 



MR. A. COWLEY, tig 

IV. 

T H E D U e L. 

Y ES, I will love then, I will love, 
I will not now love's rebel prove, 
Though I was once his enemy ; 
Though, in-advis^d and ftubborn, I 
Did to the combat him defy, ' 

An helmet, fpear, and nughty Hiield, 
Like fome new Ajax, I did wield. 
Love, in one hand, his bow did take. 
In th' other hand, a dart did /hake. 
But yet in vain the dart did throw. 
In vain he often drew the bow. 
So well my armour did refift. 
So oft by flight the blow I mifs'd. 
But when I thought all danger paft. 
His quiver emptied quite at laft, 
Inftead of arrow, or of dart. 
He fhot hmifelf into my heart. 
The living and the killing arrow 
Ran through the (kin, the fleih, the blood, 
And broke the bones, stnd fcorch'd the marrow. 
No trench or work of life withftood. 
In vain I now the walls maintain, 
I (et out guards and (couts in vain. 
Since th' enemy does within remain. 
In vain, a bread-plate now I wear. 
Since in my bread the foe I bear. 

In 
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In vain, my feet their fwiftneG tiy ; 
For from the body can they fly ? 



r, 

AGE.-. 

OFT am I by the women told. 
Poor Anacreon, thou grow'ft old : 
Look, how thy hairs are falling all % 
Poor Anacreon, how they fall ! 
Whether I grow old or no, 
By th' efFe£b I do not know, 

This I know, without being told, » 

*Tis time to live, if J grow old, 
^is time ihort pleafures now to take, 
Of little life the beft to make, 
And manage wifely the laft flake. 

VI. 
THE ACCOUNT. 

WHEN all the ftars are By thee told, 
(The endlefs fums of heavenly gold) 
Or, when the hairs are reckoned all. 
From fickly autumn's head that fall, 
Or, when the drops that make the fea, 
Whilfl all her fands thy counters be ; . 
Thou then, and thou alone, may'fl prove 
Th' arithmetician of my love. 

An 
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An hundred loves at Athens- (core. 
At Corinth write an hundred more : 
Fair Corinth does fuch beauties bear. 
So few is an efcaping there [»], 
Write then at Chios feventy-three ; 
Write then at Lefbos (let me fee) 
Write oie at Lefbos ninety down. 
Full ninety loves, and half a one. 
And next to thefe let me prefent 
The fair Ionian regiment. 
And next the Carian company, 
Five hundred both efFcdtively [>], 
Three hundred more at Rhodes and Crete ; 
Three hundred, 'tis I'm fure, complete ; 
For arms at Crete each face does bear. 
And every ty€s an archer there. 
Go on i this ftop why dofl thou make ? 
Thou think'il, perhaps, that I miftake. 
Seems this to thee too great a fum ? 
Why many thoufands are to come ; 
The mighty Xerxes could not boaft 
SuchdiiFerent nations in his hofi. 
On ; for my love, if thou bc'fl weary, 
Muft find fqme better fecretary. 

[o\ "^an efcaping there.'] A flroke of moral fatire, 
flid in, on that city, fo. infamous for its brothelry. 
The poet is fage, even in thefe mad Anacreontics. 

[p] — ejfedpvelj.] The term in ufe with military 
men (and therefore humoroudy afiedled here) for ^om* 
f>letely. 

Vol,, L G I have 
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1 have not yet my Perfian told. 
Nor yet my Syrian loves cnroll'd. 
Nor Indian, nor Arabian j 
Nor Cyprian loves, nor African; 
Nor Scythian, nor Italian flames ; 
There's a whole map behind of names : 
Of gentle loves i' th' temperate zon?, 
And cold ones in the frigid zone j 
Cold frozen loves, with which I pine. 
And parched loves, beneath the line. 

vii. 

A MIGHTY pain to love it is. 
And 'tis a pain that pain to mifs. 
But of all pains the greateft pain 
It is to love, but love in vain. 
Virtue now, nor noble blood. 
Nor wit by love is underftood, 
Gold alone does paffion move, 
Gold monop<4izes love ! 
A curfe on her, and on the man ' 
Who this traffic firft began4 
A curfe on him who found the ore ? 
A curfe on him who digg'd the ftore ! 
A curfe on him who did refine it! 
A curfe on him who firft did coin it ! 
A curfe, all curfes elfe above. 
On him, who us'd it firft in love ! 



Gold 
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Gold begets in brethren hate, 
Gold> in families debate ; 
Grold, does friendililps feparate, 
Gold, does civil wars create. 
Thefe the finalleft harms of it I 
Gold, alas, does love beget. 

vui. 

THEE PI CUR B, 

• 

F ILL the bowl with rofy wine> 
Around our temples rofes twine. 
And let us chearfully awhile. 
Like the wine androfes^ (mile. 
Crown'd with rofes, we contemn 
Gyges' wealthy diadem. 
To-day is cur's ; what do we fear ? 
To-day is our^s j we have it here. 
Let's treat it kindly, tkit it may 
Wifli, atleaft, withustoftay. 
Let's banifh bufineis, banjAi (brrow ; 
To the gods, belongs to-morrow. 



IX. 



ANOTHER. 

UNDERNEATH this myrtle fliade. 
On flowery beds fupinely laid, 

G 2 With 



/ 



,24 P O E M S O F 

With odorous oUs mj head o'er-flowing, 
And around it rofes growing, 
What ihould I do but drink away 
The heats and troubles of the day ? 
Iii this more than kingly ftate, 
Love himfelf fliall on me wait. 
Fill to me, love, nay, fill it up; 
And mingled caft into the cup. 
Wit, and mirth, and noble fires. 
Vigorous health, and gay defires. 
The wheel of life no lefs will ftay 
In a fmooth. than rugged way. 
Since it equally docs flee, 
Let the motion pleafant be. 
Why do we precious ointments fliower, 
Nobler wines why do we pour, 
Beauteous flowers why do We fjjread. 
Upon the monuments of the dead ? 
Nothing they but duft can fliew. 
Or bones, that haften to be fo. 
Crown me with rofes whtlft I live. 
Now your wines and ointments give. 
After death I nothing crave. 
Let me alive my pleafures have ; 
All are Stoics m the grave, 



1. 

TH« GRASSH OFFER. 

HAPPY vfkkGt, what can be. 
In happmefs, compared to thee ? ^^ 
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Ted with nourifliment <livme) 

The dewy nx>rnuig'$ gentle wine ! 

Nature waits upon thee ftiUy 

And thy verdant cup does fill, 

'Tis fiird, wherever thou doft tread, 

^Nature's feifs thy Ganyrfted. 

Thou doft drink, and dance, and flng ; 

Happier than the happieft king ! 
I All the fields, which thou dofl f^e, 

All the plants, belong to thee. 

All that fummer hours produce. 

Fertile made with early juice. 

Man for thee does fow and plow ; 
[ Farmer he, and landlord thou ! 

Thou doft innocently joy ; 
f Nor does thy luxury deftroy ; 

The fliepherd gladly heareth thee. 

More harmonious than he. 

Thee, country hinds with gladnej& hear, 
^ Prophet of the ripen'd year ? 

Thee, Phcebus foves, and does infpire 1 

Phoebus is himfelf thy fire. 

To thee, of all things upon earth. 

Life is no longer than thy mirth. 

Happy infe^, happy thou 

Doft neither age nor winter know. 

But, when thou'ft drunk, and danc'd, and fung 
1 Thy fill, the flowery leaves among, 

(Voluptuous, and wife, with all. 

Epicurean animal !) 

G 3 Sated 
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Sated with thy fummer feaft, 
Thou retir'fk to endle& reft. 



XI. 
THB 8WALX«0W« 

FOOLISH prater> what doft thou 
So early at my window do. 
With thy tunelefi (erenade ? 
WelPt had been, bad Tereus made 
Thee, as dumb as Philomel ; 
There his knife had done but well. 
In thy undifcoverVl neft 
Thou doft all the winter reft, 
And dreameft o'er thy fummer joys, 
Free from the ftormy feafon's noife: 
Free from th' ill thou'ft done to me i 
Who difturbs, ot^^eks out thee ? 
Hadft thou all the charming notes 
Of the wood's poetic throats. 
All thy art could never pay 
What thou'ft ta'enfrom me away ; 
Cruel bird, thou'ft ta'en away 
A dream out of my arms to-day, 
A dream, that ne'er muft equal'd be 
By all that waking eyes may fee. 
Thou, this damage to repair. 
Nothing half (o fweet or fair. 
Nothing half fo good can'ft: brings 
Though men fay, Tiwu hrir^ft tbiffring, 



ELEGY 



MR. A. COWLEY. 127 



XII. 



ELEGY UPON ANACREON, 

who was choakedby a GRAPt-STON*. 

Spoken by. the God of Love* 

HOW fliall I h^ment thine end> 
My beft fervant, and my friend ? 
Nay, and, if from a deity 
So muck deif/d as I> 
It (bund not too profane and odd. 
Oh ihy maAer, and my god I 
For 'tis true, moft mighty poet, 
(Though I like not, men fliould know it) 
I am in naked nature lefkt 
Lefs by much, than in thy dreis. 
All thy verfe is fofter far 
Than the downjr feathers are 
Of my wings, or of my arrows. 
Of my mother's doves, or fparrows. 
Sweet, as^ lovers frefheft kifles. 
Or, their riper following blifTes, 
Graceful, cleanly, finooth, and round. 
All with Venus' girdle bound j 
And thy life was all the while 
Kind and gentle, asthyftile. 
The fmoothopac'd hours of ev'ry day 
Glided numeroufly away. 
Like thy verfe, each hour did pais » 
Sweet and ihort, like that it was* 

G 4 Some 
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Some do but their youth allow ine» 
Juft what they, by nature, owe me ; 
The time, that's mine, and not their own^ 
The certain tribute of my crown. 
When they grow old, they grow to be 
Too bufy, or too wife, for me. 
Thou wert wifer, and didft know. 
None too wife for love can grow i 
Love was with thy life entwin'd 
Clofe, as heat with fire is join'd, 
A powerful brand pre&rib'd the date 
Of thine, like Meleager's fate. 
Th' antiperiilads [/ ] of age 
More enflam'd thy amorous rage ;. 
Thy filver hairs yielded me more. 
Than even golden curls, before. 

Had I the power of creation. 
As I have of generation, 
Where I the matter muft obey. 
And cannot work plate out of clay j 
My creatures /hould be all like thee, 
*Tis thou ihould their idea be. 

{/>] Antiperijlafis] This hard word only mean«, 
comprejjion. The word is ufed hy naturalifts to ex- 
prefs the power, which one quality has, hy preffing 
on all fides^ to augment its contrary : as here the 
cold^ with which old age is environed, increafes heat. 
He exprefTes thi$. quaint idea more plainly in two 
vcrfes of Thb Mistress (left out in this collec- 
tion), where he fays — 

^* Flames their moft vigorous heat do hold, 
** And purefl light, iScampafs'd round tmtb cold,** 

IheRequefty St. 3. 
They, 
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They, like thee, ihould throughly hate 

Bufinefs, honour, titl^, ftate. • 

Other wealth they ihould not know. 

But what my living mines beftow ; 

The pomp of kings tl>6y ihould confefi 

At their crownings to be k& 

Than a lover's humbleft guiie^ 
1 When at his milhefs' feet he lies. 

Rumour they no more ihould mind 
f Than men fafe-landed do, the vnnd ; 

Wiidom itfelf they ihould not hear, 
! When it preiumes to be fcvere. 

Beauty alone they ihould admire ; 
> Nor look at fortune's vain attire, 

Nor aik what parents it can ihew j 

With dead, or old, t'has nought to do. 

They ihould not love yet all, or any. 

But very much, and very many. 

All their life ihould gilded be 

With mirth, and wit, and gaiety. 

Well remembering and applying 

The neceifity of dying. 

Their chearfui heads ihould always wear 

AU that croWns the flowery year. 

They ihould Always laugh, and iing. 

And dance, and ilrike th' harmonious &xing, 

Verfe ihould from their tongue fo flow. 

As if it in the mouth did gr6w, 

As fwiftlyanfwering their command. 

As tun^s.obey the artful hand. 

G S And, 
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And, whiift I da thus diicover 

Th* ingredieats of a happy lover^ 

'Tis, my Anacregil', for thy (kkt 

I of the grape no mention mak«. ' ' 

Till my Anacreon by thee fi*!!^ 
Curfed plant, I lovUthee welU 
And 'twas oft my wanton u|e. 
To dip my arrows in thy juice. 
Curfed plant, 'tis true, I fee, ^ 
Th' old report thait goes of thee> 
That with giants blood the earth 
Stain'd and poifon'd gave thee birth, 
And now thou wreak'ft thy antient fpight 
On men, in whom the gods delight. 
Thy patron Bacchus, 'tis no wonder. 
Was brought ibtth m'^fiames and thunder, 
In rage, in (quarrels, s^ridis fights, 
Worfe than his tigers, he deKgbtsi 
In ail our heaven I think there be [q] 
No fuch ill-natur'd god as he. 
'Thou pretendeft, traiterous wine. 
To be the Mufes friend and mine. 

[q] -^ J think there he] '^ iHibW:, Crab, mydogi* 
the (bureft-natured dog that lives," [Sbahfp. Tnvp 
Gent, of Verona f 4- 1 1. *S. 3.] ' Be^ fpr am or /V,- 
was originally the mii1:ake of one mode for another. 
It, afterwards, grew into credit ; and feemed- to take 
an air of coniiilency a^id regularity, when fonaebody 
had bethought himfelf to ulc, he'fty in the fecond;Pe]H 
fon, for art, ftence, what grammarians call, the 
Jouhkform in the Indicative Ptefent of the Auxiliary, 
g9 bt. It i?, now, deff jf ve^ly exploded. 

With 
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With love and wit th9U doft begin, 
Falfe fires, alas, to draw, us in, 
Which, if ourcourfe we by them keep, 
Mifguide tp madnefs, or to fleep. 
Sleep were well j thov'ft learnt a way 
To death itfelf now to betray. 

It grieves me, when I fee what fate 
Does on the beft of mankind wait. 
Poets, or lovers, let them be, 
Tis neither love nor poefy 
Can arm againft death'is fmalleft dart 
The poet's head, or lover's heart. 
. But, when their life, m its decline. 
Touches th' inevitable line. 
All the world's mortal to 'em then. 
And wine is aconite to men. 
Nay, in.dcath's hand, the grape-ftonc proves 
As ftrong, as thunder is in Jove's. 



THE 
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XIL 

THE PRAISE OF PINDAR [r], 

ANODE: 

In Imitation of Horace* Od. iv. ii. 

I. 

PINDAR is imitable by none ; 
The phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone. ^ 
Who e'er, but Daedalus, with waxen wings could fl/ 
And neither fink too low, nor foar too high ? 

What could he, who follow'd, claim. 
But of vain boldnefs the unhappy fame. 
And, by his fall, a fea to name ? 
Pindar's unnavigable fong. 
Like a fwobi flood from fome fteep mountain, pours 
along: 
The ocean meets with fiich a voice* . 
From his enlarged mouth, as drowns the ocean's noifc. 

2. 

So Pindar does new words and figures roul 

Down his impetuous dithyrambic tide, 
Which in no channel deigns f abide. 
Which neither banks nor dikes controul. 

Whether 

[r] ^h praife of Pindar.] This, and the three 
fbllowing odes are in the number of thofe, which Mr. 
Cowley calls, Pindaric: an exquifite Ibrt of poetry, 

to 
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Whether th^ immortal gods he fing^ 

In a no leis immortal ffarain ; 
Or the great a6ts of god-defcended kings. 
Who in his numbers (Bll furvive and reign. 

Each rich embroider'd line. 
Which their triumphant brows around. 

By his facred hand, is bound, 
Does all their ftarry diadems outfliine. 

3- / 
Whether at Pifa's race he pleafe 

To carve in poljfh'd verfe the conquerors images : 

Whether the fwift, the fldlful, or the ftrong. 

Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigorous fong: 

Whether fome brave young man's untimely fate. 

In words worth dying for, he celebrate. 

Such mournful, and fuch pleaiing words. 

As joy to his mother's and his miftrefs' grief affords: 

* He bids him live and grow in fame, 

Among the ftars he iticks his name [s] ; 

^ The grave can but the drois of him devour. 

So fmall is death's, fo great the poet's, power. 

to which his ftyle was very ill fuited ; being, for the 
moft part, careleis, and, fometimes, affeSedly vul- 
gar. --The ideas, in this ode, are from Horace ; but 
the {pirit and expreffion, are the writer's own. 
[xj Amoftf the Jiars be flicks his fiawte] ' 
" Stcllis infererc et concilio Jovis." Hor. Od. 
Ill, 25. Cowley. 
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4. 
Lo, how th' obiequbos windy and fwelling ftir* 

The Thebaa fwan f /] does upwards bear 
Into the walks of clouds, where he does play. 
And with extended wings opens his fiqutd way* 

Whilft, alas, my tim'rous Mufe 

Unambitious tracks purfues ; 

Does, with weak unballaft wings. 

About the mofly brcoks and fprings ; 

About the trees new-bloflbm'd heads, 

About the gardens painted beds. 

About the fields and flowery meads. 

And all inferior beauteous things, 
Like the laborious bee, 

For littfe drops of honey flee [«], 
And there with humble fWeets contents her induftry. 

f/] 7he 7behan fwan] Mr. Gray calls him, ttt 
Thehan tagU \ but the imagery of both poets is much 
the fame. 

* tho' he inherit 
** Norths pride, not ample pinion, 

" That the Theban eagle bear 
^* Sailhigwith fupreme dominion 
" Thro* the aiaire deep of air." Progrefi rf 
l^detrj^ 
\u\ -^Jke] The proper word ha:d been ^, if the 
Thyme would have given leave. To yfe#, is properly 
to move with fpetd out of the iHiay of dafiger } to Jfy, 
to fi0ve nuitbfpied 011 wi N g s . 



xra. 
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XIII. 
BRUTUS H, 
A N OD E ^ 

I. 

EXCELLENT Brutus, of all human race 
The beft» till nature wa» improved by grace> 
Till men above themfelves faith raifed more. 

Than reafon above beafts, before. , 
Virtue was thy life's centre, and from thence 
Did filently and conftantly difpenfe 

[iv] The fiibjefb of this ode feems to have been 
chofen by the poet, for the fake of venting his indig* 
nation againft Cromwell. — It has been generally (up- 
pofed, that Mr. Cowley had nb ear for harmony, and 
even no tafte of elegant expreflion. And one ihould 
be apt to think fo, from his untuned verfe and rug- 
ged ftyle : but the cafe was only this : Donne and 
Jonibn were the favourite poets of the time, and 
therefore the modeb, on whicn our poet was ambiti- 
ous to form himfelf. But unhappily thefe poets a/- 
fedeJ harfh numbers and uncouth eixpreflion i and 
what they afFeftcd* eafily came to be looked upon a» 
beauties. Even Milton himfelf, in his younger days, 
fell into thui delufion. [See his poem on Sbake/pear,] 
But the vig^our of his genius^ or, perhaps, hiscourfe 
of life, which led him out of the high-road of faihion, 
enabled him, in good time, to break through the 
(hare of -■'— exemplar *vitiis imitahile. The court, 
which had worfe, things to anfwer for, kept poor 
Cowlev eternally in it. Me forsook the converfation 
(fays Dr. Sprat, who defigned mm a compliment in 
the observation), hut never the: langvage of 

THE COURT, 

The 
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The gentle vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference : 
And all the parts upon it lean'd fp ea^y, . 
Obey'd the mighty force fo willihgiy, 
That none could difcord or disorder fee 

In all ioRr contrariety. 
Each had his motion natural and free^ 
And the whole no more mov'd, than the whole 
world could be. 

z. 
From the flri^ rule fome think that thou didft fn^erve 
(Miftaken honeft men) in Caefar's blood : 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deferve 
Prom him, who kill'd himfe]f> rather than ferve ? 
Th' heroic exaltations of good 

Are fo far from underftood. 
We count them vice : alas> our iigfat's fo iU> 
That things, which fwifteft move, fcem to ftand ftill. 
We look not upon virtue in her height, 
On her fupreme idea, brave and bright. 
In the original light : 
But, as her beams reflected pals 
Through our own nature, or ill cuftom's glats. 
And 'tis no wonder fo. 
If, with dejected eye. 
In ftanding pools we feek the iky, 
Thatflars, fo high above, fhouldfeemtousbelow. 

'f 

3' . :. ■ 

Can we ftand by, and fee 
Our mother robb'd, and bound, and niTiJk'd be. 

Yet 
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Yet not to her aiUftance ft!r» 

Pleas'd with the ftrength and beauty of the ra^ 
viilier [at] ? . 
Or» ihall we fear to^kili him, if before 
The canceird name of friend he bore ? 
Ingratefui Brutus do they call ? 

Ingrateful Caeiar, who could Rome enthral ! 

In a6t more barbarous and unnatural 

(In th' exadt balance of true virtue try'd) 

Than his (ucceflbr Nero's parricide f 

There's none, but Brutus, could dcfefvc 
That alt men elfe fliould wifli to fervc, 

And Csefar's ufurpt place to him fliould proffer ; 

None can deferve't/ but he, who ii^ould refute the 
offer. 

4. 
Ill fateaffum'd a body thee t' affright » 
And wrapt itfelf i' th' terrors of the night, 
ni meet thee at Philippi, faid the fpright j 

[x] This is well put. But piety to the trntber muft 
not extinguifh all regard for the mother's 7o/fx. No- 
thing contributed fo much, as the affafllnation of the 
firft Csefar, to bring on all thofe tragedies, with 
which the gloomy and unappeafablejealouiy of his 
iucceffors, atterwards, filled the Roman annals. The 
quefVion is not, what Caefar deferved, but what the 
true intereft of the Roman people required. For in 
thefe cafes, as Macbeth well observes, 

— — « we but teach 
" Bloody inftrudtions, which, being taught, return 
** To plague th* inventor"— A. I. S. viii. 

r/i 
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ra meet tbft there, faidftthott, 
With fuch a voice, and iuch a brow» 
As put the trembling ghoft to fudden flight ; 
It vanifh*dj» as a taper's light 
Goes out| when fpirits appear in fight. 
One would have thought, t^had heard the morning 
crow, 
Or feen her well-appointed ftar 
Come marching up the eaftern hill afar [j\. 
Nor durft it in Philippics field appear. 
But unfeen attacked thee there. 
Had it prefum'd in any fliape thee to oppofc. 
Thou wouldft have forcVi it back upon thy foes : 

Or flain't, like Caefar, tlv)Ugh it be 
A conqueror, and^a monarch, mightier far, than he» 

5. 

What joy can human things to us afford^ 
When we feeperiih thus, by oddevents> 

DI men, and wretched accidents. 
The bcft caufe, and beft man that ever drew a fword ? 

When we fee 
The falfe 0£bivius, and wild Antony, 

God-like Brutus, conquer thee ? 
What can we fiiy, but thine own tragic word. 
That virtue, which had worfhip'd been by thee 
As the moft folid good, and greateft deity, 

[y] -^eaftern hill afar!] , 
" Till down the caftern cliffs alar, 
*f Hyperion's march they fpy, and gUtt'ring ihafts 
of war.'* Mr. Gray. 

By 
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By this fatal pi'oof became 

An idoi only^ and a fjame ? 
Hold; noble Brutus> and reftrain 
The bold voice of thy generous dtfilain : 

Thefe mighty gutphs are yet 
Too $ieep for all thy judgment and thy wit. 
The timers fet forth already, which fhaU quell 
Stiff reafon, when it offers to rebel 1 

Which thefe great fecrets ihall unieal. 

And new philofophies reveal. 
A few years more, fo foon hadil thou not dyMy 
Would have confounded human virtue's pride^ 

And /hew'd thee a God cruclfy'd. 



MVTo 
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XIV. 
To Mr. HoBBEs [tf]. 

I. 

VA ST bodies of pUloipphy vf 
I oft have feen, and read j *i. 
But aU are bodies dead, ^] 
Or bodies, by art faihioned i '- 
I never yet the living foul could fee, ^{ 
But in thy books, and thee. % 
*Tis only God can know •, " 
Whether the ftir idea thou doft ihow ^ 
Agree entirely with his own, or no. ij ' 

This I dare boldly tell, 
'Tis fo like truth, 'twill fertc our turn as well [^]. ' 
Juft, as in nature, thy proportions be. 
As full of concord, their variety ; 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft ; 
And all fo folid are, that they at leaft. 
As much as nature, emptinels deteft. * 

[a] Mr. Hobbes was, jit this time, the philofb* 
pher in fafhion : and Mr. Cowley fpeaks the faihi- 
onable, rather than his own (enfe of him ; as appears 
from the exaggerated ftrain of his panegyric. How- 
ever, he does but juftice to the vigour of his fenle, 
and the manly elegance of his ftyle : for the htter of 
which qualities, chiefly, his philofophic writings are 
now valuable. *^ 

W rbisIdareMdlytelh 

'Tisfo like truth y UnniU fer^e our turn as nvelL] The 
writer, indeed, b a poet : but this was rather r«a 
kldly faid. 

2. Long 
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Leng did the mighty Stagirite retain [c] 
The univer&l inteliedhial reign. 
Saw his own country's Ihort-liv'd leopard flain [d] ; 
The ftronger Roman^eagle did outfly [^J, 
Oftner renew'd his age, and faw that die ; 
Nfeccha itfelf, in fpight of Mahomet, poiTefs'd [/], 
And, chas'd by a wild deluge from the Eaft, 
His monarchy new planted, in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one place » 

[c] Ariftotle ; fo.called from the town of Stagira, 
where he was bom, iituated near the baj of Strimon 
in Macedonia. Cowley. 

[J] Outlafted the Grecian empire, which, in the' 
vifions of Daniel, is reprefented by a leopard, with 
four wings upon the back, and four heads, chap. vii. 
6. Cowley. 

[e] Was received even beyond the bounds of the 
Roman empire, and out-lived it. Cowley. 

f/J For Ariftotle's philofophy was in great efteem 
among the Arabians or Saracens ; witneis thofe many 
excellent books upon him, or according to his prin- 
ciples, written by Averroes, Avicenna, Avempace, 
and divers others. In fpight of Mahomet: becaufe 
his law, being adapted to the barbarous humour of 
thofe people he had firft to deal withal, and aiming 
only at greatnefs of empire by the fword, forbids all 
the ftudies of learning ; which (never theleis) flouriih- 
ed admirably under the Saracen monarchy, and con- 
tinued {oj till it was extinguifhed with that empire^ 
by the inundation of the Turks, and other nations. 
Meccha is the town in Arabia whsre Mahomet was 
born. Cowley. 

So 
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So did this noble empire wafte, 
Sunk by degrees from glories paft, 
And m thefchool-mens hands it perifh'd quite at lad. 
Then nought, but words, it grew, 
And thofe, all barbart>us, too : 
It periih'd, and it vaniih'd there. 
The life and foul, breath'd out, became but cmptj 
air. 

3- 
I The fields, which anfwer'd well the antieats plough, 
I Spent and out-worn, return no harveft now, 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie, 

And boaft of paft fertility. 
The poor relief of prefent poverty. 

Food and fruit we now muft want, 
Unlefs new ^ands we i^ant. 
We break up tombs withfacrilegious hands ; 

Old rubbifh we remove ; 
To walk in ruins, like vain ghofts, we love. 
And with fond divining wands [g] 
We fearch among the dead 
For treafures buried, 
Whilft ftill the liberal earth does hold 
So many virgin mines of undifcover'd gold. 

[g] Virgula di<uina, or a divining wand, is a two- 
forked branch of stn haiel-tree, which is ufed for the 
finding out either of veins, or hidden treafures of gold 
or iilvec ; and beingcarried about, bends downwards 
(or rather is faid to do fo) when it comes to the place 
where they lye. Cowley. 

4. ine 
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4- 
The Baltic, Euxme) and the Caipian» 
And flender-liinb'd Mediterranean [iijf 
&em narrow creeks to thee» and only fit 
For the poor wretched fHher-boats of wit. 
Thy nobler veflel the vaft ocean tries. 
And nothing lees, but feas and fkksf 
Till unknown regions it deicries> 
Thou great Columbus of the golden lands of new 
philofbphies. 
Thy talk was harder much, than his ; 
For thy learn'd America is 
Not only found out firft by the^, 
And rudely left to future induftry ; 

But thy eloquence, and thy wit, 
Has planted, peopled, built, and civiliz'd it^ 

5. 
I IJttle thought before, 
(Nor, being my ownfelf fo poor. 
Could comprehend fo vaft a ftorc^) 
That aJl the wardrobe of rich eloquence 
Could have forded half enough, , 
Of bright, of new, andlaftingftufF, 

[h] All the navigation of the antients was in thefe 
(eas; they feldom ventured into the ocean ; and 
when they did, did only iitius legere, coaft about 
near the more. Cowley. 
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To doathe th^e mighty limbs of thy gigantic (cnfe [t ]. 
Thy folid reafon, like the fliield from heaven 

To the Trojan hero given [^], 
Too ftrong to take a mark from any mortal dart,. 
Yet fliines with gold and genur in every part. 
And wonders on it grav'd by the learn'd hand of art i 

A fhield, that gives delight 

Even to the enemies light. 
Then, when they're furc to lofe the combat hft [/]. 

6. 
Nor can the fiiow» which now cold age does fhed 

Upon thy reverend head. 
Quench or allay the noble fires within; 
But all which thou haft been. 
And all that youth can be, thou'rt yet. 
So fully ftilldoft thou 
Enjoy the manhood, and the bloom of wit. 
And all the natural heat, but not the fever, too. 

[g] The meaning is, that his notions are Co new, 
and fo great, that I did not think it had been poflibJe 
to have found out words to expreis them clearly ; as 
no wardrobe can furnifh cloaths to fit a Jbody taller 
and bigger than ever any was before ; for the cloaths 
were made according to fome meafure that then was. 
Cowley. 

[i] See the excellent defcription of this fliield, 
made by Vulcan, at the re^uefl of Venus, for her fon 
i£neas, at the end of the eighth book of the i^neid, 

— ** et clypei non enarrabile textum," 
whereon was graven all the Roman hiftory . Cowley. 

[/J r^to lofe the c(mbat hft J] As not a few did, who 
prefumed, with very unequal arms, to try the tern* 
per of that magic fliield i which time and common 
fenfe, however, have at length difenchanted. 
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So contraries .00 £isii*ktP^ [k] totifykCf '/ ^ 

Hut Jkmxf iftsAMi aiidb7tinDD\bcdl]&aiilfire[ii], :' 

[fn\ So contfanes^ on pirn's fof\ pj joajdng the 
frofis on Mtkits\op^ k fcdnipdflfert ttnly/iana;not en- 
larging diredly onc<Ke^i:c>htmr}« 4iiil4i«ieii ef^^ro/// and 
heau take9.fiwj^»©jefK AtlUciJrifcnfc' J^fomt- 
rijfnos in tl^c metaf horjt^, i^tvotL has to>t dear, in 
a good decree, of tHatwix/" 4^1/ (as Mr. Addrfbn calls 
it), in which he fo much excelled^ %(d( delighted. 
The/ir^ of Hohhes* genius^ breaking out under the 
fnow of his gray hairs 9 might have been fet in fo many 
different lights by our ingenious author, and have 
been wotk^ up by him intofucha variety of amuiing 
contrsifts, that the teniperate ufe of his darling facul- 
ty, in this inftance, de^rves our commendation. , 

[n] The defcription of the neighbourhood of fire 
and fnow upon i^tna (but not the application of it), 
is imitated out of Claud. 1. i. de Raptu Prof. 

" Sed quamvb nimio fervens exuberet seftu, 
** Scit nivibus fervare fidem, pariter(}ue favillis ' 
" Durefcit glacies, tanti fecura vapons, 
'' Arcano defenfa gelu, fiimoque fideli 
'* Lambit contiguas innoxia ilamma pruinas.'* 
Where, methinks, b fome what of that which Seneca 
-obje^ to Ovid, Nefcvvit quod bene ceffit relinquere. 
When he met with a fancy that pleafed him, he could 
not find in his heart to quit, or ever to have done 
with it. Tacitus has the like expreffion of Mount 
Libanus, Pr^cipuwn montium Lihanum, mirum di&u^ 
tantos inter arJores opacum^ fidumque npvihus ; ihady 
.^bng fuch great heats, and faithful to the fnow ; 
which is too poetical for the profe even of a romance, 
much more of an hiftoriaii. Sil. Italic, of Mtm, 1. 

XIV. 

^* Summo cana jugo cohibet (mirabile didtu) 
" Vicinam fiammis glaciem, aeternoque rigore 
" Ardentes horrent Icopuli, ftat vertice celfi 
*^ Collis hyems,calidaque nivem tegit atra favilli.'* 
See likewife Seneca, Epiil. 79. Cowley. 
Vol. I. H A fecurc 
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A {bcore petce the fiUthiiil neigUioan keep, 
71,» emboUnVi (how ftest to the fluoe dm 
And, if we weigh, like thee, 
Niture» and Cftufes» we fliali fee 
That thus it needs mqft be,. 
To thnpinunortal tune can do no wrong* 
And that which never is to die» for ever nxuft be 
jQong. 



XV. 



MR. A. COWLEY. 147 

XV. 
LIFE AND FAME. 

OH life, thou nothing's younger brother [^] ! 
So like, that one might take one for the other [f] I 
What's fomebodf » or nobody \q] f 
in all the cobwebs of the ichootmeii's trade [r]^ 
We no fuch riic^iliftln^pa woven fee, . ' ; 
As 'tis, to be, or, not to be; 



I0] Becaufe nothing preceded it, as ] 
nil beine ; which perhaps is the fenfe of 1 



; privation doe* 
' the diftlnaidn 
of days in the fkoty'of the creation ; night fi^iffing the 
pri?ation, and day, the' fubfequent being, nromwMnce 
the ev^ening is placed firft, Gen. i. 5. ** And the eren^ 
^* ii^g and the mprning were the lirft day." G o wl e y. 
( 6] OB Ufe; thou nothing syouhgdf'htt^hir I 
Str hhi that one f^/rht take one for the other!] i. e. 
Life is lefs than nothing, hut^ as being eome of nothing, is 
n^ery Hfte it, Mr. Cowley's poetry (as here) is crften 
much disfigured by the double affedation of ««// and 
famiBarity., He would lay an out-^f-^tfae-^'Wajr thin^» 
thin trivial manner. — But fuch was theoourt^idea, ua 
his time, of tvritingj like a gentleman.^ < ' 

[f ] Ti J'irk, ti J^'irii i 2«2< hetf Mfom^: 
Pindar. fFhat isfomebody^ or what is noMf f-Man is 
the S-eam of djbadow, Cowley. 

[r] The diftin^ions of the fchoolmen may be liken* 
ed to cobwebs (I meisin many of them, for ibme are 
t>etter woven) either becaufe of the too muchfinenefs 
of the work, which makes it flight, and able t6 catch 
only little creatures ; or becaufe they take not the 
materiab from nature, but ^mu it dut of themfelves. 
Cowley. 

H a Drean) 
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Dream of a fliadow [']! .^ refle6tion» made 
From the falfe glories of the gaj refledted bow [/], 

Is a iQprc'fqiid.thiii^ than chou^ r ; « 
Vain weak-built ifthmus [t/], which doft proudly 

tJp4)etwixttwQtetemitie&{w]; ' \ / 

[s] ,p^figHk9/:^ /b^fjjmfl Ju^^^ 
tarch as a moft. ingemPU^ and e^preflive .hyperbole^ 
Vol. ii. p. io4;ed.lC3^and. t^ar. 16^4. '' ' *^' 

[/] The rainbow is tnHtiHfof¥to<H)icK]frjth^ that 
Appear are but refiedions of the fun's light received 
"difercntly; . ' * . ,• .^ * r 

* " Millc trahit varios adverfo, fol^<:piQre5 :"; , 
;fls is evident by artificial rainbows.; and yet this 
dBne^ofw^ this almoftnol^ng,; makes fqmetamcs ,anp-; 
.riwfiraiibo«#.(butiipt fe^ijc^ptp^ b^utiful);,bjj rej^- 

[u] l&jmami^fLiOfif:k of Jtea4 t^t 4?i^^f t^ peiun- 

fiJai ff^m ' the. vcontin^^^ jamd . i^ •• beti|dx^ ,twp fe^Jj^ 

r? «^r04&^<NPPM. I|i wbi^h manner this narrow 

paifageof lift divides- th<e^^ tiwfi ppiti the ftture,^ 

^ndis at laft:fwailowed.ppjnto .eternity. Cowi;.Ey. 

,,f«^) ifiifmtsi^^behmffl. two.^rniiiet[i] A fublixQQ 

idev ^svmb bynnntitic^ ifi this.odp,,; t^ Mr. 'f ope:' 

produced it into.«bielViSttip9 ^-^ , . . . •».:,.> / ?. .t 

.v/»»V^Mac55do^ihk(/?*«if* of/^midJf€fln,Uy' . . ] 

i; . **\ A tteiiigv<toddy5vife^,and r^d^ij^O'eat/'.. |\ » 

. EfH on ft&n, Cp. li. .3. 

Not hut'oiif phtlo^bphical poet had his eye, alfo> on 

M. Pafod — " q»'eft-ce que Thomme dans la nature ? 

V Un.neant sLTcgafd de rinfini, un tout a regard du 

*.•* neam# un fmHeu, f^re, rien ett^ti. U eft inSnioaent 

*f <feloigne.des deiix extrtoesi et h^ ^tre,n?eft poinjss 

*• difttot du neaftt <'^ ii fift tire,, q^e.^ Wnfim,ou il 

** eft englouti," Penfees, c. xxii. 

': Yet 
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Yet ca»ft nor wafc nor wiftd &ftaln } - 
Bat, brokcft and o'crwhctin'4, the endlefi oceans 
meet again. 

a. . . • 
And with what rare inventions do we ftrive, 

Ourfeives then to fiurvi ve ? 
Wife, fubtle arta, and Aich as we^l befit 

That nbthing man's no wit. 
Some with vaft coftly tombs would purchaie it. 
And, by the jMroofs of death, fwetend to live.- 

Here lies the great — Falfe marble, where H 
Nothing but finall arid fordid duft lies there. 
Some build enormous mountain-palaces, \ 

The fools and architeds to pleafe : 
A lafting life in well-hewn ftone they rear : 

So he, who on th' Egyptian ihore [x\ 
Was flaiii, fo many hundred years before. 
Lives ftill (oh lifci moft hapfp'y and moft dear I 
Oh life, that'Epicurcs envy to heai* [>3?) ' 

lives in the dropping ruins of his amphitheatre^ 



His Es} fether-in-law W an higher placeboes datoi' 

In the feraphic entity of ttme [b]. • ' * 

/ '; ■ :" ■■■" '■'■'♦ .•:••• lie. 



[xl Pbmfey the great. Cowley. 



_ ^ An irony ; that is, oh life which Epicutef 
hi^h at and contemn. Cowley. 

{z] Cacfiir, whofc daughter Julia was married to 
Pompey ; an alliance fatal tb the commonwealth j 
wKch, as Tiiily feys; ought never tohave been made, 
or never ended. Cowley. 
• [fl] His fatber-M-iaw] This, again, is in the fa- 
H 3 • miliar 
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Hey iihcc that'tcy, his dtatli {e^],- - 
Does fill all mouths^ and breiithes in aU men's breath; 
'Ti$ tnie» the two immortal (yllables [d] remain. 

But, o ye learned men, explain, 

Whateflence, what exiftence this, 
What ftiWlancei what fubfiftence, what hypoftaib, * 

In {ix poor letters is ? 
In thofe alone does the great Cae&r live, 

'Tis all the conquer'd world could give. 

miliar ftyle. He might have feid, more fuitably to. 
the ftjrie of ant)de— 1 

'* Great Caefar's felf " . ; . 

[h] Supernatural, inteileflual, unintelligible being. 
Cowley. ^ ; 

[c] thfH to^y bis Jeatb] Called a t(^yi becaufe the 
play-thing of every declaimer,irom thattifne to this, 
and, by pafGng through fo many hands, wore inftru- 
mental to the prppagatioir of Casf^s fauie, than all 
the glories of his life. i 

[d] -r-/wd mmortal/yHailes] Thi§3ively ridiciire; 
on poftbumous fame^ if well enpugh pldced ta a poem, 
or declamation : but we are a little fur prized to find 
fo grave a wHler, as Mr. Wollafton,- diverting him- 
felf with it. ^^ Stt reality (fays he) the man is not 
" known ever the more to pofterity, becaufe his 
*^ name is tranfmitted to them : be^oth not Hve, be-< 
" caufc his naf^te does. \Vhen it is faid, J. Csefar 
** fubdued Gaul, beat Pompey, changed the Roman 
** commonwealth," &c.— /?f/. of Nat. SeS. v.— The 
fophiftry is apparent. Put Cato m the place of Caeiar, 
and then fee whether that great man do not U^e in 
his name, fuhftantially^ that is, to good purpofe, if 
the impreffion, which thofe ttjuo immortal Jyllables 
make on the mind, be of ufe in exciting pofterity, or 
any one man, to the love and imitation cf Cato's 
virtue, 

We 
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We poets, madder yet than all> 
With a refin'd failtaftic vanity, 
Think, we not only have, but give eternity. 

Fain would I fee that prodigal. 

Who hi| to-morrow would beftcrvf 
For all old Homer's life» e'er fince he died, tiU now. 



H 4 * iCVi. 
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ACM"E ancT ST^PTIMI US: 

Out of CXf WL LVS. — 

WH I L S T on Septimius* panting breaft, 
(Meaning nothing lefs than reft) 
Acme lean'd ber loving head, 
Thus the pleas'd Septiaiius &id ; 

My deareft Acme, if I be 

Once alive, and love not thee 

With a pafTion far above 

All that e'er was called love> 

In a Libyan defert may 

I becDme fome lion's prey j 

Let him, Acme, let him tear 

My breaft, when Acme is not there. 

The god of love, who ftood to hear him,, 
(The god of love was always near him) 
Pleas'd and tickled with the found, 
Sneez'd aloud ; and all around 
The little loves, that waited by, 
Bow'd, i^nd blefi'd the augury. 
Acme, inflam'd with what he faid, 
Rear'd her gently-bending head. 
And, her purple mouth with joy 
Stretching to the delicious boy. 

Twice 
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Twice (and twice could Jfcarce'ibifice) 
She kifs'd his drunken> rowia^'eya. 

My little life, my all (faid flie) 

So may we ever fervants be 

To this beft god» and ne'er retain 

Oyr hated liberty .again. 

So may thy padloh laft for m^, 

As I a paffion have for thee. 

Greater and fiercer much tlian can 

Be conceiv'd by thee, a man. 

Into my marrow is it gone> 

Fix'd 3^d fettled in the bone» 

It reigns not only in my hearty 

But runs, like life, through ev'ry part. 

She fpoke ; the gpd of love, aloud, 

Sneez'd again ; and all the crowd 

Of litde loves, that waited by, 

Bow'd, and blefrd the augury. 

This good omen thus from heaven. 

Like a happy (i^al, given. 

Their loves and lives (all four) embrace, 

And hand in hand run all the race. 

To poor Septimius (who did now 

Nothing elfe but Acme grow) 

Acme's boibm was alone 

The whole world's imperial throne, 

And to faithful Acme's mind 

Septimius was all human kmd. 

Hs If 
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If the gods would pieafe ta be . 

But advis'd for once bjr tat, : . . . < 

Tdadvife them, whenthe^ipy "^ *} 

Any iiluftrious piety, 

To reward her, if it be fliej 

To reward him, if it be he ; 

With fuch a huiband, fuch a wife [e]. 

With Acme's and Septimius' life. 

W '^fuch a huiband, fucb a wife J It is to be ob- 
ferved, to the honour of our author's morals, and 
good tafte, that, by this little deviation from his ori- 
ginal, he has converted a looie love-poem into a ibbef 
epithalamium. We have all the grace, and> what i$ 
more, all the warmth of Ca(ullus> without, his inde^ 
cency. 



THE 
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XVII. 
THE COMPLAINT{/]. 

I. 

IN a deep vifion's intelle^hial fcene» 
Beneath a bower for (brrow made, 
Th' uncomfortable fhadt^ ^ 

Of the Wack yew'? unlucky green» 
MizM with the mourning willow's careful pey^ 
Where reverend Cam cuts out his famous way, 

Th* melancholy Cowley lay : 
And lo ! a Mufe appear'd to his dos'd fighti 
(The Mufes oft in lands of vifion play) 
Bodied, arra/d, and feen by an internal hght. 
A golden harp, with filver ftrings, flie bore, 
A wondrous hieroglyphic robe fhe wore. 
In which all colours and all figures were, . 
That nature or that fancy can create, *^ 

That art can never imitate ; '* 

And with loofe pride it wanton'd in the air. 
in fuch a drefs, in fiich a well-^loath'd dream. 
She us'd, of old, near fair Ifmenus' ftream, 

[/] The plan of this poem is highly poetical : and, 
though the numbers be not the mod plealing, the 
^xpreilion is almoft every where natural and l^auti- 
hL But its principal charm is that air of melancho<» 
ly, thrown over the whole, fo expreffive of the poet's 
chara^er. 

The addrtfs of the writer is feen in conveying his 
jufl reproaches on the courts under a pretended vin- 
dication of it againft the Mufe, 

Pindar 
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Pindar her Theban favourtte to meet j 

A crown was on her head^ and wings were on her feeU 

' " ; - 2. ' 
She touch'd hun with her harp, and raised him from 

the ground; .. 
The ihaken (brings melodioufly- refbund. 

Art thou return'4 at iail, faid fhe. 

To this forfakep place and me ? 
Thou prodigal, who didft fo loiofelj wafte 
Of all thy youthful years, the good eftate i 
Art thou return'd here> to repent too late ? 
And gather hulks of learning up at lafl, ,^ 

Now the rich ^rveft-time of life is paft» 

And winter njarches on fo.&ft ? 
But> when I meant t' adopt thee for my foUy. 
And did as learned a portion aflign. 
As ever any of the mighty Nine 

Had to their deareft children done ^ 
When I refold i^ex^lt thy* anointed name. 
Among the fpiritual lords [gj of peaceful fame ; 
Thou changeling, thou> tewjtcb'd with noife ancl 

iliow, 
Wouldft into courts and cities from me go $ 
Wouldft fee the world abroad, and have a ffiare 
In all the follies and the tumults there, 

' [g].^^ Spiritual LorJs\ Allucllng to the ftile of thq 
Houfe of Lords — the L^rds Spiritual dndTemporal. 
— The poet, oa this. and many other occafions, for- 
got his own definition of true wit by negatives — 
** 'Tis not, when /wa like 'words make up one noife!* 

St. ii, 6. 
fhou 
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Thou wouldft, for<i90dii.beib«iet(1ii6gin a (fait«» 
And bufinefsthon ifroiiUftifimitvaMtyoiildft creates^ 

Bufinefi! Ae frivdcfiu pmedce . 
Of liuinan lufts, tQ-ilnlBr.«ff km^e^ce J - ' . 

Bufine&f the grtre jiatierfineiice : 
Bufinefs ! the thing which I of all things hate» 
fiufinels ! the contradiaioit of ihy ftte. 
. 1 1 ... 1 

6oi ceaegado, caft up thy account> 

And fee to what amount 
Thy fooiiih .gains b^ quitting aie : 
The fale of knowledge, fiunei and libert/t 
The fruits of thy unl^rn'd apoftacy. 
Thou tho]ight!ft^ if once the public ftorm weie paft^ 
All thy remaining life ihould fun-ihine be : 
Behold, the public ftorm is fpent at laft» 
The ibvereign is toft at fea no more, . 
And thou, with aH the noble company. 

Art got at laft to flioie. 
But, whilft thy fellowwoyaj^rs I iee 
Allmarch'dup to pofTefi the pronus'd land. 
Thou ftill alone (alas) doft gaping ftand, > 

Upon the naked beach, upon the barren fiuid* 

.... 4. 

As a fair morning of the blefled fpring, \ 

After a tedious ftormy night ; 
Such was the glorious entry of our king, 
Enriching moifture drop'd on every thing : 
Plenty he fow'd below, and caft about him light. 

But 
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Bat then (das) to thee alone. 
One of old Gideon's mirades was iliewnf 
For eveiy tree, andefeij herb around. 

With pearly dew was crownM, 
And upon all the qoickenM ground. 
The fniitfiil feed of heaven did brooding lie. 
And notMng but the Mufe's fleece was dry. 

It did aQ other threats fiirpais. 
When God to his own people iiud, 
(The men, whom through long vranderings he had 
led) 

That he would give themev'naheav'nofbrafs: 
They look'd up to that heaven in vain. 
That bounteous heaven, which God did not reftraiii, 
Udoo the moft unjuft to ihine and rain. 

S- 
The Rachel [h]y for which twice feven years and 

more. 

Thou didft with faith and labour ferve. 
And didft (if fattk and labour can) deferve. 

Though ihe contra^ed was to thee, 

Giv'n to another thou didft fee ; 

Gtv*n to another, who hadftore 
Of fairer, and of richer wives, before ; 
And not a Leah left, thy recompenfe to be. 
Go on, twice feven years more, thy fortune try^ 
Twice fcvcn years more, God in his bounty may 

Give thee, to fling away 
Into the court*s deceitful lottery. 

[b] Tbt Racbel] The mafterfliip of the Savoy. 

But 
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But thmktiiow likely 'tb, tlifttftllou. 
With the dttll work of thy unwieldy plough^ 
Shouldft in a bardand barren feaibn thriYey 

Shouklft even able be to live ; ' 
Thouy to whofe ihare fo little bread did fall» 
In the miraculous year, w^n nuuma rain'd ou all. 

6. ' — • • 

Thus fpake the Mu^> and fpake it with a finile* 
That feem'd at once to pity and revile. 
And to her thus, raifing his thoughtful head. 

The meljuicholy Cowley faid j 

Ah wanton fbe> doft thou upbraid 

The ills, which thou thy&lf haft made ? 
When, in the cradle, innocent I lay. 
Thou, wicked fpirit, ftoleft me away. 

And my abufed foul didft bear 
Into thy new-found worlds, I know not where. 

Thy golden Indies in the air ; . 

And ever fince I ftrive in vain 

My ravi/h'd freedom to regain j 

Still I rebel, ftill thou doft reign ; 
Lo, ftill in verfe againft thee I complain. 

There is a fort of ftubbom weeds. 
Which, if the earth but once, it ever breeds. 

No wholefome herb can near them thrive, 

No ufefttl plant can keep alive : 

■ The 
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The fooliih fpnrflil did oH tlKfeelH^ftovr, 
Make all^tby^tftajid la^Hr {nitle&mMi^i ^ 

Where ooeeifncliPaifie^dajicey iior.gra&'[£}idoAl 
cvergrowv ' , 

When mj new mind had do infufion hiown. 
Thou gav'ft fo deep a tthdore of thine own. 

That ever lince I vainly try ^ 

To wafli away th' inherent dye t . ' 

Long work perhaps may fpoil thy colours quite^^ 
But never will reduce the native white : 

To all the ports of honour and of gain 

I often fteer my coifl*fe in vain j * ^ 

Thy gale comes crois, and drives me back again. 
Thou flack'neftall my nerves of induflry, 

By making them fo oft to be' ' ' ~ 

The tinkling firings of thy loofe niinftrelfy. 
Whoever this world's happinefs would fee, 

Muft as entirely caft .off theet [^ 

As they, who only heaven defire. 
Do from the world retire. 

[/] — ^ograji] i. e. no grafi which turns to pfo^ 
fit. '^ The poet alludes, ia this vei fe, to th^ four 
ringlets f* which are fometimes found in paflure* 
grounds, and» according to the philofophy of the 
country-people, are' occafioned by fairies dancing 
upon them. He -had pipbably his eye on that fine 
paifage of Shakefpear -— 

*• ye demy-puppets, that 

*' By moon-fhine do the ^reen four ringlets make, 

" Whereof the ewe not bites" 

Tempefl, A. v. S. ii. 

This 
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This was my error, tlil ttfy grots miAafie, ' ' 
Myfelfademyi-votarjrtoittake. '^ ^ 

Thus, withSapphira and her hufband's fate; 
(A fiiuit whkh I, like them, am tan j[ht too late) 
For all^ that I gaveup; Id(ftHtilg gain, ' ^ 
And periih for the part which J retain. 

8. 
Teach me not, then, O thou falkcious Muie, 

The court, and better king [k], t' accufei 
The heaven, under which I live, is fair i 
The fertile foil will a foil harveft bear ; 
Thine, thine, is all the barrenneiss if thou 
Mak'ft me fit ftill and fing, when I ihould plough : 
When I but think, how many a tedious year 

Our patient fovereign did attend 

His long misfortunes' fatal end ! 
How chearfolly, and how exempt from fear. 
On the great Sovereign's will he did depend ; 
I ought to be accurs'd, if I refufe 
To wait on his, O thou fallacious Mufe ! 
Kings have long hands (they (ay) ; and though I be 
So diftant, they may reach at length to me. 

[k] — Better king] i. c. ifetter in his own nature, 
than the rourt [his miniflers J would allow him to be. 
The foppofition was decent, but not true. The mi- 
niibr of that time was juft, nay generous, to our 
poet. [See Lor J Clarendon's U/e, ?SLTt i i6.] but, 
unluckily, the poet's patrons were the minMler's moft 
determined enemies. In the mean time, the tetter 
king cared neither for the minifler, nor the poet. 

However, 
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However> of all princes, thdu 
Shoulifft not reproach rewards, for being fmall of 

flow I 
Thou, who revrardeft but with popular breath, ' 
And that toO| after death. 



Oa 
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XVIII. 

On the Death of Mrs. Catharikb 
Philips [/]. 

CRUEL difeafe f ah,xottld it not fu fEce 
Thy old and conitosit fpite to exercife 
Againft the gentlefl and the faireft fex. 
Which dill thy. depredations moft do vex ? 

Where ftjU thy malice moft of all 
(Thy malice or thy luft) does on the faireft &li ? 
And in them moft aftault the faireft place^ 
The throne of emprefs beauty, ev'n the face ? 
There was enough of that here to aftwage 
(One >79ttld have thought) either thy luft or rage | 
Was't not enough, when thou, prophane diieafe» 

Didft on this glorious temple feize i 
Was't not enough, like a wild zealot, therein 
All the rich outvrard ornaments to tear. 
Deface the innocent pride of beauteous images ? 
Was't not enough thus rudely to defile. 
But thou muft quite deftroy, the goodly pile ? 
And thy unbounded facrilege commit 
On th' mward holieft holy [m] of her wit ? 

[/] This poem is preferved, in honour of the lady, 
hm celebrated, who had the fortune to b^ equally 
efteemed by the beft poet and beft divine of her age. 
* [m] Miefi bolj] I wiih the poet had forbom this 
allufion. 

Cruel 
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Cruel difeaie ! There thou mi^ieft thy power ; 

No mine of death can tfiat deYour^ 
On her embalmed name it will abide 

An everkfting pyramide. 
As highas heav'A the top, as earth the bafis wide« 

2. 

AU ages paft record, all countries fiow. 
In various kinds, (iich equal beauties fhew^^ 

That e?*!! judge Paris [»] would not faiow 
On whom the golden apple to beftow ; 
Though goddefles to his fentence did fubmit. 
Women and lovers would appeal firom it : 
Nor durft he %, of all the female race. 

This B the (overeign face. 
And fbme (though thefe be of i kind that's rare. 
That's much, ah, much fefi frequent, than the fftir.) 
So equally renown'd for virtue are. 
That if the mother of the gods might pofe. 
When the beft woman for her guide ihe chofe [o]. 

But, if ApoHo ihouid deiiga 
A woman laureat to make. 
Without difpute he would Orinda take. 

Though Sappho and the f&mdus Nine 
Stood by,' and did repine. 

To be a prince^ pr ^ cpeen, , 

Is great ; but 'tis a gre^tneis always feen ; - 

The 

W "^j^^gf Paris] Familiar, again,, or rather bur- 
lefque; quite out of iea(bn. 

r M Alluding to the mtrodu^ion of the ftatue of 
Cjh'eb into Rome: Liv. 1. xxix. The goddels, in- 
deed, had H long train of Roman matrons for her 

attendants* 
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The world did never but two womto know^ 
Who, one byfcaad, th'-otfier by wiCi^rHe ^ ^ I 
To the two toprof ^i^al/digniviei M^-^ ' i / 
Oaefexiiale^fofiieibfo|d,^<>feifaaile'^t^]S0i«r. ^ -v CI 

■«. .' L •- • ' V '.' a ,:\ .Ai ^[Mr* .% i' .:. J i-.i-. 
3. ' 
Of female poets^ who had names of oId» 

Nothing is ihewn, hni only told $ 
And all we hear of them'fierhapsan^r'be -it -' irv . ;[! 
Male-flattery only, 9»d palp^ppf tay : j / - ; •" >! .U 
Pew minuteidid ^hc»r beaatfetlighltonig woAs^' i'l 
T&eitlmnder of their yoicxdidflODgeilliaftt/ / '^ . T 

But that, too, (bon was paft. ' ^ ' ^ 
Thecertaijt pfocj&oof 0iir.Orioda3fl9vit,..: a At - 
In her own laftinjg chara^lsfsjiiiejiffjBitirw.'' v I1 
And they will long fpyprfeifq($f7Aw>L/fiiriy|ve, / 

Though longii^e]dKf>awt^'itb«timii7;iiW:ik ^l^iiriO 
The trade of glory naomgid by fthe;|»fen» 'c tivv : » jo>1 
Though great it,he> andeioory iidhferotslbiidd^ .. .> j. .. 
Does bring in but finalliprofifttQttsibejii . ': v-.. 
'Tis by the numbet of the^^aneaidtom'dt '>:l . .» / 

attendants. But, as the'hl^rian tells tiieftom ike 
chofe the hfi man in'fe'dine fbV her Ai^ 5 Hot' tbiifefl 
njoomany for Iver'Wi^i't Whether l^i||o^ forgo€ 
himfelf, or puri>omy /alfified theftor^ for ^ fabe of 
hisapplica.tion, I know not. . ' • 

W *-- Spiritual dignities] Spiritual^ in the dpuble 
fenfe o(*winyy and religious, 'We haH this^fnri^^tte 
bdbhe^ iff tWCbw^iczm/, St/jfc.i - I ; i' / 

*• Atnong the fpiritual lords of pf4Wifulfam^*'^ 
-— ' it was too much to entertain us with it, a fecond 
time. 

Orinda, 
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Orindt, on tlie female coafts of fiune* 
Ingrofles alt tiie goods of a poetic name: i 

She doe^iho partner urith her fee, ; 
Does all Ae buiiaefi there alone, which wt ^ 
Are forced to cany on by a whole company. 



4- 

But wit's liken luxuriant vine f ./ < ^ 

Unlefi to virtue's prop it join^ .' f" 1 '' 

Firmiand e»^. towards heaven botindi ■■■ 
Though it with beauteous leaves and pkafiuit (rititbd 

crown'd ; 

It liesdeform'dy/androttmgon thegrottiid. ' : 

Now Aame aMilihifkei»onusali9' < ■\.\: r: 
Who ^iuriowii'ftiX&perior call! ^ v/ . *. 

Orinda dods our boilftiag fex out-dp^ • ; ' I 
Not in wit only^ btot in virtue too. ' . i 
She does, above our beft examples rife. 
In hate of vice^ andfcomof Tanities. 
Never did ipirit of 'the manly make,: 
And dipt pJl o'er in learning's facred lake, 
A teoiger, more inviilperable take. ^ 

NoviolentpafSoncwld anentnuicefiad, . 
Into the tender goodnefs of her mind i 
Through walls of ftone thofe furious bullets may 

For<pe their impetuous way, 
When her foft bread they hit, powerlefi and dead! 

they lay. 

' .' :^ • - •• i , , . fc -■ ■; . - - - 

S. The 
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5- 
The fiune of ftkndfhip {>] which fo Umg hftd told 

Of three or fimr illuftrious names of old. 
Till hoarie and weaiy witW the tale ihe grew. 
Rejoices now t' luive got a new» 
A new, and more furprizing ftory» 
Of fair Leucaiia's and Orinda^s gloiy. 
As when a prudent man does once perceiire 
Th^t in fbme foreign country he muft live. 
The knguage and the manners he does ftrive 

To underftand and pradtife here, > ^ 

That he may come, no ftranger there s 
So well Orinda did herfelf prepare 
In thisiO^iicli different clime for her remove .. ' 

To the glad world of poetry and love. . . 

[>] 7be fami of frienJflfip] Mrs. Hiilips was as 
much famed for her frUndJbipSf as for her poetry. 
Dr. J, TmUr addreffed his difcourle^;! thmUiire and 
9jficet rffriind/bip^ to this lady. 
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XIX. 

. , TO hiQHT.[*l> .. ;. 

FIRST-bornof Chaos, who To fair didft cpme 
From the old Negro's^rkfome womb i 
Which when it fiw the lovely child. 
The melancnojj.maisj^t on kind looks, ind,{^\iV^ y 

Thou tide of gloiy, which no reft dofttiiow, \ 
But "eVer ebb, and ever flow f 
Thou golden fhcrwer of a true Jttvet 

Who does tritRee defcen3,'*iud heaVfen'tb eirth mak^ 

1^^, ^iye>natp€e'$ jwratchf^llifir and htftl^hv! ; > 
Her joy, her ornament, andweakh! - . 
Hail to thy hufband, heat, and thee ! 

Thou, the world's beauteous bride $ the lufty bride- 
groom, he! 

[q] The moral ftrokes in this hymn amply atone for 
the falfe wit and quaint imagery, in which it too much 
abounds. — It was the malady of that age to be only 
taken, 

•• With glitt'ringthoughuftruck out at ev'ry line :" 

Pope. 
Ani Jhe abupd^ce of Mr. Cowley's wit madeit but 
too eafy for fami to regale the vitiated tafte of his rea- 
ders with this fort of entertainment. 

4. Say, 
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4- 
Say, from what golden quiycrs of the (kj, 
Do all thy winged arrows fly ? 
Swiftne&andi^dwer by Ur tfr are thinet 
Prom thy great Ore th^ am^, thy fire,, the Word 
Diyme. 

5- 
Tis, I believe, this archery to fliew. 

That £>4Duch coft in colours thott 

And ikill in pain:yng doft beil^w 
Upon thy antient anns, tile gi*wdy heaveniy bow. 

6: 

Swift as light thoughts their empty carrier run. 

Thy race is finiib'd, whea begun ; 

Let a poft-angel fbu-t with thee [r]. 
And thou thegoal of earth fhalt reach, as foonashe^ 

7. 
Thou, in the moon's bright chariot proud and gay, 
Doft thy bright wood of ftars furvey,; 

S[r) -^ptft-angdjfart ^th tbte] ftie of the moft 
nn« feults m the poetry of Mr. Cowley's age wa* 
debafmg of great fentipients and images by low 
allufiMis and vulgar expreffions. What the reader 
looked for, was wV; and iie looked no farther - as 
e£l" — ^^^^'^ fenfe had been a difcovery of 
*^'^B^prffflm is the drefs of thought, and ftiU 
Appears more decent, as taoxefuitahU.'* 

Pope, Eflay on Crit. ver. 3 18. 

^^^•'- I And 
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And all the year doft with thee bring 
Of thoufand flowery lights thine own nocturnal fpring. 

8. .. . . • . il., 'I 

Thou, Scythian-like, ddft round thy lands above 
The fijn'i gilt tent for ever move, . . • . ^• 
And ftill, as thou in pomp dofb go» - 

The ihining pageants of the world attend thy ihow. 

• ■ 9-. -;;'•' ;-■, %■■ 

Nor, amidft all thcfe triumph), doft thou fcorn' 
The humble glow-worms to adorn, ' 

And with thofe livijjg fpongles giW • 

(O greatnefs without pridej) the buihes of the field. 

Night, and h^r ugly fiibjeds f /j^ thou 'doit tright, 

Andfleep, thelaiydwidf mg^t; 

Afliam'd and fearful t6 appear - ■ = - 

They (kreen their horrid ftapes with the black he- 
mifphere. , 

[s] Nighty dniher uglyfuhjeasy^c:]- * "''^ 

" Night, and all her fickly dews, 

" Her fpedres wan, &c.-t — 

Mr. Gray, in ne frogrefs ofpoijy.^ 
This excellent writer, not unfrequently, alludes. U> 
paiTages in Mr. Cowley, whoiejnanners^and jjeniu^' 
much refembled his own. Both, charm, us w\tli thle 
jfleen of virtiie \ .and both were' equally qu^jlified, by 
the gifts of* nature, to idorn the nobler,' ahd.Ae 
more familiar poetry.— j- The ^tafte^ the eiecutfon; 
thefuccefs, were happily on the fide of our late poet. 

•1 ii. With 
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II. . . 

With 'em there haftes, and wBdly takes the alarm. 

Of painted dreams, a bufy fwarm ; 

At the firil opening of thine eye. 
The various clufters break, the antic atoms fly. 

• 12. 

The guilty ierpents, and obfcener beafts. 

Creep conicious to their fecret refts : 

Nature to thee does reverence pay, 
111 omens and ill fights removes out of thy way [/]• 

»3- 

At thy appearance, grief itfeif is iakl 

To ihake his wings, and roufe his head ; 
And cloudy care has often took 

A gentle beamy fmile reflected from thy look. 

14. 
At thy appearance, fear itfeif grows bold ; 

Thy (unfhine mejts away his cold. 

Encourag'd at the fight of thee. 
To the cheek colour comes, and firmnefs^tothe iknee« 

Even luft, ;he mafter of a hardened face, 
Bluilies, if thou beeft in the place, 

[/] Hi omens anJ ill fights removts out 0/ tiy nvay,] 
Alluding to.t^e old Roman fuperilition^ which ami- 
oufly provided, when a great general marched out 
of the city, that no inaufpicious obje^ ihould ob-' 
flni^ or.pollute his paiTage. 

I z To 
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To darknefi^ curtains he retires. 

In fyflUpathizbg night he rowls his fmoakj fires. 

1 . .... 

When, goddefi,^ tjipu lift'ft up thy waJken'd head 
Out of the momiog'f purpli^ bed» 
Thy choir of birds about thee play. 

And all the joyfnl world falutes the rifing day. 

- %7r 
The ghofts, an4 iponfter fpirits^ that did pwfiimc 

A body's privilege to afluaie, 

Vaniih again invifibly. 
And bodies gain again their vifibSity. 

;.; ■• ' . is. . . ■ . ' ■ 

All the world's brjiirery, that flights our eyes. 
Is bjBttJiy feversil liveries, 
Thou the rich dye on. them beftoweft. 

Thy nimble pencil paints tfcis landlkip, as thou goeft, 

A crimfon garment in the rofe thpu wear'ft; 

A <fC<Jwn of ftudded gold thou beafft (u]f 

The virgin lilies, in their white. 
Are clad but with the lawn of almoft naked light. 

[u] A crtnvn of ftudded gold thu iear'flj} In the 
flower, fo calPd, ^ Cro*wn Imperial: The name of 
the fltnvfr^ and of its htflting^ being the fame;, he 
csotitd not well exprefs them both. Yfet, \ii the con- 
ne6lion whFch this line has with the foregoing, the 
mention oiont only, hats an ill effe^. 

ao. The 
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20. 
The violety fpring^s little infant* ftands 
Gilt in ibf purple ^tL^inf "hands: 
On the fair tulip thou doft doat 1 
• Thou cloath'ft it in a gay and partj^xdour^ coat [*ui} . 

21. 
With flame condensed thou doft the jewels fix, 

And folid colours ia H mix : 

Flom herfelt envies to fee. 
Flowers fairer thaik htr dwa, and durable ia ifae* 

zz. 
' Ah, goddeis I would thou cottld'ft \hy hand with* 
hold. 
And be fefs liberal to gold ; 
Did'ft thou iefi value to k gi^e» 
Of how nmch care (alas) fn^ht'ft thott poor man - 
relieve ! 

2J. 

To me, the fiin [x] is more delightful fer» 

And all fair days much fairer are. t 

But few, ah wondrous few there be. 

Who do not gold prefer, O goddels, ev'n to thee, 

[iv] Prettily alluding to Jofeph's coat of numjt c^ 
lours, Gen. xxxvii. 3, 4. 

[x] To me, the fun] An inimitable ftanza, in which 
the whole foul of the poet comes out, and fhines 
through the pureft and cleareft expreflion : like one 
of the virgin-lilies, he before celebrates, 

^^ clad with tbo Iq/wn of almoft naked UghtP 

I 3 24. Through 
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24. 

Through the foft ways of heaven, and air, and fea^ 
Which open all their pores to thee ; ^ 
. Like a clear river,, thou doft glide. 
And with thy living dream through the dofe chan- 
nels Aide. 

as- 

But, where firm bodies thy free courfe oppoie. 
Gently thy (burce the knd^o'erflows ; 
Takes there poiTeillon, and does make, 

Of colours mingled, light, a thick and ftanding lake, 

a6. . . 

But the vaft ocean of unbounded day 
In the empyrean heaven does day. 
Thy rivers, lakes, ai^d fprings below. 
From thence took firft their rife, thither at laft muft 
flow. 



XX. To 



M R. A COWLEY. 175 

XX. 
To the Royal Society [j^]. 

1. 

PHILOSOPHY, the great anionlj heir 
Of all that humaiv knowledg^^ whkhbas beea 
Ujiforfeited by map's rebellioys fin^ 

Though full of years he jdp i^ppear, 
(Philofophyy liay, and call it. He, 
For, whatfoe'er the painter's fancy be, 

It a male-virtue feems to m^) 
Has ftill been kept in nonage till of late, • 
Npr manag'd or enjpy'd his vaft eflate : . 
Three or four thoufand years, one would have 

" th6ught/ 
To ripenefs and perfection might have brought 

A fcience fo well bred and nurs'd [z], 
And ^f fuch hopeful parts too at the firft. 
Sut, oh, the guardians and the tutors^ then, 
^5ome negligent, and fome ambitious men) 

Would ne'er confent to fet him free, 
Or his own natural powers to let him fee. 
Left that fhould put an end to their authority. 

[y] This poem (befides its intrinfic merit) is entitled 
-to a'piac<{ in this coUe^ion, becaufe it fprves to in- 
troduce the following Propofitiottfor ibe dd^ancement 
if ixp^rimsHUil 'phUof<fhy: it gives, too^ lala'MBiabie 
picture of the poet's mind, in the concluding panegy* 
ric on his friend, Dr. Sprat, who had written the 
hiftory of the Rayal Society, 

[z] A fcience fo 'well bred andmurs^d] By Pytha- 
goras and Democritus. 

I 4 2. That 
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2. 

That hb 6wn bufia«6 be migbt quite farget» 
They* amus'd him with thefports of wanton wit, 
With the dcflerts of poetry thej fed him [a], 
Inftead of fofid meats t'increafe his force ; 
)[n(lead of vigorous exercife they led him 
Into thepleafant labytinths ofever-frefh difcourfe [IfJ. 

Inftead of carrying him to fee * 

The riches which do hoardckl for hfan lie 

In nature's endleis treafury. 

They chofe his eye to entertain 

(His curious, but not covetous eyt IcJ) 
V/Iih painted fcenes, and pageants of the brain [dj, 

[a] fflth the dejferts of poetry they fid Urn] Much 
of the antient phUofophy, was only a luicioiu mrytho*- 
logy. The way of accounting for a natural pheno- 
menon, was to tell a plealant ftpry. Ifuppoje, the 
author had efpecially in view Lord Bacoft's S^knfia 
veterum, where that wife man amuM lu mfdf add 
others — fwitl; th$ f ports of wataon tMt. 

[h] Into the fleafant lahyrintbs of ever-frejb dif- 
courfe.'] The Platonic fchool, which joined eloquence to 
philofophy. 

[r1 HU curious, hut nat covetous fjff\ i. c. ipgeai- 
OM&f peculation f and not ufe, was the obje^ of that 
philDfophy^ 

[d] -^pageants vf the h^n,] The peripaletic 
Siaties-^ 
. "^* tricb tQ flu^w.the Itretich of huakMi bnu^.'V 

P»p?. 

Saa0p 
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Some few exalted fpirits [e] this latter age has^ &own» 
That laboured to affert tbt liberty 
t (Fmmgliafdi^to>wh0l««refiawu!foi)ier3gr0val/1) 
Of this <M mbor fljll, cafuv'd pUlo&f hy : 

.But 'twds r^bieUixm dall^d^ to fisht 

For fiieh a hng^o^ietthd right. 
Bacon» at lafi^ ainigbty alftA> ai^ofe. 

Whom a wife kifitg md natttre chofe-t 

Lpfd chanceJl^r of boih tbeiip iaws^ 
And boldly updei%ooktte iiijUz<'d|>^il^s tatkfd; 

Authority, which did 4 body boaft. 

Though ^twas but air condehs^d and ftalk'd about; 

Like fbrae old giant's more gigantic gho^> 

To terrify the learneid rout. 
With the plain magic of" true rea/bn's light. 

He chacM out of our iigiit. 
Nor fufFer*d livmg rfien to be mifled 

By the vain fhadoWs of the dead : 
To grates, from whence it fofe, the conquth-'d phan- 
tom fled ; 

fe) ♦ *. * " * 

ff> ^f/it/Mt^aUeitfj^H/s] P. RamW, feaffendi,^ 
and Des Cartes. ; 

[/] From guardtans — ;id*b ufiirpei^ gro4n] i. i\ 
.ftpmmen, who, uadei) colour cf^jioriAiiMke rights 
of the old philofophy, (yr/7;ijff2^i/ over reai<m herfelf. 

\g\ The reft of this ftanza is left out. ^ 

I 5 4. Prom 
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4- 

Frfiimwordsy which are but pidures of the thought, 
(Though we our thoughts from them perverfelydrew) 
To thmgsy the mind's right objed, he it brought : 
Like fooliAi birds, to painted grapes we flew ; 
• He fought, and gathered for our ufe» the true ; 
Andy when on heaps the chofen bunches lay^ 
He prefs'd them wifel/, the mechanic way [h}% - 
Till all their jui^ .did in one veflel join. 
Ferment into a nourishment divine. 

The thirfty fouPs refreihmg wine. 
Who to the life an exa£t piece would make> 
Muft not from others work a copy take ; 

No, not from Rubens or Vandike; 
Much lefs content himfelf to' make it like 
Th' ideas and the inaages, which lie 
In his own fancy, or his memory. 

No, he before his fight muft place 

The natural and living face [i] j 

The real objed muft command 
Each judgment of hj? eye, and motion of his hand. 

[h] the mechanic nvay] u e, in the way of exfieri'^ 

ment, 
[i] The natural and living face] 
l[ The naked nature and the living grace.'* Pope. 

S- rirom 
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5. 
Promtfcele; aid iffllorfg'irrors bf tti wajr [k]. 
In whidi our wandering '{jrededeflbrs went, 
And, like th* old Hebrews, manji' years did ftray 

In de&rts but of fxiudl extent. 
Bacon, like Mofes, led us forth at laft. 

The barren wildemefs he pad, '^ 

Did on the very border ftand ' 

Of the bleft promised knd. 
And from the moUittain's top of his exalted wit^* 

Saw it himielf, and fhew'd us it. 
But life did never to oiie man allow 
Time to difcover worlds, and conquer too { 
Nor can fo ihort a line fuflScient be ' 

To fathom the vaft deptlis of nature^s fea. 

The work he did, we ought t' ^mire. 
And were unjuft, if we fhould more require 
From his few years, divided 'twixt th* excefs 
Of low afHidtlon, and high happineis [/]. 
For whb on things remote can Hx his fight, 
That^s always in a trium{)h, or a figlit'r ^ ' ' 

[k] '^ errors 0/ the 'wajf] A beautiful Latinifm — «• 
** ^^pelagine ytnis efrorihus a6tus?" 

Virg. JEn. vi. $^t. 
" Sive errore «i;i4r, feu tempeftatibus a6li," 

' " lb. vii, 199. 

[/J . I -^'hjmcftlf.ix^s * 
Ofhu}ufii£tionandbigb bafftftefs^] So expreiTed, as 
to convey not only the poet's idea of this fituation, but 
his/*;i/iofit. . 

6. From 
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6. 

Fromp^^grcajtchaaitiQn^,vfeQxpe4rJo5?^ , ^ 
Thefe fpacipus countries, hut dUcover^d j ^t i,. . . , 
Coui^triesi where yet» inftead of natur^/^wQ j « .* 
Her images and idok worfliip'd £be : 
Thefe large and wealthy regions to (ubdue^ 
Though learning has whole armies tit co|]j)Qiani^ 

Quartered about in every landLi .. ^ 
A better troop /he ne'er itogetherdrew^ . - » 

Methinks, like Gideon's little hand^ , ^ 

God with deiign has pick'd out youy 
To do thefe noble wonders by a few : 
When the whole hoft he ftw, thc^ are (faid ^e\ 

Too many to o'erf:pme for me ; 

And now h® chufes out his o^n, . , , ^ j 

Much in the way that he did then : . ^ , . 

Not thofe many> whom he found. 

Idly extended, on the ground, ,-. 

To drink with their dejected head i. ' 

The ftrean^, juft fo a$ by their mouths^ it ffe^ : . 

No, bu I thofe ^w, . w ha ,took ,the watery up. 
And made of their laborious hands the cup. 

w ■ ■ ■ • •■ • / ; ■ ^- • ■ v> : • 
.7. 

Thus you prepar'di and in the glorious fight. 
Their wondrous pattern too [m] you take : 
Their old andenipt|it.pitcho«i firft-they brake, ; 
And with their hanA*^ then lifted V th^ 'Itgte. ' ^ 

{m] Their ivottdrous pattern too] His lavifH wit 
never knows when to have done with an allufion. 

lol 
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lo! found iOQ the. tniropatsh^r^! ^ ^ i . ^ 
Already your viftorioiis lighjts appear 1 
New fcenes q£ l^^ayen. already yrp efpjr, , 

And crowds of golden worldsi Spp high; . , 
Whicbiu from the fpack>u$ plains of earth and-feaj^ 

Could never yet difcovefd be 
By feilors or Chalda^ans walchfal eye. 
Nature's gpeajt works no diflance can pbfjqure^. i 
No finalfnefs her pear ohi<;%;can fecure i ^ ■ ,._. 

Y^ iuve taught the curwwis iight to jyeii . ( , 

Into the privateil rece& 
Of her imperceptible littleiiefs. 

Ye have leaanifd toTeiRt Ker&iaBcft huid» 
And weU begun her 4be|iefll fettfe taundeHtenAi 

.... ?•■ . ' .' 

Mifchief and true ^iihQ]|9U¥ fall ,on thoie» 

Who would to laughter 9r to. i^om [it] expo(e 

So virtuous and ib nob(e a defi^fn^ 

So human for its ufe, for knowledge fo divine. ^ 

The things^ whicK thefe proud nien defpiie^ and call 

Impertinent, and vain^ and fmall^ 

Thofe f^Hji^eit things <)f nature let i^eknQw^ ,^ 

Rather than all their greatest a^tiqn^ dp, 

[a] ^tQ laughter or to /cam] It is not to be con- 
ceived what ridicule this fociety drew upon itfelf froih 
the witson'ks-fiipil^inftktttioii^^ 

" But fenfe furvWedJ whea^wriyieftfwerepaft; 
J « For riling u^dt lyill buoy up at Is^.^. ?ppe. 

- Whoever 
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Whoever would depoled truth advance 

Into the thfone ufurp'd from It, ' : '. 

Muft feel at firft the blows of ignbrance. 

And the (harp points of envious wit. [ 

So ^hen, by various turns of the celelHal dance> 
In many thoufiind 3rears 
I A fliar, fo long unknown, appears, 

! Though heaven itfelf more beauteous by it groirv ' 
It troubles dnd alarms the world below, ' *' ' 

Does to the wife a fbir, tof fbols a toeteoh *iho^.' 

I . ; .,■1. •.:• -ii 

With courage and Aicceis you the bold v^ork begin ^ 
I Your cradle has not idle he^: . (t ! 

None e'er, but Hercules and you, coukl be 
I At five years age worthy a hiftory. 
t And ne'er did fortune better yet ^ ^ ^'''* ' ' ' 

, Th' hiftorian [0] to theftory fit : * ' '' 

As you from all old errors free 

And purge the body of philofophy ; 

si) from all modern ifoffiis he ;' ''^ '^' 
Has vindicated eloquence aftii ^H\ ' '/^/ ', 

His candid ftyle, like a clean flreani, docs flide, ^'^ * 
And his bright fancy all the way - ' ' ' 
Does like the fun-fhine in it play ; . 
It does, like Thames, the bef): of rivers, glide. 
Where the god doesjiot rud^y 0yeiiturn,'. , ; j 

• - But gently pour,: the cryflal urn. 
And with judicious hand does the whDte current 
' guide. 

[d] Dr. Sprat. 

'Thas 
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T has all the beauties, nature can impart, 

And all the comely drefs, without the paint of art. 



END OF THE POEMS. 
HAEON HMIST HANTOS. 



A PROPOSITION 



P ROP O S IT I ON 

FOR 

The ADVANCtM^NT of EXPBRIMBN* 

TAL Fhih^oi^ophy [a]. 

THE COLLEGE* 

TH AV the t>liil(^fopbictl ^dllege fae (ittn^ 
cd wittinone, two, or («tf«rtheft) Arefe 
tnttes of London, and, if k be poffible to find 
that cohmcnicnce, opon the fide of the rivtr, or 
•very near It. 

That the revenue of this college amotiift t6 
four thoufand pounds a year. 

[«] In^iotis men delight \ii dreams «F te&xrna-' 
tion. —In comparing this Propofition of Cowley* with 
/^/z/ of Milton, addrefled to Mr. HartlSb, we find that 
f hefe great poets haA amufed thcidrelvcs wMv' foflfte 
exalted, and» fin the main, congenial fijuioies, on tl|e 
iiifajedl of education : that, of the tivo plans, propofed^ 
this of Mr. Cowlc^rA^^ai betted ^ft^, ahdii tht tefs 
iancifol j if a pimience^ ihthis raped, e^fte ghreh 
loeither» when both are ma^ifeftl^ Utopian : and that 
our unlverfities, in their prelent form, are wdl enouj^^ 
^fcutsted toan^^erall the reafonaUe endft of fncli 
jaftiiutio«i9i pp^MfVM wteattow for tiw :ttAaToi4aWe 
deie,Qs of theni, when drawn out mto pradCice. 

That 
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That the corapany received into it be as fol- 
lows : 

I. Twenty philofophers or profeffors. JJ. 
Sixteen young fcholars^ fervants to the profef- 
fors. 3. A chaplain. 4. A bailiff for the re- 
venue. 5. A manciple or purveyor for the pro- 
vifionsof the houfe. 6. Two gardeners. .7. 
A mafter-cook. 8* An under-cook. 9. A 
butler. 10. An under -butler. 11, A furgeon. 
12. Two lungs, or chemical fervants. 13. A 
library-keeper^. who. is bke wife to be apothe- 
cary, druggift, and keeper of inftrumcnts, en- 
gines, .&c^, 14. An officer to feed, and take 
care pf «ll bea{b,i.fowl, &c. kept by the col- 
lege- IS* A gro6mof the-ftable. 16. Amef- 
fenger to fend up and down for all ufes of the 
college. 17. Four old women, t|f te;a4 ^e 
.chambers, ke<?p the houCp cleap, and. fuch like 
fervices. ^ • t. : 

That the annual allowance for this company 
be as follows; i. To every profeflbr, and to 
the chaplain, one hundred and twenty pounds* 
• a> To: /the- fixtten fchoUrs twenty pounds 
^piece^-ten' pounds for their cliet, and ten 
ppuilds for their entertainment. 3. To the bai-* 
liff*, thirty pounds, befides allowance for his 
journies. 4. To the purveyor, or manciple^ 
thirty pounds, 5. To each of the gardeners, 
twenty ]pound8.i 6. Totheinaftef^rook, twenty 
•'''• i • ' ^ ' "'■' ' » '•'* 'pounds. 
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pounds. 7. To the und^r-cobk, fbur pounds. 
8. To the jjutler, ten poiHids. 9. Totheua- 
der-butler, four pounds. 10. To the furgeon^ 
thirty pounds. 11. To the library-keeper, 
thirty pounds. 12. To each of the lungs, 
twelve pounds. 1 3. To the keeper of the 
beafts, fix pounds. 14. To the groom, fivi 
pounds. 15. To the meffengcr, twelve pounds. 
16. To the four neceflary women, ten pounds. 
For the manciple's table, at which all the fer- 
vants of the houfe are to eat, except the fcho- 
larsv one hundred and fixty pounds. For three 
horfes for the fervice of the college, thirty 
pounds. ^ ^ ' " 

All which amounts to three thoufand two 
hundred eighty-five pounds. So that there re- 
mains, for keeping of the houfe and gdrdens, and 
operatories, and inftruments; and animals, and 
experiments of all forts, and iall other etpehces^ 
feven hundred and fifteen pounds. 

Which were a very inconfiderable fum for the 
great uTes to which k is defigned, but that I 
conceive the induftry of the coUeige will in a 
{hort tinie fo enrich itfelf as to get a far better 
ftdck for the advance and enlargement of this 
work when it is once begun ; neither is the coh« 
tinuance bfparticular mens liberality to be def- 
paired of, when it ihall be encouraged- by ^hc 
<%ht'of that public benefit which will accrue to 

aU 
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all mankind^ and chiefly to our nation, by this 
foundation. Something likewife will arife from 
kafes and other cafuakies^ that nothing of 
which may be diverted to the private gain of 
the profeffors^ or any other ufe befides that of 
the fearch of nature, and by it the general good 
of the world, and that care may be taken for 
the ceruin performance of all things ordained by 
the inftitution, as likewife for the proterdion 
and encouragement of the CQmpany» it is pro-> 
pofed: 

That ibme perfon of eminent <^lity« a lover 
of folid learning, and no ftrai^ger in it, he cho- 
fen chancellor or preiident of the college; and 
that eight governor^ more, men qualified in 
the like manner, be joined with him, two of 
which (hall yearly be appointed vilitors of the 
college, and receive an exa A account of all ex* 
pences even to the fmallefl, and of the true ef- 
tate of their public treaiiire^ under the hands 
iind oaths of the profeflbrs refident. 

That the choice of profeSbrs in any vacancy 
belong to the chancellor and the governors: 
but that the profeflors (who are Ukeliefl to know 
what men of the nation are moft proper for the 
duties of their fociety) 4irc6t their choice, by^ 
i^conunendiog two or three perfoas to them at 
ctery eleAioB: and that if any learned perfon 

J witUn 
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'within his majefty's dominions difcover, or 
eminentty improve, any ufeful kindof knoM^« 
ledge, h€ may upon that ground, for his reward 
and the tneouragement of others, be preferred, 
if he pretend to the plaee, before any body elfe* 

That the govemers have power to turn out 
any profeffor, who ihaU be proved to be either 
icandaious or unprofitable to the focicty. 

That the coUege be built after this, or fomcf 
fiich manner : That it conftft of three fair qnad^' 
rangular courts^ and' three targe grounds^ tn« 
dofed witk good walls behind them. That the^ 
firft court be built with a fair doifter ; and th^ 
proieflbrs lodgings, or rather little houies, four 
en each fide, at fome dtftance from one ano* 
ther, and with little gardens behind them, juff 
after the manner of the Chartreux beyond fea* 
That the infidie of the cloifter be Hned with a 
gravel- walk, and that walk with a row of trees; 
and that in the middle there be a parterre o^ 
flowers, .and a feontiiin; 

That the fecond quadirangle, juft behind the 
firft, be fo contrived, as to contaiii»thefe parts* 
I. A chapel. 2. A ball, with two long tables 
on each fide, for the fcholars and officers of the 
houie to eat at^ and with a pulpit an^ forms at 
the end for the public ledures« j« A large and 
pleafant diniag-room within the hall, for the 
profefibrs to eat in^ and to hold their aflemblies 

and 
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and conferences. 41. A public fckool^ioufe. 5. 
A library. 6. A gallery to walk in, adorned 
with the pi^ures or ftatuej} of all the iwentors 
of any thing ufeful to human life; asj^rinting^ 
guns, America, &c. and of late in anitomy^ 
the circulation of the blood, the milky veins^ 
and fuch like difcoveries in aoy art, Mfith fliort 
elogies under the portraitures : as likemfe the 
figures of all forts of qreatures, and the ihift 
flcins of as many ftrange animals as can be got- 
ten. 7. An anatomy-chamber, adorned with 
&eletons and anatomical pidures, and prepared 
wkh.all conveniences for difledion. 8. A 
chamber for all manner of drugs, and apothe« 
paries materials. 9. A mathematical chamber, 
(urnifbed with all forts of mathematical inftru-. 
ments, being an appendix to thelibracy. lo. 
Lodgings for the chaplain, furgeon, library- 
keeper, and purveyor, near the chapel, ana- 
tomy-chamber, library and hall. ,, r- :- 

That the third court be on one. fide of the(e> 
very large, ^ut meanly built, being defigned 
only for i^fe, and not for beauty too as the 
others. . That it contain the kitchen, butteries, 
brew-houfe, ^)ake-houfe, dairy, lardry, ftables, 
&c. and;erpectaUy great laboratories for chemi- 
cal operations, and lodgings for the under- fer- 
vants. . , . . : r ' ' •' -.-%' ■ 

... That 
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Thitt i^behind the fecond court be placed the 
^rdept;.?on^ining all forts of plants that our 
foil^wjU bear ; and at the. end a Httle houfe of 
pier fere,. ^ lodge for tl^e gardener, an<^ a grove 
of '.fees cut out into walks. 

Thatihe fecond inclofed ground be a garden^ 
deftined only to the trial of all manner of expe- 
rinJents concerning plants, as their melioration, 
acceler^tipn, retardation,, , ci)nfervs^tion, cona- 
pofition, tranfmutation, coloration, or what- 
foever elfe can be produced by art either for 
ufe orcuriofity, with a ledge in it for the gar- 
deuen.^ . ^ . . r ^ . ^ • 

T^^itbe third grpund. be employed In ^pn-: 
▼enteijj .receptaqie^;. for ,a}l /ortj? of creatures 
which the profefljjrs ^,%Il jurfgjg pep^fliry, fqr 
their more; exaa fearch into the nature of ani- 
mals, and the improvement of their ufes to us. 

rT^^itJier? J>e ^key^ife builit,f,iii fome pls^^^ 
^^Af fpli^e where M ipay. feryc ?wqft for 4>r- 
^'^f^%9f the wholie,.,^ v^rjr higt tow^Vor ob^ 
%va^ipn of ce^eftiaj jl^pdies, adori|ed with all 
forts of dials and fuch like curiofities; and that 
theije be very deep yaultjj made, under ground, 
for ;e^periments n^gft .projifir.tp (ucb places,^ 
wh/ch .will be un^ubt^ctty very m^ny. . .| 
: MH^^ ^#t be.^4^^ but iruly 4 artrfiaik 
this IS too much already; for th^ chariry oftg^e^ 
« rolity 



192 TH& ai>vancem:ent op 

rofity of this age to extend to; and we db not 
<fefign this after the modt) of Solomon's boufe 
in my Lord Biacon (which is a projeS f6r cxpe-' 
riments that can nev«r be experiniented), buf«. 
propofe it within fuch bounds of expence as have' 
often been exceeded by the buildings of private 
citizens. ' 

OP rut F]taF£S^ORSf> seHCLAR^, t-WAl^ 
LAIir'i AN1> bTHER OFFICERS.' 

THAT of t*c twenty profeflbfs fourht zU 
ways travelling beyond feas, and (ixteen aiWays' 
Ttfident, unkliby perniifllotiaport extraordhrary 
occftfioris^; and everf oine fd aWbm> ledVttigtK 
deputy behiild MkiMo" fuipply ht$ duties. 

That the four prbfeilbrs itinerant be affignecf 
tcvtfce four parts of the worM^ Europe^ Afia, 
Africa^ and' America*^ there to refidethree years 
at kafl; and to give a conffiane account df alF 
things that bet^ tty the learning^ ind tfpt- 
cially natiupal experimenral philofbphy, dF^io^ 
parts. 

That the expence efaM difpatches, and alt 
liooksy fimplbs^ ariinaals, ftortes, metak, mine- 
ralsy &c.and alt'curioftties whatfoever, natural 
ii artifi^tat, fen« by t>herti tothe college, (ball 
be defrayed oq^c^ the treafury, and an additio- 
nal 
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nal allowance (above the 120/.) made to them 
as foon as the college's revenue (hall be im- 
proved. 

That, at their going abroad, they (hall take 
a folemn oath never to vi^rite iny thing to the 
college, but what, after very diligent exami- 
nation, they (hall fully believe to be true, and 
to confefs and recant it as foon as they find 
themfelves in an error. 

That the fixteen profeCTors refident (hall be 
bound to ftudy and teach all forts of natural, 
experimental philofophy, to confift of the ma- 
thematics, mechanics, medicine, anatomy, chc- 
miftry, the hiftory of animals, plants, mine- 
rals, elements, &c. agriculture, architefkure, 
art military, navigation, gardening ; the'myfte- 
ries of all trades, and improvement of them ; 
the fadure of all merchandizes, all natural ma- 
gic or divination ; and briefly all things con- 
tained in the catalogue of natural hiftorlesan? 
nexed to my Lord Bacon's Organon. 

That once a day from Eafter till Michaelmas, 
and twice a week from Michaelmas to Eafter, 
at the hours iu the afternoon moft convenient 
for auditors from London, according to the 
time of the year, there (hall be a leSure read 
in the hall, upon liich parts of natural experi- 
mental philofophy, as the profefTors (ball agt ee 

Vol. I. K on 
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on among themfelves^ and as each of themfhall 
be able to perform ufefully and honourably. 

That two of the profeffors, by daily, weekly, 
or monthly turns, fhall teach the public fchools, 
according to the rules hereafter prefcribed. 

That all the profeflbrs (hall be equal in all 
refpefts (except, precedency, choice of lodgings 
and fuch like privileges, which (hall belong to 
feniority in the college) ; and that all fhall be 
matters and treafurers by annual turns, which 
two officers for the time being fhall take place 
of all the refl, and fhall be arbitri duarum mm" 
farutn. 

That the matter fhall command all the offi- 
cers of the college, appoint affemblies or confe- 
rences upon occafion, and prefide in them with 
a double voice ; and in his abfence^ the trea- 
furer, whofe bufinefs is to receive and difburfe' 
all monies by the matter's order in writing (if it 
be an extraordinary), after confent of the other 
profefTors. 

That all the profefTors fhall fup together in 
the parlour within the hall every night, and fhall 
dine there twice a week (to wit, Sundays and 
Thurfdays) at two round tables, for the conve- 
nience of dii'cQurfe, which fhall be for the mofl 
part of fuch matters as may improve their ftudies 
and profe^ions ; and to keep them from falling 
into loofe or unprofitable talk, fhall be the duty 

of 
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of the two arhitri men/arum, who may iikewife 
command any of the fcrvant-fcholars to read to 
them what he (hall think fit, whilft they are at 
table : that it Ihall belong Iikewife to the faid 
arbitri men/arum only, to invite ftrangers; 
which they (hall rarely do, unlefs they be men 
of learning or great parts, and (hall not invite 
above two at a time to one table, nothing being 
more vain and unfruitful than numerous meet- 
ings of acquaintance. 

That the profeffors refident fhall allow the 
college twenty pounds a year for their diet, 
whether they continue there all the time or not. 

That they fhall have once a week an affem- 
bly, or conference, concerning the affairs of the 
college and the progrefs of their experimental 
philofophy. 

That if any one find out any thing which he 
conceives to be of confequence, he fhall com- 
municate it to the afTembly, to be examined^ 
experimented, approved, or rejeded. 

That if any one be author of an invention 
that may bring in profit, the third part of it fhall 
belong to the inventor, and the two other to 
the fociety ; and befides, if the thing be very 
confiderable, his flatue or^pi&ure, with an 
elogy under it, fhall be placed in the gallery, 
and made a denifon of that corporation of fa- 
mous 'men. 

K 2 That 
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That all the profeffors (hall be always affign^ 
ed to fome particular inquifition (befides.thc 
ordinary courfe of their fludies), of which they 
. ihall give an account to the affembly ; fo that 
by this means, there may be every day fome 
operation or other made in all the arts, as che- 
miftry, anatomy, mechanics, and the like, and 
that the college (hall fiirniih for the charge of 
the operation. 

That there {hall be kept a regifter under lock 
and key, and not to be feen but by the profef- 
fprs, of all the experiments that fucceed, fign- 
ed by the perfons who made the trial. 

That the popular and received errors in ex- 
perimental philofophy (with which, like weeds 
in a negleded garden, it is novtr almoft all over* 
grown) (hall be evinced by trial, and taken no- 
tice of in the public ledures, that they may no 
longer abufe the credulous, and beget new ones 
by confecjuence or fimilitude. 

That every third year (after the^ full fettle- 
ment of the foundation) the college (hall give 
an account in print, in proper and antient La- 
tin, of the fruits of their triennial indu(lry. 

That every profeffor refident (hall have his 
fcholar to wait upon him in his chamber and at 
table, whom he (hall be obliged to breed up in 
natural philofophy, and render an account of 
his progrefs to the aflfembly, from whofe elec* 

tion 
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tion he received him, and therefore is refponfi- 
ble to it) both for the care of his education^ and 
the juft and civil ufage of him. 

That the fcholar (hall underftand Latin very 
well, and be moderately initiated in the Greek, 
before he be capable of being chofen into the 
fervice; and that he (hall not remain in it above 
feven years. 

That his lodging (hall be with the profeflTor 
whom he ferves. 

That no profefTor (hall be a married man, or 
a divine, or lawyer in praftice, only phyfic he 
may be allowed to prefcribe, becaufe the ftudy 
of that art is a great part of the duty of his place, 
and the duty of that is fo great, that it will not 
fufFer him to lofe much time in mercenary prac- 
tice. 

That the profeflTors (hall, in the college, wear 
the habit of ordinary matters of art in the uni- 
verfities, or of doftors, if any of them be fo. 

That they (hall all keep an inviolable and ex- 
emplary friendlhip with one another ; and that 
the aflfembly (hall lay a confiderable pecuniary 
mnldt upon any one who (hall be proved to 
have entered fo far into a quarrel as to give un- 
civil language to his brother-profe(ror j and that 
the perfeverance in any enmity (hall be puni(h- 
cd by the governors with expulfion, 

K 3 That 
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That the chaplain (hail eat at the maker's ta* 
ble (paying his twenty pounds a year* as the 
others do) ; and that he fhall read prayers once 
a day at leaft, a little before fupper^ime ; that 
he (hall preach in the chapel every Sunday 
morning, and catechize in the afternoon the 
fcholars and the fchool-boys: that he flially 
every month, adminifler the holy (acrament ; 
that he (hall not trouble himfelf and his audi- 
tors with the controverfies of divinity, but only 
teach God in his juft commandments, and in 
his wonderful works. 

THE SCHOOL. 

THAT the fchool may be built fo as to con*: 
tain about two hundred boys. 

That it be divided into four claflTes, not as 
others are ordinarily into fix or feven; becaufe 
we (uppofe that the children fent hither to be 
initiated in things as well as words, ought to 
have pad the two or three firft, and to have 
attained the age of about thirteen years, being 
already well advanced in the Latin grammar, 
and fome authors. 

That none, though never fo rich, (hall pay 
any thing for their teaching ; and that, if any 
profeCTor (hall be convided to have taken any 
money in confideration of his pains in the fchooI> 

he 
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he ftall be expelled with ignominy by the go* 
yernors ; but if any perfons of great eftate and 
quality, finding their fens much better profici- 
ents in learning here, than boys of the fame 
age commonly are at other fchools, (hall not 
think fit to receive an obligation of (b near con- 
cernment without returning fome marks of ac- 
knowledgment, they may, if they pleafe, (for 
nothing is to be demanded) beftow fome little 
rarity or curiofity upon the fociety, in recom- 
pence of their trouble. 

And becaufe it is deplorable to confider the | 
lofs which children make of their time at mod 
fchools, employing, or rather cafting away, fix 
or fevcn years in the learning of words only, 
and that too very imperfeSly : 

That a method be here efiabliihed, for the 
infiifing knowledge and language, at the fame 
time, into them ; and that this may be their 
apprenticefliip in natural philofophy. This, 
we conceive, may be done, by breeding them 
up in authors, or pieces of authors, who treat 
of fome parts of nature, and who may be un- 
derftood with as much eafe and pleafure, as 
thofe which are commonly taught ; fuch are in ( 
Latin, Varro, Cato, Columella, Pliny, part 
of Celfus and of Seneca, Cicero de Divinatio- 
ce, de Naturd Deorum, and feveral fcattered 

pieces. 
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pieces, Virgirs Georgics, Grotius, Nenefia« 
nus, Manillas : And becaufe the truth is, we 
want good poets (I mean we have but few)^ 
who have purpofely treated of folidandlcarned» 
that is, natural matters (the moft part indulg- 
ing to the weaknefs of the world, and feeding it 
either with the follies of love, or with the fa- 
bles of gods and heroes), v[t conceive that one 
book ought to be compiled of all the fcattered 
little parcels among the antient poets that might 
ferve for the advancement of natural fcience^ 
and which would make no fmall or unufefiil or 
unpleafant volume. To this we would have 
added the morals and rhetorics of Cicero, and 
the inftitutions of Quinailian ; and for the co- 
medians, from whom almoft all that neceflary 
part of common difcourfe, and all the moft in- 
timate proprieties of the language are drawn, 
we conceive, the boys may be made mafters of 
them, as a part of their recreation, and not of 
their ta(k, if once a month, or at leaft once in 
two, they aQ one of Terence's comedies, and 
afterwards {the moft advanced) fome of Plau- 
tus's ; and this is, for many reafons, one of the 
beft exercifes they can be enjoined, and moft 
innocent pleafures they can be allowed. As for 
the Greek authors, they may ftudy Nicander, 
Oppianiis (whom Scaliger does not doubt to 

prefer 



EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 201 

prefer above Homer himfelf, and place next to 
his adored Virgil), Ariftotle*s hiftory of ani- 
mals, and other parts, Theophraftus and Diof- 
corides of plants, and a colledion made out of 
feveral both poets and other Grecian writers. 
For the morals and rhetoric, Arifiotle may fuf- 
(ice, or Hermogenes and Longinus be added 
for the latter ; with the hiftory of animals tl^y 
fliould be (hewed anatomy as a divertifement, 
and made to know the figures and natures of 
thofe creatures which are not common among 
us, difabufing them, at the fame time, of thofe 
errors which are univerfally admitted concern- 
ing many. The fame method ihould be ufed 
to make them acquainted with all plants; and 
to this muft be added a little of the antient and 
modem geography, the underftanding of the 
globes, and the principles of geometry and af* 
tronomy. They ihould likewife ufe to declaim 
in Latin and Englifh, as the Romans did in 
Greek and Latin ; and in all this travel be ra- 
ther led on by familiarity, encouragement, and 
emulation, than driven by feverity, punifliment, 
and terror. Upon feftivals and play-times, they 
fhould exercife themfelves in the fields, by 
riding, leaping, fencing, muftering and training 
after the manner of foldiers, &c. And to pre- 
vent all dangers and all diforder, there ihould 

always 
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alwajrs be two of the fcholars with them, to be 
aswitnefles and dkedors of their adions; in 
foul weather, it would not be amifs for them to 
learn to dance, that is, to learn juft fo much 
(for all beyond is fuperfluous, if not worfe) as 
may give them a graceful comportment of their 
bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion, they 
are to be a part of the chaplain's province. 

That, for all thefe ends, the college fo order 
it, as that there may be fome convenient and 
pleafant hbufes thereabouts, kept by religious, 
difcreet, and careful perfons, for che^ lodging 
and boarding of young fcholars ; that they have 
a conftant eye over them> to fee that they be 
bred up there pioufly, cleanly, and plentifully, 
ft€cor<]ing to the proportipn of . the parents ex- 
pences. 

And that the college, when it ihall pleafe 
God, either by their own induAry and fuccef^, 
or by the benevolence of patrons, to enrich 
them fo far, as that it may come to their turn 
and duty to be charitable to others, ihall, at 
their own charges, evtGt and maintain fome 
houfe or houfes for the entertainment of fuch 
poor mens fons whofe good natural parts may 
promife either ufe or ornament to the common- 
wealthy during the time of their abode at 

fchool; 
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fchool ; and fhall take care that it fhall be done 
with the fame conveniences as are enjoyed even 
by rich mens children (though they maintain 
the fewer for that caufe), there being nothing 
of eminent and illuftrious to be expeded from a 
. I0W9 fordid^ and hofpital4ike education. 

CONCLUSIOK. 

I F I be not much ahufed by a natural fond- 
nefs to my own conceptions (that rof>if of the 
Greeks, which no other language has a proper 
word for), there was never any projeft thought 
upon, which deferves to meet with fo few ad- 
verfaries as this ; for who can, without impu- 
dent folly, oppofe the eftabliihment of twenty. 
well-feleSed perfons in fuch a condition of life^ 
that their whole bufinefs and fole profeiEon may 
be to (ludy the improvement and advantage of 
all other profeflions, from that of the higheft 
general even to the loweft artifan ? Whofliair 
be obliged to employ their whple time, wit, 
learning, and induftry, to thefe four, the moll 
ufeful that can be imagined, and to no other 
ends ; firft, to weigh, examine, and prove all 
things of nature delivered to us by former ages ; : 
to dete3, explode, and ftrike a cenfure through : 
all falfe monies with which the world has been ; 
paid and cheated fo long; and (^ I may fay) | 

to 
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to fet the maii^of the college upon all true 
coins, that they may pafs hereafter without any 
farther trial. Seamdly^ to recover the loft in- 
ventiom^ and, asitwere, drowned lands of the 
antients. Thirdly,, to improve all arts which 
we now have; and laftly, to difcover others 
which we yet. have not. And who (hall be- 
(ides all this (as a benefit by the bye), give the 
beft education in the world (purely gratis) to 
as many mens children as ihall think fit to make 
ufe of the obligation. Neither does it at all 
check or interfere with any parties in ftate or 
religion, but is indifferently to be embraced by 
all differences in opinion, and can hardly, be 
conceived capable (as many good inftitutions 
have done) even of degeneration into any thing 
harmful. So that, all things confidered, I will 
fuppofe thb propofition (hall encoiinter with no 
enemies: the only queflion is, whether it will 
find friends enough to carry it on from difcourfc 
and defign to reality and efFeS ; the neceflary 
expences of the beginning (for it will maintain 
itfelf well enough afterwards) being fo great 
(though I have fet them as low as is poflible in 
order to fo vaft a work), that it may feem hope- 
lefs to raife fuch a fum out of thofe few dead 
relicks of human charity and public generofity 
which are yet remaining in the world. 

THE END OF VOL. I. 



